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Israelis, Palestinians fail 


to end impasse in 





Business fights rearguard 
action on Sales Tax 


By a Star Staff Writer and 
combined news reports 

CAIRO—Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators ended three days of 
intensive negotiations in the 
Egyptian capital without b reakin g 
the deadlock over three crucial 
issues that have prevented the 
implementation of an agreement 
reached on 13 September. After 
meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak Wednesday, head 
of the Palestinian team, Mah¬ 
moud Abbas, told the press that 
negotiations will continue and 
that he will meet with Israeli For¬ 
eign Minister Shimon Peres 
within a week. 

Mr Peres, who headed the 
Israeli side, appeared optimistic 
and said the two sides had 
reached a draft agreement over 
Israeli withdrawal and the conf¬ 
lict issues which will be reviewed 
by the two leaderships. But PLO 
Chaihnan Yasser Arafat,, who 
stopped in Cairo airport on 
Wednesday and met with Pales¬ 
tinian negotiators rejected Israeli 
proposals ovpir the bonder cross¬ 
ing issue. 

Mr Arafat is coming under 
increasing pressure to sacrifice 
the trappings of Palestinian state¬ 
hood for a chance to make peace. 

The two negotiators who 
helped conclude the landmark 
secret peace talks in Oslo— 
Abbas for the PLO and Peres— 
were reunited Monday at the 
table and both sides appeared 
optimistic that the latest round of 
talks could clinch the so-far elu¬ 


sive goal of an agreement for Pal¬ 
estinian autonomy in Jericho and 
die Gaza Strip. 

But by mid-day Wednesday it 
became apparent that the two. 
sides had failed to make progress 
on the three main issues tha t 
have caused a delay in planned 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho on 13 December; namely 
control of border crossings, the 
size of the Jericho area and 
security for the Jewish 
settlements. 

On Tuesday the PLO Execu¬ 
tive Committee meeting in Tunis 
under Mr Arafat's chairmanship 
criticized Israel for the lack of 
progress on key issues including 
responsibility for the border 
crossings with Jordan and Egypt. 

Negotiators continued their 
sessions through Tuesday night, 
prompting the Israeli team to 
cancel pirns to return to Israel on 
Tuesday evening and signaling a 
mood of cautious optimism. 

Earlier in the day, the Israeli 
foreign minister emphasized that 
Israel is prepared to negotiate 
fairly with the Palestinians, as 
long as Israel's security concerns 
are met. 

“We may have disagreements 
with the Palestinians," Peres told 
the press Tuesday. “But in fair¬ 
ness, I believe that they too, are 
interested in reaching an agree¬ 
ment, and as far as we are con¬ 
cerned. we shall respect their dig¬ 
nity and as much as we can, their 
aims.” 

Israel has long sought to deal 
with the two PLO officials with 


whom it concluded the Oslo 
agreement. Abbas and PLO 
financial chief Ahmed Sulfeman 
Qrci’. But both men were pushed 
aside when Arafat intervened and 
handed the talks to other PLO 
officials, a process that left Abbas 
angrily on the sidelines, privately 
criticizing Arafat for being unrea¬ 
sonable in his negotiating 
demands. 

The return of Abbas and Qrei' 
to head the PLO delegation in 
Cairo this week signals the conc¬ 
lusion of a diplomatic process in 
which a number of intermediar¬ 
ies, including Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, have attempted 
to persuade Arafat to make more 
concessions, according to sources 
close to the talks. 

The two primary snags in the 
talks—disputes over the size of 
the area around the West Bank 
town of Jericho to be controlled 
by the Palestinians, and who will 
control border crossings into Jor- . 
dan and Egypt—have so far been 
a point of deadlock in - part 
because Arafat has seen the 
issues as symbols of how much 
the Palestinians win control a 
homeland of their own. 

The Israelis have repeatedly 
countered that they are negotiat¬ 
ing not Palestinian statehood, but 
an interim five-year period of 
autonomy, after which the two 
sides will make a determination 
about the final status of the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Arafat, under fire from Pales¬ 
tinian radicals and exiles who 
believe the “Gaza-Jericho first”. 


agreement is a for- 
feiture of Palestinian 
national rights, has 
so far insisted that 
whatever agreement 
is signed produces a 
territory that Pales- (L, 

timans can in many _.. 

respects call their '^ 2 : 

own. ' 

“It's no secret that / / 

Abu Mazen (Abbas) 1 1 

is unhappy with j 

some of Arafat's , / 

positions,” said one / / 

source close to the 1 t * 
talks. "Arafat is ' / 

under the influence / 

of hypothetic vision. /' i 

He had been strugg- / /< 

ling all his life to lib- / / l 
erate a piece of land / t 

called Palestine, to / A? 
hoist a flag on it, to 
go in and out of 
Jerusalem freely. 

He’s been promising , 

his people all of this, - ' '- f 99&r 

as a prortiet So 

maybe beveanhot be 

realistic." 

The Israelis 

appear to have - 

increased the size of 
the Jericho area they are willing 
to concede, perhaps to as much 
as 25 square miles, according to 
the semi-official Middle East 
News Agency. Until now, the 
Palestinians have been insisting 
on at least 72 square miles, and 
there are also disputes about link¬ 
ing the areas of Jericho under 
Palestinian control and access to 


' / '/ ' 


fft 


til * t i 


'to* ITT ' I ! 

Iri / / /1 1 ,11 
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die Dead Sea. 

The two sides are also discuss¬ 
ing possible com promise c about 
control of international bonier 
posts and protection of Jewish 
settlements in the Gaza Strip. 
Sources close to the talks said 
Israel had come prepared to make 
some concessions on both points. 


By Christopher Hume 
Special to The Star 

WITH THE IMFs February 
deadline for the implementation 
of the Sales Tax rapidly app¬ 
roaching, the Government is 
inviting the private sector to last 
minute negotiations on the details 
of the proposed measure. 

The Government’s Economic 
Consultative Council established 
a special committee on 27 
December to provide a'forum for 
ministers and representatives of 
the industrial commercial and 
service sectors to hammer the 
final form of the bill which will 
eventually go before Parliament. 
The move followed earlier unsuc¬ 
cessful attempts by Minister of 
Finance Mr Sammi Qammo to 
convince business leaders that 
their interests are not threatened 
by the Government's proposals. 

Business leaders are fighting a 
rearguard action to win a selec¬ 
tive imposition of the new tax 
rates. But with time running out 
Government officials express 
some frustration at the business 
community's continued criticism 
of the draft legislation. 

“They simply don't understand 
it,” Director of the Customs 
Department Mohammed A1 
Jamal told The Star. 

Mr Qammo has argued that the 
Sales Tax will not impose extra 
burdens upon business or lead to 
higher retail prices. During his 
meeting with business leaders on 
21 December he reiterated the 
claim that new tax will merely 
replace the existing consumption 
tax and correct imbalances within 
the current taxation framework. 


Industrialists remain uncon¬ 
vinced. They say the Sales Tax 
legislation drafted by the Minis¬ 
try of Finance and the Customs 
Department actually introduces 
new imbalances that will benefit 
imports at the expense of local 
manufactures. 

“It's an extra tax that we have 
to pay.” claims Mr Samir Maq- 
deh, director of the Jordan Cloth¬ 
ing Company. 

Manufacturers fear that 
imported raw materials which do 


'There is no 
element of trust 
between the 
Government and 
the private 
sector' 


not currently pay consumption 
tax will in future carry a Sales 
Tax. By contrast, they argue, the 
consumption tax now levied upon 
imports of finished goods will be 
renamed a Sales Tax ai no extra 
cost to the importer. The effect, 
they maintain, will be to disad¬ 
vantage local products. 

Officials reject the claim that 
local producers will have to pay 
the tax twice. Manufacturers will 
simply deduct the Sales Tax they 
have paid on imported materials 
from their final tax assessment, 
says Mr Jamal.- 


But manufacturers also protest 
they will pay the new tax upon an 
invoice value which represents 
both their production costs and 
their profits, while traders appear 
to be winning their demand for 
imports to be assessed exclusive 
of cither customs duties or profit 
margin. 

Local producers also complain 
that the Sales Tax will be levied 
upon manufactures which do not 
currently pay the consumption 
tax. Ministerial assurances that 
tax will not be imposed upon 
medicines and other necessities 
have not. for example, silenced 
the protests of chemicals and 
pharmaceutical manufacturers 
that a range of products from 
anti-skcptics to insecticides will 
be taxed for the first time. 

The Sales Tax is intended as a 
relatively neutral fiscal tool and 
new area of production will fall 
within its net. Protecting local 
industries is the function of cus¬ 
toms duties, argues Mr Jamal, not 
of the Sales Tax. 

He acknowledges that raising 
Treasury revenues is a long-term 
goal, but sa\s the introduction of 
the tax in stages will lessen the 
immediate impact. The 1994 bud¬ 
get projects that revenue from the 
Sales Tax in its first year of appli- 
‘cation will exceed’ 1993 con¬ 
sumption tax receipts by only 
seven percent. 

Nevertheless, at the meeting on 
21 December even "Mr 
Mohammed Asfour—chairman 
of the Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and noted as an advo¬ 
cate of industrial protectionism 

Continued on page 2 


Economic Community support 


New jobs and exports for Gaza 


AMMAN (Star)—Economic Commu¬ 
nity (EC), development projects in the 
Occupied Territories and the Gaza Strip 
will create at least 2500 jobs In 1993 
and 1994. The programs cover ail 
aspects of economic activity including 
housing, small scale industry, medium 
sized enterprises, agriculture and tour¬ 
ism. according to the EC Newsletter. 

Activity in 1994 will be further 
expanded as allocations from the addi¬ 
tional ECU 500 million in aid for the 
Occupied Territories following the 
PLO-Israel peace agreement are used to 
extend existing projects and to improve 
the social and economic infrastructure 
of the area. 

EC Commission President Jacques 
Delon, has made clear bis belief that 
"ihc next months are decisive for the 
victory of peace." 

Speaking at a joint press conference 

with PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat dur¬ 
ing the latter's recent visit to Brussels. 
Delors said that "when Arafat is settled 
in Jericho next January it is essential 
that his people will know that things are 
on the move." 


Delors recalled that 5 
the ECU 90 million f 
allocated by the EC 
immediately after the 
announcement of the 
PLO-Israel agreement ^ 
was already in use in 
Gaza and the Jericho 
area although he rec¬ 
ognized that the need % 
for resources was infi- iJ& 
nitely greater. 

Projects already £%ij. 
underway include jfj-S 

krxfli 


actions funded both 
from the ECU 90 mil- 
lion and from funds .VjS- 
provided earlier by the 
EC in support of the 
Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories. 

The current Gaza 
Building Program of 
the Palestinian Hous¬ 
ing Council will construct 576 apart¬ 
ments by mid-1995, along with 20 
shops, offices and small flats suitable 
for the elderly or the disabled. 




This housing 
program wifi 
create 1,600 jobs 
in construction, 
.. i. building supervi- 
-r$ sion and related 
supply industries, 
v providing income 
X* to support over 
^ 11,000 people 
while the apart¬ 
ments will provide 
housing for over 
4000 people, 
i European Com¬ 
munity export 
finance facilities 
l have already supp- 
ag lied over $200,000 
in credits for the 
•aircraft export of tomatoes 
and potatoes from 
the Gaza Strip, 
while hundreds 
more tonnes of vegetables are expected 
to be exported over the coming months. 

Some 70 farmers have already 
received loans totalling $135,000 for 


inputs to support the growing of vegeta¬ 
bles for export The export programs 
will receive continuing support to allow 
for substantial growth in coming 
months. 

The Gaza Export Program, backed by 
the EC, has been organised by a Gaza 
Export Board representing a network of 
agricultural organisations and efforts are 
being made to improve contacts with 
agents and shippers in the area and in 
Europe and North America. 

The program has already helped to 
consolidate or create about 250jobs and 
the current program will provide a total 
of about 1500 jobs, helping to provide 
income for about 10,500 people. 

It costs about $759 to create or con¬ 
solidate a job in horticulture for one 
year while the comparative cost df one 
job in small business is about $2,700 
and construction about $10,000. 

Community aid is also being used to 
improve the infrastructure in the 
Strip and projects already under prepar¬ 
ation cover solid waste disposal in Rafa 
and Gaza City and sewerage treatment 
and disposal in Gaza ■ 



siua tells 


Deputies briefed on Jordan’s economy 


By Bilal Hujawi 
Star Staff Writer 

THE LOWER House of Parliament's Financial Com¬ 
mittee met Monday with Central Bank Governor Dr 
Mohammad Al Nabulsi and other Government offi¬ 
cials to be briefed on Jordanian economic issues. 
The meeting, held at the CBJ building, was attended 
by ministers of finance, planning and trade and 
industry. t 

Minister of Planning Dr Ziad Fariz told members 
of the committee that the JD 5 billion five-year eco¬ 
nomic development plan (1992-97) constituted a 
resumption of Government development planning 
alter a period of repose. The plan gives the pnvate 
sector a greater role in financing public expenditure 
in line with the Government's strategy to gradually 
xhift to privatization. Dr Fariz said Government pro¬ 
jection* showed that the private sector will spend 65 
percent of the JD 5 billion during the coming five 
sears. 


Speaking on the 1993-1998 economic structural 
adjustment program, Minister of Finance Sami Qam- 
moh said the rate of growth in Jordan's Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) in fixed prices for 1993 is 
projected at 6 percent. He added that GDP growth 
rate should not dip below a 5.5 percent average for 
the remaining period. Mr Qammoh said the pro g ra m 
includes projections for reducing the budgetary defi¬ 
cit to 6.4 percent of GDP for this year and 55 per¬ 
cent for the next year—not incorporating interna-. 
nopal annual aid. Mr Qammoh added that'the deficit 
should be gradually reduced to 2 5 percent by the 
end of the-period in 199S. He said the .23 percent 
rate for domestic investments should be kept at that 
level annually until 1998 while the rate of domestic 
savings should climb up to H percent of GDP. 

The deficit in Jordan’s current account will be 
reduced gradually to 7.2 percent of GDP in 1994 and 
Government is working towards balancing the 
account by 1997. The Government's monetary poli¬ 


cies should weak on capping inflation ar the current 
A5 percent rate. Government is intent on following 
a flexible interest rates policy while financial instru¬ 
ments stand to be developed further. 

Working aTong the program’s guidelines, which 
was formulated jointly with the guidance of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank, will allow Jordan a better chance at reschedul¬ 
ing debt and applying for World Bank and other 
international loans. Jordan’s creditor groups, the 
Paris and London Chibs, would only reschedule debt 
when given the green light by the IMF and the 
World Bank. Jordan is applying for a $40 million 
energy loan through the World Bank and Japan. 

Mr Qammoh said maintaining a strong JD is 
finked to Jordan's success in balancing its $400 mil¬ 
lion deficit in the-balance jof payments. Jordan has 
reached an agreement with creditor commercial 
banks in the London Club on 10 December that will 
reduce it debts burden. ■ 
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Ministerial committee 
formed 

■ The cabinet has ordered the 
formation of a new ministerial 
committee 

to coordi- 'TgSSjgrTrt: 

between the 

Government 
and the __ s 

Lower ; 

House of .V\ 

ParliamenL -y ■ '' • ; •" 

The purpose ’X 77 V ’ 

of the com- ' r V” 

mi tie c is to 

bring the AlTal 
executive 
and legisla¬ 
tive branches- of Government 
closer together on important 
issues affecting the nation. The 
committee will be headed by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min¬ 
ister of Higher Education Dr 
Saeed AJ Tal. Other members of 
the committee include the minis¬ 
ters of justice, information, relig¬ 
ious affairs and supply. Ministers 
of state for foreign affairs and 
that of legal affairs wjf] also be 
members. 

A new party on the 
scene 

■ With no loss of enthusiasm 
for politics, a new party has app¬ 
lied to the Ministry of Interior for 
a licence. The Jordan Arab Cons¬ 
titutional Front Party has 65 
founding members and include 
Milhim AJ Tal, the general secre¬ 
tary. Dr Shaher A) Rawabdeh. 
Mohammad Ibrahim Khataab. 
Marwan A1 Hadeedi and Ali A1 
Talafeeh. Mr Ai Tal said that the 
front as a political organization 
was formed in 1975. It then 
called for democracy and plural¬ 
ism and was the first to call on 
poiit cal parties to work within 
the Jordanian constitution, he 
said. He added that the party is a 
nationalist, Arabist one that 
believes in the importance of 
Islam as spiritual guidance. 

Another weekly on 
- the way 

■ The Government decided to 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


give the go-ahead to a new publi¬ 
cation called Al Raseef fPave- 
mentj. A political weekly, it will 
publish in Amman by Mr 
Mohammad Tumalich, who pub¬ 
lished the paper under a foreign 
licence before as a satirical 
weekly. It is very brave on the 
pan of MrTamlieh to start a new 
weekly especially when they are 
so many around and quire a num¬ 
ber going out of business. Over 
the other side of the river in 
Bethlehem, the first English issue 
of the English-language edition 
Al Mahd . an Arabic newspaper, 
was published. Al Mahd first 
issues included interviews with 
Mayor of Bethlehem, Mr Elias 
Freij. the head of the Higher 
Tourism Council Mr Jamal Sala- 
rnch and Father Julio of 
Bethlehem. 

Bakery survey 

■ A recent bakery survey con¬ 
ducted by the Ministry of Supply 
has found that there are 4821 
workers m this sector. Only 2653 
arc Jordanians, while the rest 
2168 or 45 percent are foreign. 
The highest number of Jordani¬ 
ans in this sector is in Irbid with 
a total of 750 workers, and the 
lowest with a total of four is in 
Karak against 141 foreign work¬ 
ers. In Balqa there was 119 Jor¬ 
danians against 198, while in 
Zerqa it is 444 against 298, in 
Tafileh it is II against 62, in 
Mafraq 47 against 40. In 
Amman, however, the survey 
found that only 543 Jordanians 
worked in bakeries as opposed to 
1378 foreign workers. The sur¬ 
vey found that there are 1022 
bakeries in the country producing 
all sorts of bread. The survey 
found that only 89 percent of 
bakeries were registered to make 
and sell bread. 

Haq: 

A new Palestinian 
party 

■ The Arab Islamic Party Haq is 
the latest Palestinian political 
organization to be formed in the 
Occupied Territories and will 
have its headquarters in Jerusa¬ 
lem, .While Fatah denies having? 
any connection with the parry," 


nevertheless its grass-root affili¬ 
ates in and outside the Occupied 
Territories are forming political 
organizations as a counterweight 
to face those against the Gaza- 
Jericho accord such as the 
Islamic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas. Al Haq, which will par¬ 
ticipate in the self-rule Palestin¬ 
ian government once the 13 Sep¬ 
tember PLO-Israeli accord is 
implemented, has a full platform. 
The party espouses a liberal 
Islamic ideology, a combination 
of Arab and Islamic thought 
designed to counter religious ext¬ 
remism and to appeal to the 
broad mass of the people by 
offering a range of policies for 
the coming period. AI Haq works 
on four levels: Palestinian, Arab, 
Islamic and humanistic. The 
party believes that the source of 
power must be (he nation, and 
the people have the right to 
choose their representatives who 
shall pass legislation that will 
coalesce with the Islamic Sharia. 
The party will work towards 
imbibing Arab and Islamic cons¬ 
ciousness in the people. It will 
also work towards Shura , liberty 
and the respect of other people’s 
opinion in the context of political 
pluralism and Islam and will try 
to back these by legislation. In 
the economic field the party 
believes in private enterprise as 
encouraged by Islam but with 
some public ownership. Only 
time mil tell, however, if this 
party is a truly independent one 
or controlled by factions of the 
PLO—namely Fatah. 

Citrus from the 
West Bank 

■ The Agricultural Marketing 
Corp. (AMQ, in cooperation 
with the Committee for the Entry 
of Products from the West Bank, 
originally allowed the entry of 
citrus fruits from the Nablus and 
Jericho areas into Jordan. Citrus 
growers in Nablus and Jericho 
expressed relief at tin's decision 
as it will take some of the burden 
off their shoulders. But on 19 
December, the AMC disallowed 
their entry into Jordan saying 
that some were 'coming from 
other places, according to Al 
Quds. Although these places 


Open up to new 


Does anyone go to Europe to 0 . 
celebrate the New Year with 0 . 

his wife! J 




were not mentioned by name it is 
dear that they are in Israel But 
such a measure increases the bur¬ 
den on the citrus growers of 
Nablus and Jericho. The actual 
selling price of fruits in the West 
Bank is far lower than their actual 
cost of production and it was 
hoped that their export to Jordan 
would offset the cost.- 

Israel will not 
return antiquities 

■ The Israel Antiquities Author¬ 
ity (lAA) said it would not turn 
over certain artifacts from the 
Occupied Territories to a future 
Palestinian governing council 
The authority spokeswoman Ms 
Efral Brown said Israel would 
keep any finds which were still 
under study, including the Dead 
Sea scrolls and remains from an 
area near Nablus. Israel and the 
Palestinians will negotiate an exc¬ 
hange of other antiquities she 
added. ‘The findings under 
research are still in the bands of 
Israeli researchers,” she told Reu¬ 
ters. The IAA launched a mas¬ 
sive search in the West Bank in 
November, criticized by the 
Israeli Archaeologists Society as 
a last-minute grap to keep archae¬ 
ological finds out of Palestinian 
hands. Critics said the sweep was 
a violation of international law 
banning excavation in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories and would only 
harm their efforts to establish 
future cooperation with Palestin¬ 
ian archaeologists. 

World Conference on 
Women 

■ Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina, Tuesday, received an 
invitation by UN Secretary Gen¬ 
eral Boutros Boutros-Ghali to 
serve as a member of the Interna¬ 
tional Advisory Group in prepar¬ 
ation for the Fourth World Con¬ 
ference on Women: Action for 
Equality, Development and Peace 
that will be held in Beijing. China 
from 4 to 15 September 1995. 

This invitation came in a letter, 
by the Secretary General in 
which he states that "Preparations 
are under way at the national and 
regional levels to review and app¬ 
raise the implementation of the 


Nairobi Forward-Looking Strate¬ 
gies - for the Advancement of 
Women which wens adopted at 
the 1985 World Conference. In 
the tight of these appraisals the 
conference is expected to adopt a 
plateform for concrete action to 
overcome remaining obstacles in 
critical areas of concern. These 
include the feminization of pov¬ 
erty, the lack of participation of 
women in decision-making at ati 
levels, the effects of conflict on 
women, and violence against 
women in society”. 

Dr Boutros-Ghali further stated 
"in order to support the objec¬ 
tives of the conference and ellitit 
the widest possible range of inno¬ 
vative ideas on the issues to be 
addressed, I am establishing an 
International Advisory Group of 
eminent persons to advise me 
during the preparatory process." 

Is addressing Her Royal High¬ 
ness, Dr Boutros Ghali wrote, T 
am pleased to invite you to serve 
as a member of the Advisory 
Group and would greatly value 
your participation in this impor¬ 


tant ‘effort. 
Your expe¬ 
rience and 
your, inter¬ 
est •• and 
en mmitm eo 
t would 
enable yon 
to maire an 

important 

contribution 



Princess Basma 


Royal Highness is the chairper¬ 
son of the Joidaman National 
Committee for Women and is the 
head of the Jordanian-public and 
private sector delegations to the 
Beijing Conference. 

The Jordanian National Com¬ 
mittee for women conducted in 
1992/93 a number of regional 
meetings and s emina r s in urban, 
rural and Bedotriq ares from 
which the National Strategy for 
Women emerged that-will serve 
as the official Jor danian docu¬ 
ment fen die conference. ■ 

Membership on the'Advisory 
Committee is Her Royal High' 


Senior UN posit 
champion human 


to 


By Ben Wedemau, 
Special to The Star 

HUMAN RIGHTS were given a 
significant push forward last 
week when the United Nations 
General Assembly unanimously 
approved the creation of the post 
of High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. - ;: 

JJp's new jwsitian. recoup., 
mended'by Amnesty l^eina- -.'A 
tional in a draft resolution at 
last summer’s human rights V 
convention in Geneva, will ^ 
enjoy unprecedented and ■ 
wide-ranging powers 
to ensure that human 
rights are respected by ■ 

signatories to the Interna- I 
tional Convention on yptrW 
Human Rights. The ■ 

UN passed the interna- k ■ 
tional convention fol- 
lowing the last human W 
rights m eeting in Tehran, 25 ^ 
years ago. 

Last week’s resolution entitles 
the UN Secretary General to 
appoint a high commissioner for 
human rights for an initial period 
of four years, renewable for 
another four. 


‘This is a huge seep forward,” 
Muhammad Mulhim. - Chairman 
of Amnesty International’s Jor¬ 
dan Section, told The Star. 
According to Mulhim, the new 
high commissioner wiD have the 
unenviable task of “approaching 
each and every government about 
the [human rights] con- 
versions they have rati*, 
and ^to investigate 
steps ^ they have? 
r W taken fo implement the 
l W conventions.” It wiD also 
• be his job to persuade 
non-signatory govern- 
merits to.adopt the 
B p *Su conventions. • 

■ J Will the posi- 

tion of human 
rights high com- 
ffl missioner be yet 

■ y another high- 

paying job in an 

■ already swollen, 
costly—and often ine¬ 
ffective—international 

bureaucracy? Ensuring the pro¬ 
tection of human rights is a 
“moral priority,” Mulhim said, 
adding that the UN presently 
spends only one percent of its 
budget on human rights matters. 



_■ The draft Teachers’ 
Association-L aw -will - be 
sent back to .file Higher 
Cooncfl fbr ffre Consfotu* 

- \ tion so.,-that .jibe ■: A cam 
/decide on;-the coostitn- 

tionafityaf thekigldatioa. 

■ The Jordan Cement 
factories - Co. has 

- announced a JD . ll mil-: 
Hon in. profits for this 
year, an Increase of JD 1 


ness Princess : Basma’ s second 
official UN assignment , after 1. 
being appointed to serve ras am . .. 
Honorary -Homan. - Development > 
Ambassador ~ Try . the : Utrited ‘ 
Nations Development- Pro-' :. 
gramme.in.May this Year. - j/-, : - % 

: Woridnot HolcIwTV ' 

/■■■ • /.;■ dialoguo - \ 

■ Cfa-Monday, 3 Jmuiary -the . 
United States Information Ser¬ 
vice (USI$) is hokJmg a Wodd- . 
net TV dialogue via satellite with 
General John- ' ShaHkashvQk 
Chairman - of the Joint; Chiefs of - 
Staff, on. ’ *<ilobal. .Security i 
Issues," between 230 and 3:30 
pm at the:USIS : audftorimn, at 
-the • . American Embassy: iff : 
AbdoiiiL ;/:: j.-1: .< 

- Participants .from-^TVaisaw, .* 
Prague, Paris and Biffm mlllje 
discussing partnership for the. 
peace initiative, foe' upcoming . 
NATO summit and US-Europeaff 
-security relations with General 
ShatikashvilL 


■ Tlre Governmeiit has 
received confirmation 
from Ae Egyptian gor- 

Vpnyfiffpnt a gr eeing to hold 
a meeting for the Joint 
Economic Jordanian- 
EgpptianCommittee at 
: , the lend of economy min¬ 
isters. Ttre meeting wfll 
beheld ho Cairo in Febrri- 
" aty; The meeting wiR rec- 
commend a date for foe 

convening oT the Joint 

Jordanian-Egypfian 
Hig her Committee at the 
level of prime ministers. 

■ A meeting between His 
Mj^jesty ‘ King Hussein 
and -. Syrian President 
Hafez Assad is expected 
to Jake place daring the 
first two wedcsi of Jarra- 
ary in"- Damascus, few 
days before a planned 
meeting between Presi- 
dentAssad and US Presi¬ 
dent . KD. Clinton in 

: Geneva. Syrian Foreign 
Minis ter Mr Farooq Sto¬ 
ma -was in Amman this 
week to hand . King Huss¬ 
ein a. letter from Presi¬ 
dent Assad. 

■ JMSnktry of Transput 
sources have said that 
Aqaba Port foes will be 
lowered in • order to 
encourage neighboring 
countries to use foe port 


The seniority of the neW poii- 
tion, which wfll have the rank of . 
assistant secretary general, indi¬ 
cates * irew' seriousness about 
human rightslssuesrt tbeUN.' 

Molhim reacfily adkiiowledges 
that nuffiy signatory countries 
have disnral compliance records, 
mad (him is littfe tto UN can doi 7 
directly to. arfbirce cmopTfance!,; 
“TbefUN' doesn't 'hav£-it£ r bwtf n ' 

ptoUcfr foiceT^-saitpnYft; the 1 ?'-; 
Seairity CoinMSnias ^passed cer- ‘ 
lain resolutions empowering the 
UN to hnpleinent resolutions,” 
he said. A good example of .such ' 
a move was the allied action ' 
against Iraq following the inva¬ 
sion and occupation of Kuwait in 
August 1990. The Secmky 
Council “could empower the 
high commissioner with ample 
authority to implement these 
[toman rights) .agreements.” - v . : 

Mulhim believes that ;the 
scope of the bigh commissioner' 
will conijrfemeut the^ wrt of 
non-govemmcraal human rights 
organizations such as Amnesty 
IntematiocaL ‘The high commis¬ 
sioner will have an official capac¬ 
ity and can do a lot more than 
Amnesty International, if he is 


granted the right authority.” be 
told Star. . 

.. Based in Geneva, the high 
cbmjmsrioner will bead the 
already. existing UN Human 
R^its Commission. Oik of the 
first tasks of the new commis- 
skmar will be to broaden the 
bommissfon's authority and 

* 

neb htimati «ristos ; Ration 
amldn’f have come at a more 
xnqxrttazac - ’-' tiine. - .“We feel, 
[human] ri^us have a meaning 
and should be completely imple¬ 
mented,' especially these days 
when we witness violations in 
many countries.” 

Mulhim notes that the overall 
compliance situation is not good.. 
“Violations are dreadful. and 
many countries do not cooper¬ 
ate.";' Others countries take 
advantage of the fact that they 
are'signatories, tot" have fallen 
far sbart m implementation. In 
some regions a system to guaran¬ 
ty human rights is in place, bat 
in others it simply doesn't exist. 
“Hopefully ” Malhira told The 
Star, the new senior human 
rights position “will fill the gap.” 
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Business fights rearguard 


action on 

Continued from page 1 


—expressed concern that the 
draft law might serve as a disin¬ 
centive to productive investment 
in the local economy. 

However, opposition to a Sales 
Tax is not as deep-seated as the 
volume of protest might suggest. 
The existing consumption tax has 
inspired tittle affection, and given 
that the Government must raise 
revenue from somewhere, most 
business people accept that a 
value added tax system is a rea¬ 
sonable way to proceed 

“Once the cycle is completed 


DAVID 

ROBERTS 

Exhibition and sale of 19th 
century original lithographs. 

Also Bartlett prints of 
Jerusalem and Holy Land, 
Egypt, St. Petersburg, New 
York and other unique views. 
Marriott Hotel, Thursday 
December 30th 
at 11.00 o’clock. 


Tax 


with a value added tax concept 
then it is fair,” argues Mr Kmad 
H Shanxma’, general manager of 
the Jordan Spinning and Weaving 
Company. 

Introducing a receipt-based tax 
directly into an economy where 
most small traders and retailers 
maintain only rudimentary bodes 
is run a realistic proposition- But 
as an intermediary stage—and 
Mr Jamal is dear that the Saks 
Tax must be viewed as “one step 
towards VAT*—the Sales Tax 
threatens to throw up various 


anomalies-. - - 

.The draft Jaw proposes; fra 
instance, that' only manufacturers 
with annual sales exceeding JD . 
200,000 will be registered fori 
payment of the tax. The exact fig¬ 
ure is still under discussion tot 
there will be chrtges of injustice 
whatever cut-off point is - ulti¬ 
mately cjhpsto; There are already , 
grumblings erf ‘foul pfay* from 
those mtb larger, turnovers. 

The actual ratesof taxation will 
not be known, until UreMmsuy 
publishes i' separate schedule. 
The draft , law reserves .for the 
-minister the' power-to issue oew 
tax schedules by order, .. 

..Mr Qammo .has promised a 
ceiling of 20 percent, tot busi- 
ffess tend ers are uncomfortable 
feat die ntimster wifi be free to 
alter the tax, rates whenever it 
sees fiL Nor are they happy with 
the draft proposal that the expan¬ 
sion of the tax totite service^^sec-. 


tor and. its ultimate development 
as a value added tax will be 
effected by nrinisCerial decree 
r^tof than additional legislation. 

Si feet, the executive powers 
reserved fay the Government pro- 
yoke almok as much protest as 
'.the. prospect of increased tax 

dftmwnrffi . 

. Tt’s a0 surprises,” claims Mr 
Maqdeh.. !“•. We would rather 
know what it is in advance and 
prepare for it."' . 

.“You get a. bang on the head 
' and-then -you find out so mething 
has te^pened," says Mr Aniy AI 
Muasher, head of the Scientific 
and Medical Supplies CO. 

• The latest Government move to 
engage the private sector in addi¬ 
tional consultations is unlikely to 
. satisfy a business community that 
is acutely wary of Government 
' fiscal ^ policy and which, believes 
that, productive enterprise is 
being taxed to support a bloated 
and inefficient state sector. 

. On questions of. taxation, 
admits Karim Kawar, general 
manager of; Ideal Systems com¬ 
puter dealers, “there is no ele¬ 
ment of trust between the Gov¬ 
ernment and die private sector.” 




B 





Tel. 















30 DECEMBER 1993 


O 


R 


D 


A 


N 


THE STAR3 


f ?'. 1*.•- -. < .s' 








m 


Pharmacists: Victims of their own law 

* As the economy sinks deeper into the reeking waters of 
recession, the Government appears to be the party responsible 
for pushing some sectors into the quag¬ 
mire- Take the confrontation between 
tbe Ministry of Health and the Pharma¬ 
cists Association for example. As of 1 
January, the ministry will close down 
any pharmacy whose owner is not fully 
dedicated to managing it. The associa¬ 
tion estimates that as much as 300 phar-' 
macies could be at risk. The ministry 
says it is only implementing a 1972 law 
that states that pharmacy licenses will 
only be given to licensed pharmacists 
who are fully available and practicing in 
their pharmacies. A 1 992 Supreme Malhas 
Court ruling turned down a case by the 
association to contest the meaning of 
paragraph 12 of that law. But the association claims that since 
1972, the ministry has been handing but licenses without imple¬ 
menting that paragraph. Minister of Health, Dr Abdel Rahim 
Malhas, says he can’t violate the law by not implementing it. 
Association President Husain A1 Din Mismar, who met with 
Prime Minister Dr Abdel Sal am Majali, says the prime minister 
showed understanding. But nothing can be done until tbe associ¬ 
ation law is amended. The association will meet on 3 January to 
approve amendments, but no one knows bow long it will be 
before the amendments are approved by (he Lower House and 
take effect. But definitely it will be too late for the hundreds of 
pharmacists who will have to close down their pharmacies or 
leave their other occupations in order to take responsibility for 
running their pharmacies if tbe Government takes action on 1 
January. The association, which has asked for a delay, says most 
of those who own pharmacies but do not run them are living in 
the Gulf and will lose money if they break their contracts there. 
Others are working for the Ministry of Health or at universities 
and colleges and stand to lose if the law is enforced. In addition, 
all of the affected pharmacies employ licensed pharmacists who 
also stand to lose their jobs if the owners come tack to run their 
pharmacies. The least that can be said until now is that the min¬ 
istry has been unsympathetic to the pharmacists' cause. Uphold¬ 
ing the law is a must, but the executive branch has other duties, 
like maintaining the growth and security of various economic 
sectors—especially in these difficult times. 

Banning commercials: Mind your 
language? 

• Another case of shooting oneself in the foot is that of JTV’s 
decision to ban commercials in other than classical or Jordanian 
accents. The commercial dept of the station has given advertis¬ 
ing agents until the end of 1993, after which no commercial that 
contains colloquial Egyptian. Syrian or any other dialects will be 
accepted Tbe funny tiring about the whole issue is JTV’s 
motive, and that is to encourage the use of classical or Jordanian 
Arabic. Almost all agents and advertisers are fighting tbe deci¬ 
sion, not because they are against classical Arabic, but because 
most of their commercials will look and sound silly if classical 
Arabic was used. As a result they say they will direct their ads to 
the print media and to neighboring TV stations like Syria. It is 
our guess that JTV will win in the end But the question that 
comes to nrind and was raised by Dr Fahd Al Fanek the Al Rat 
daily columnist, is who appointed toejOTmrarrijd jdqpL at JTy . 
to champion the -causa.af.the Arabic langi^age? And-then if-JTV-r 
is so.keen op.qualityi.Dr : Fanek adds, UjkQfnqtrStan with its own'! 
programing ana take some of tbe bedouin and Egyptian soap 
operas off the air for starters? 


IAF elections: Unexpected results 

M The Islamic Action Runt’s (IAF) 

Shura council elections this week pro¬ 
duced some unexpected results one of 
which was the election of a woman, the 
first to be elected in the history of 
Islamic political action in Jordan. The 
winning of Mrs NawaJ Fa’ouri in tbe 
sixth district leaves no doubt that 1993 
was indeed the year of Jordanian 
women in politics. Mrs Toujan Faisal 
was the first woman in Jordanian his¬ 
tory to get elected to the Lower House 
in ihe 8 November elections. Tbe lAFs 
elections also witnessed the loss of Farhan 
some prominent figures in the IAF and 
the Muslim Brotherhood such as deputy 
Abdel Mun’im Abu Zant, Dr Ati Hawamdeh and Mohammad 
Khreisai among others. It was noted that younger figures have 
also scored for the first time. Elections For tbe post of general 
secretary and the 16-member executive council will take place 
on Friday. In a press conference this week IAF General Secre¬ 
tary Dr Ishaq Al Farhan announced the final results for the elec¬ 
tions which covered the Kingdom, with tbe exception of Aqaba 
where the elections were postponed. In another event, the Mus¬ 
lim Brothehood movement decided to fire from its ranks Mr 
Ziad Abu Ghaneima who resigned last week. The IAF also 
announced that it will take similar action. Mr Abu Ghaneima is 
out of Jordan and will be questioned about his behavior by tbe 
IAF when he returns. Mt Abu Ghaneima clashed with fellow 
members recently over his articles on the IAF and the Muslim 
Brotherhood in which he criticized the two movements tactics 
during the last Parliamentary elections. 

Palestine constitution: We the people... 

m The draft Palestinian constitution, as published by Al Rat, is-a 
nroercssive legislation in most of its aspects. The draft constitu¬ 
tion. which will be approved by the PLO’s Executive Committee 
soon will be endorsed as Law no. 1 of the Palestine Authority 
during the transitional period. The constitution, which will be 
iniDlernenicd during the interim period, considers the Palestinian 
oconic the source of the three branches of government: execu- 
K, P legislative and judicial. The National Authority Govern¬ 
ment will be responsible for legislation until the election of a 
Legislative Council. Under the constitution, the chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the PLO is the head of the executive 
branch and will serve a five-year term and will not be allowed to 
sen? more than two consecutive terms. The president, who is 
supreme commander of the Palestine security forces. 
35 appofol a deputy who will take over if the president 

TpSt'Sw a council which will be named |hc 

Naiiona?Auihori.v Government. The government will run die 
Nauonai rtuuw . through various departments. Under 

S&uonabS legislation ^ 

draft hws. Tbe entity that will be governed by this constitution 

will be divided into Administrative units each of which will have 

^AlllainfSd be made by law and a financial audit 

hureL will bb formed to monitor all the le^ng of axes and 
public spending in accordance with an annual budget. A law will 

rc The''consiiturion guarantees the total independence ofthejudi- 
« human rights and all freedoms 

incorporated in the International Declaration of Human Rig 
n j H treaties regarding c vil, cultural, economic 

3n 1 *1 i!SEES!constitution affirms the right to life 
and MV. ta "P ■ penalty and all forms of torture and inhuman 
guarantees freedom of thought, creed 
andSoIand prohibits discrimination in all forms. Itgaaran- 
tire freedom to form political parties, the P» 

1 ^ tidbits censorship but allows ft » nanona! 

... Thr L-nnstitution also Guarantees the freedom of private 

he adopted as state languages. 
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His Megesty King Hussein held talks with the Syrian Foreign Minister Mr Frouq Al Sharaa, Monday. The meeting was 
attended by his Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson. Mr Sharaa delivered a message front President Hafez Al Asad to His 
Megesty King Hussein about Jordan ion -Syrian coordination in the Middle East peace process. In the meeting that took place at 
the Royal Palace Mr Sharaa exchanged views on various regional and international issues and the latest development in the 
peace process affirming the importance of continued Arab coordination with the aim of regaining Arab rights and achieving a 
just , comprehensive and lasting peace. 

Asad Abdul-Rahman: 

'We are talking about 
an end to occupation 1 



EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr Asad 
Abdul-Rahman is the director- 
general of the Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation. He is also 
a professor of political science 
at the University of Jordan, a 
writer and a commentator on 
Palestinian affairs. As well as 
his books on the Palestinian 
Intifada* he is a regular con¬ 
tributor to Ad Dustour, the 
London-based Al Quds Al 
Arabi and Al Hayat newspa¬ 
pers. He has taught at the Uni¬ 
versity of Kuwait in the 1970s 
and at the University of Calgry 
in Canada between 1970-73 
where he was also awarded Ms 
doctorate In political science. 
He is a member of the newiy- 
fonnded Palestinian Indepen¬ 
dent Commission for Homan 
Rights and the Arab Organiza¬ 
tion for Human Rights. He 
spoke to The Star's Dr Marwan 

Asmar on Jhe lafesf-devi 
ifijentff' , ‘on "Ufaf 
fSi^aeli scene.^icerjit^ fol 

Is the PLO-Israel accord in 
trouble? 

Definitely it is in trouble, but I 
do not want to exaggerate that, 
because what is happening, 
though in so many ways disap¬ 
pointing, should be seen in its 
proper perspective. I never 
shared the extreme optimism that 
some expressed when the accord 
was first signed, nor was I 
extremely pessimistic. I am not 
very happy with what is happen¬ 
ing now and would have liked to 
have a smoother process, though 
initially I did not anticipate an 
easy delivery process. Today, 
however, such a process has 
proven more difficult, maybe we 
need a caesarean. 

What do yon mean? 

A caesarean whereby the peace 
process needs to be helped by 
courageous decisions on the part 
of the famous hesitant Rabin; if 
be needs any encouragement 
from the West, particularly from 
the ' US, this encouragement 
should come to make him Jess 
hesitant and to cany on with the 
peace process. I know that he 
encountered all sorts of problems 
mainJy because of the strong 
institutional Israeli opposition, 
but after all De Kleric bad the 
same problem and he managed 
because he was not hesitant, 
because he had vision, and any 
leader who has vision should fol¬ 
low it to the end. J hope he would 
have the same decisive attitude 
as that of Shimon Feres, or other 
groups like Meretz. 

Do you think the PLO can 
offer more concessions to make^ 
him less hesitant? 

What concessions can the PLO 
offer? The issue now is whether 
we should accept occupation in 
reality with some cosmetics, or 
we should be liberated from 
occupation; in other words I do 
not believe that the PLO or Presi¬ 
dent Arafat can afford to make 
any more concessions, I cannot 
even Think of any other conces¬ 
sions, unless these would be tan¬ 
tamount to accepting occupation 
with cosmetics. 


But isn't autonomy a long 
way from independence— 

Yes, but the accord as it was 
explained to us is supposed to be 
based on UN resolutions 242 and 
338.1 agree that the accord is full 
of vague and elastic sentences 
and articles, but the basics are 
very clear ancj that is the imple¬ 
mentation of 242 is the frame¬ 
work of reference. These resolu¬ 
tions call For an end of 
occupation, totally different from 
self role. and. we hope that many 
Israeli politicians would under¬ 
stand that; we understood from 
Mr Baker [previous US secretary 


of state], something between 
autonomy and a slate is going to 
be established in the interim 
period; ultimately you are going 
to end up with a kind of a state, 
may be a state without any teeth, 
may be a state that would be 
accommodating enough as one 
would expect from a general 
comprehensive peace process 
that would provide an umbrella 
for the whole area; but I mean 
nobody, not even the Israelis 
except the Likud, think about full 
autonomy as the end process. 

So what are we talking 
about? 

We are talking about an end to 
occupation, we are talking about 
Gaza-Jericho first, in the sense 
that tbe Palestinians would have 
control which would be tanta¬ 
mount to independence in these 
areas whereby after few months 
they would start extendi ng-ltWflr j 
influence throughout-the interim , 
£**perio9^6 cotfffolThe 'ifes^^Bie ! 
Occupied Territories. Issues like 
settlements and Jerusalem are to 
be discussed ar the end of the 
process—that is quite under¬ 
standable—but it is clear from 
the accord that there is a great 
amount of control by the PLO on 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho and 
then gradual control and self rule 
over the other parts. 

Some people might say that 
this is a Palestin¬ 
ian interpreta¬ 
tion and not an 
Israeli one. Do 
you agree? 

The Palestinian 
interpretation is 
talking about a 
full-fledged state; 

I am talkin g as a 
political scientist 
and not necessar¬ 
ily as a Palestin¬ 
ian. From what I 
could gather about 
the basic points, I 
know there are 
very vague elastic 
paragraphs, but I 
mean what it boils 
down to is tbe 

implementation of 

242 and 338; and 
there is no doubt 
about it, this is not 
the Palestinian 
point of view, 
because the Pal¬ 
estinians could 
ask for more than 
that—the partition of 1947. reso¬ 
lution 181; 1 think from my own 
readings of the accord that is 
what will have to be 
implemented. 

- Looking back at the accord, 
do yon think the PLO made a 
mistake? 

Did the PLO have a choice at 
the time? really, I do not think 
any Arab political system, includ¬ 
ing the PLO. had a choice. I think 
we are all being driven with vari¬ 
ous degrees into the peace pro¬ 
cess. including IsraeL I do not 
think Mr Shamir would have 
gone to Madrid had he not been 
pushed. Yes, the balance of 
power is tipped immensely in 
favor of Israel and that is why we 
are getting what we are gening. 
But neither the PLO nor any 
other Arab state has had any 
choice in any of the accords it is 
going to sign—they could on cer¬ 
tain margins add or subtract. Let 
us face it, the accords will have to 
reflect the balance of power and 
hence is a reflection of a pan- 
Arab defeat in its confrontation 
with Israel and should be seen in 
that light. Tins accord was the 
worst offered to the Palestinians 
since 1939. But my question 
remains had we not accepted, 
which Arab leader can assure us 
that five or 10 years from now 


we will 
worse. 


not accept something 


You said everybody was 

pushed_but who pushed 

Israel, was it tbe Americans? 

With Israel, there were all 
kinds of pushing factors into 
going to Madrid and the peace 
process. 1 think the Israeli inter¬ 
nal situation pushed them 
because if Mr Rabin did not dis¬ 
tinguish himself from Likud by 
adopting what be has declared in 
bis own political platform and 
electoral campaign, then the 
Labor party arid Mr Rabin would 
have been doomed. That is the 
Israeli factor. 

The Palestinian factor, as 
Shimon Peres said in his own 
memoirs, what pushed the Israe¬ 
lis Into going to Madrid and into 
the, accord is what appeared to be 
the. ^integration of thk JiCd, 
if that happqnarfjMfl 
who"are we going to talk to? The 
only group that has credibility 
and can deliver in the name of the 
Palestinians is the PLO. 

Tbe EC, has been pushing 
Israel in the direction of finding a 
peaceful solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and there is the 
US special role. The whole West¬ 
ern world wants an end to the 
conflict. The Zionist groups, 
especially the reasonably moder- 
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are ones had been pushing the 
Israeli leadership into finding a 
solution; whereby Israel can ben¬ 
efit from the tipped balance of 
power in its favor and finally put 
it on the map of the Middle East 
in a safe way. Because there is no 
guarantee, 10 years from now, 
that Israelis will be faced with 
another "Saddam Hussein", or 
with another Khomeini..many 
Western Zionists. Jewish Zionists 
and supporters of Israel see this 
as a chance that Israel should not 
really evade. 

Public support for the accord 
is dwindling. Why? 

Jt Is expected, because nothing 
happened on the ground yet. Peo¬ 
ple have not seen any changes. 
When people supported the 
accord, they did so as a means for 
ending occupation, as a means 
for improving their situation, of 
stopping the killings, and of 
releasing the prisoners. I have 
just come from the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories after being away for 30 
years; I have not met anyone 
there who said that there was any 
difference—the only difference is 
that the Israelis allow them to 
raise some flags and to open 
offices under the name of the 
PLO; but anything material or 


tangible has not really material¬ 
ized. So in such conditions it is 
quite natural for the support to 
dwindle. But we have to under¬ 
stand that public opinion is like a 
pendulum, once you see achieve¬ 
ments the support will increase, 
once you sec disappointments 
public opinion falls. Depending 
on what happens in the future and 
if concrete developments take 
place—like the release of prison¬ 
ers, Israeli withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho, the Palestinian 
national police force starting to 
put an end to the chaos and start¬ 
ing the process of building up the 
country—then public opinion will 
change and support will sky¬ 
rocket 

Do you think Israeli with¬ 
drawal Is an imminent? 

Ultimately yes. the Israelis 
would have to withdraw and 1 
aiticjpate. quite soon, 1 hope this 
fe not, thinking; 1 hope 1 

am correct m my own analyses; 
there are many forces in Israel, 
on the regional Arab arena and 
on the international arena, who 
are really pushing in that direc¬ 
tion. What gives me thi<» gut feel¬ 
ing is thai 1 believe one has‘to 
read very well what happened 
after the failure of the latest 
Rabin-Arafat summit. People 
could tell how concerned every¬ 
body were; that is why we had an 
Oslo meeting, we had a Ver¬ 
sailles meeting, a Morocco meet¬ 
ing and several Tunis meetings— 
all that happened almost simulta¬ 
neously and within one week. If 
that shows anything, it shows that 
everybody is concerned; all those 
who signed the accord whether 
tbe Israelis or the Palestinians are 
in the same boat and if one sinks 
the other will sink too; that’s why 
now they have a mutual self- 
expediency interest in having the 
process succeed and part of the 
success is the Israeli withdrawal, 
that’s why 1 believe it is coming. 

Is Arafat in trouble with the 
PLO because of his style of 
leadership? 

In trouble, no. But he’s got 
some nuisance here and there, 
yes. But 1 mean the man has 
grown accustomed and immimed 
in this sense but let me quality 
this. Mr Arafat is very much 
aware of the pressures, not die 
internal Palestinian pressures, 
because they are not yet in my 
opinion very effective, but he is a 
vety flexible politician and is a 
national leader who envisages 
himself as the father of all. That’s 
why I think he will cany on with 
some compromises as he has 
already done, whereby he would 
accommodate his colleagues first; 
but the actual pressures that really 
matter and arc really annoying 
and causing trouble to President 
Arafat is die ones coming from 
the donating countries. They are 
more or less making their dona¬ 
tions conditional saying that we 
would like to see this happen, we 
would like to see that happen. 
But 1 don’t believe that these 
pressures will all have a negative 
outcome; pressures in general 
whether external or internal—if 
they are well (Mentioned—then 
they are helpful, and I think Pres¬ 
ident Arafat will know how to 
deal with Ihem in the positive 
sense, ultimately. 

_I know about the external 

pressure, but I am talking 
about the internal ones. Last 
week for example, about a 100 
leading Palestinians signed a 
statement demanding that Ara¬ 
fat introduce reform— 

I am not underestimating those 
who signed the statement, but it 
is not effective yet. and such 
opposition stems really out of 
loyalty to Arafat; from what I 
know is that this opposition is not 
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TCC: Ambitious plans for 1993-1997 

■ The Jordan Telecommunications Corp. (TCO plans to expand 
its telephone services in Abu Alanda. Sahab. Tabarnoor. Abdali. 
Umm Nwara. New Baqaa, Nauor. Juwcideh. Amir Ali. Yadou- 
dah and Zerqa. This comes in the light of the recent 1993 reve¬ 
nues or the TCC estimated at JD 116 million. The TCC is study¬ 
ing an ambitious plan to add 280.000 telephone lines by \997 at 
a cost of JD 20S million, according to the TCCs Director Gen¬ 
eral Mr Ahmed Nowawi. On the regional front. Jordan will build 
another telecommunications’ station to link it to ihe Syrian 
marine cable to improve its international calls. Jordan is also 
expected to participate in building the Syria-Cyprus fiber-optic 
line in a bid to improve its international communie.uions Mr 
Nowawi says that the TCC is also developing Iordan’s southern 
telephone network and enhancing the county’s telecommunica¬ 
tions link with Saudi Arabia and Egypt by laying down a fiber 
optic line to the former country and a digital microwave to the 
laner one. 

These developments will benefit Amman’s telephone 
exchanges and expand the telephone services offered. TCC is 
currently laying down a telephone grid in Mafraq adding 12544 
lines to service the 90 urban centers in the gmemiTale The TCC 
said a tender soliciting bids for installing a cellular telephone net¬ 
work will bring the private sector into these projects. The com¬ 
pany which secures the bid will be expected to manage the cellu¬ 
lar telephone service for the next 15 years. If demand for ceiiuljr 
telephones overrode supply after five years. Mr Now au i said the 
TCC will allow another company to develop another cellular net¬ 
work in Jordan. 

Gauging Palestinian feelings! 

■ Four polls were undertaken by the Palestinian Center for 
Research and Studies in the Occupied Territories to measure Pal¬ 
estinian public opinion regarding the Gaza-Jericho Agreement of 
13 September, the elections for the Sell-rule Council and the 
issue of Jordanian-Palestinian confederation. The first poll was 
conducted in September, while the second and third in October 
and November. The fourth was conducted on 12 December and 
questioned 1137 Palestinians. 

The results of the fourth poll indicated a sharp decline in pub¬ 
lic support for ihe Gaza-Jericho accord. A number of reasons 
account for this such as the worsening daily developments on the 
Occupied Territories that may have influenced ihe reactions of 
respondents. The fourth poll, was conducted a day before the 
Israeli army was supposed to start withdrawing from the self-rule 
areas. The leaked news of ’no-withdrawal* on 13 December 
might have also influenced respondent’s reactions. 

The attacks by settlers against Palestinians may have had a 
negative impact on reactions. The poll also showed public opin¬ 
ion to be divided—while 41.5 percent supported the agreement, 
a significant 38 percent rejected it. an increase of 10 percent 
from the last poll. The supporters of the agreement dropped by 
23 percent compared to the first poll of September. 

About 20 percent of those interviewed displayed a sense of 
hopelessness. Among all Palestinian political groups, support for 
the agreement witnessed a strong downturn, but Fatah support¬ 
ers, about 75 percent of which remained faithful, dropped by 16 
percent. Also, more than 17 percent of Fatah supporters were 
now not sure of their position on the agreement. The highest dis¬ 
approval of the agreement came, however, from independents 
and among HizbAl Shaab (People’s Party). 

A close correlation was evident between the respondent’s posi¬ 
tion on the agreement and his educational background. Respon¬ 
dents with higher educational attainment showed more support 
for the deal than those with low educational attainment." A higher 
;, rate of disapproval also tanRPfrom the 15-28 age group...: ■» 

About 71 percent, agreed that there should be elections for the 
self-rule council. However, last October's poll found less support 
for this process; about 66 percent supported such elections but 
only 13 percent approved PLO appointments for the council. 

Only 32 percent believed that the newly formed Palestinian 
police force should use its power to quell opposition to the agree¬ 
ment. However 50 percent believed that reasonable force should 
be used to safe against violence and chaos. 

The poll showed that about 50perccnt of Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories support the creation of an independent Pal¬ 
estinian entity. Support for an independent state was more evi¬ 
dent among Gazans—about 63.8 percent. Confederation with 
Jordan received only a 26 percent approval among Palestinians. 
What was also evident is that the older the respondents, the 
higher the support for confederation with Jordan. The 18-28 age 
group showed less support—21 percent—for confederation, 
increasing to 43 percent for the over 50 age group. The idea of 
an Israeli-PaJestinian-Jordanian confederation received the least 
support—less than S percent approved the tripartite scenario. 


institutionalized yet, and once 
you don't have a real institution¬ 
alized opposition, there is always 
easy ways and means of control¬ 
ling it That's why I don't see that 
it is causing any problem, 
whether those who signed arc 
1160 or 116. because the most 
important thing is to institutional¬ 
ize. But since it hasn't, it docs not 
cause lots of trouble; it sends sig¬ 
nals and Arafat is excellent in 
catching signals and responding 
to them in a manner that makes 
them disintegrate. 

This reform or the PLO and 
the cleaning up. is it genuine? 

People should not really have 
high expectations. The PLO is 
like any other Arab regime, may 
be its a little bit better here and 
there but 1 don’t think it is worse 
than any of the Arab systems. It 
might, on Lhe other hand, not 
necessarily be any better, but ulti¬ 
mately we are going to end up 
with a leader, especially one with 
charisma like Arafat; we are 
going to end up with a leader of a 
state, of a Palestinian entity, call 
it what you will, who is almosi 
the sole decision maker—as the 
case in the Arab world or the 
third world countries, that's the 
first thing. 

The second thing is that it 
depends now on the democratic 
forces within the PLO and on the 
Palestinian street; with those I 
have high hopes especially those 
in the street. This is why I think, 
knowing how shrewd Mr Arafat 
is and though he will be the ulti¬ 
mate decision-maker, he would 
provide lots of concessions, and 
may be these are not concessions, 
may be this is what he would like 
to appear— as a leader of a 
democracy. Even if he doesn't, let 
us assume that he doesn't, I think 
there are enough forces within 
Palestinian society that would 
push into the direction of liberali¬ 
zation. He can't be between two 
democratic states like Israel and 
Jordan and not being at least as 
democratic if not more. 

Third, as to the issue of cor¬ 


ruption, I think that it has always 
been over exaggerated. Yes. there 
is a certain amount of corruption 
within the. PLO like any other 
political. systems in the world 
including 'the Arab states—I 
don’i have to remind you what 
we know about Italy. Japan or 
Israel, we know Low much cor¬ 
ruption they have. I know that 
our frame of reference should not 
be the corrupt state but 1 think as 
pan of political life you would 
ultimately have a certain amount 
of corruption, but this amount 1 
hope wouldn't be as bad as it is 
in Israel. Italy or Japan. I don't, 
on the other hand, have real high 
hopes that wc are going to be 
another Switzerland immediately, 
but wc might. 20 years from now. 

What about the Palestinian 
Independent Commission for 
Human Rights? 

Until now wc don't have a 
board really, there is an initiative 
and I am pan of this intia- 
tive...hopfully with Edward 
Saced, Mahmoud Darwecsh and 
Raja Shihadi. The most important 
thing about this commission is 
that it should be really indepen¬ 
dent. and that its composition 
should be of people of high cali¬ 
ber. background and credibility. 

Second, it should be totally 
financially independent. Third, it 
will have to find and build solid 
bridges with similar international 
organization to get mutual protec- 
tion...etc. 

Why do you feel the need for 
a human rights commission? 

You need always a native one. 
this doesn't cancel the role of the 
international ones like Middle 
East Watch or Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional.,. etc. But rake Israel, they 
have BTselem and it has been 
doing an excellent job with the 
Israeli Human Rights Commis¬ 
sion. Raja Shihadi formed .41 Haq 
under occupation, now with a 
Palestinian entity, we need some 
tiling independent. ■ 
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Looking back at '93 

BY JORDANIAN standards, 1993 was an exceptional year—a year fraught with politi¬ 
cal, economic and social developments that will be looked upon as landmarks in the 
history of this country. Some of these events were to the benefit of Jordan, others her¬ 
alded tough times and challenges, the consequences of which will be with us in1994. 

On the political side, Jordanian democracy went through crucial tests beginning with 
the dissolution of the 11th Parliament, the amendments to the electoral law and the 8 
November Parliamentary elections; it, in turn produced the 12th Parliament. These 
developments exposed the Government of Dr Abdel SaJam Majli to harsh criticism 
from the new Lower House deputies holding it captive for three long and arduous days 
before giving it a modest vote of confidence! 

Overall, Jordanian democracy, unique as it is in the Arab world, survived, though 
appearing to have lost its momentum at times. The coming year promises to be just as 
rigorous for our fledgling democracy. The task ahead lies in carrying out intensive 
legal and legislative reform, the institutionalization of our political gains and the resto¬ 
ration of our economic development which had appeared to have swerved from its 
tracks. 

In 1993 a new and a more liberal press and publications law was passed, allowing the 
appearance of many newspapers. But the Jordanian press came under scrutiny, not by 
the state we might add. but by the public who demanded and still do a more responsible 
and credible form of journalism. 

This was the year of pluralism in Jordan, with over 20 political parties from all 
shades of the political spectrum receiving their licenses and contesting the November 
elections. It became evident that these parties have a long way to go before becoming a 
truly indigenous part of the political culture of Jordan. They have to contend with the 
rise of tribalism, encouraged by the present electoral law, and with the changing politi¬ 
cal moods of the people. 

The seemingly invincible Muslim Brotherhood Movement and its political arm, the 
Islamic Action Front, faced their most testing crises during 1993. The November elec¬ 
tions were held under new rules and in spite of their organization, the IAF and its sup¬ 
porters failed to retain their previous representation in Parliament The IAF also faced 
internal challenges from some of its leading figures, but despite this, they remain, the 
single, most organized, political movement that the Government has now to reckon 
with. 

In 1993, Jordan persisted in its drive towards ending its 40-year-old conflict with 
Israel within the framework of the peace process, ft: signed a memorandum of under¬ 
standing with Israel and has inched closer towards concluding a peace treaty with the 
Jewish state. But Jordan felt the tremors of the political earthquake which resulted from 
the PLO-Israeli agreement signed in Washington last September. Its special relation¬ 
ship with the PLO and the Palestinians has witnessed periods of ebbs and flows, some¬ 
thing which affected the country’s economic performance in the last quarter of 1993. 
That last challenge, the rise of a Palestinian entity west of the River Jordan, will 
undoubtedly be the most celebrated event in 1994 and the most unpredictable that Jor¬ 
dan has to live with. ■ 
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By KimMuipby 

TAMEZGUIDA, Algeria—la 
this farming community of per¬ 
haps 250 families on a high, 
silent perch in the Atlas moun¬ 
tains, a band of some 30 Islamic 
militants crept by night in to a 
compound or foreign contractors, 
herded 14 Christian Croatians 
into a dry river bed and slit their 
throats. 

"We are the terrorists of die 
FIS (Islamic Salvation Front), 
and we are here to IdU," the mili¬ 
tants said, according to one 
young contractor, who bad his 
neck slashed but survived on 14 
December after lying for hours in 
the silence of his slain compan¬ 
ions. "We all tried to pretend we 
were Muslims, but in the end, we 
didn't know Arabic, and we dSdn't 
know-how to pray.” 

Algeria, whose war of indepen¬ 
dence helped form modem 
notions of revolutionary violence 
and state retribution, is providing 
new lessons in urban warfare in 
the Middle East. A long battle 
against Islamic fundamental¬ 
ism—a war whose stakes could 
stretch to surrounding Arab 
nations in north Africa. Egypt 
and even Europe—has escalated 
to new levels of violence in 
recent months, leaving the future 
of Algeria's shaky interim gov¬ 
ernment in doubt 

A total of 23 foreigners have 
been kiUed in the warfare since 
mid-September, most of them 
since a fust December deadline 
in which an Islamic outlaw group 
warned foreigners to leave the 
country or die. 

Deaths in Algeria now average 
seven a day—some of them, 
human rights activists believe, 
attributable to anti-fundamentalist 
death squads. Algeria, long in cri¬ 
sis. has slipped into a shadowy 
limbo of suspicion and conspir¬ 
acy, death and retribution. 

Tf the situation continues to 


By Martin Widlanski 

IS YASSER Arafat losing his 
grip? Is somebody organizing a 
press campaign against him to 
undermine his leadership and per¬ 
haps torpedo the negotiation 
process? 

These are central questions 
among reporters and diplomats 
close to the negotiating process 
who are concerned with stability 
inside the PLO ami its reliability 
to cany out a complicated diplo¬ 
matic process under pressure. 

"Many of these reports have 
originated here in Israel." 
declared ShJomo Raz, diplomatic 
correspondent of Israel Radio, 
during a recent broadcast. He was 
trying to downplay reports of 
erratic behavior by Arafat, and be 
hinted broadly that the reports 
were the product of opponents of 
the PLO-Israeli talks. 

But the reports did not all origi¬ 
nate in Israel, and some have 
come from reporters and newspa¬ 
pers normally favourably inclined 
to Arafat. 

Journalists returning from 
Tunis and other places where 
they have encountered Arafat— 
who was known for mood swings 
before—insist be has been unusu¬ 
ally erratic lately. 

The Jerusalem newspaper Al- 
Hahar reported that Arafat 
exploded during an interview 
with the British BBC-2, storming 
out of the studio. 

After a few short questions, 
Arafat was asked about several 
personnel changes and about not 
appointing professional econo¬ 
mists to economic advisory msts. 

Too are trying to interfere in 
our personal affairs," he thun¬ 
dered before walking oot. 

"At his headquarters in Tunis, 


deteriorate 
at the 
(present) 
rate...," 
said one 
Western 
diplomat, . 
"there will 
come a 
time ib the 
not-too- 
distant - 
future 
when the 
regime col¬ 
lapses. And 
what, hap¬ 
pens after 
that is any¬ 
body's 



. Islamic furidaflioitali&itt.;. ::; ;~~- 
: -"There y are. son^ wfro;bedfeve 
' that tbe anny's superior firepower 
, -wflLinfhe cad,- be abfctaova:- 

. - comer-fife. .-resistance,'' '■ said. a 
Western analyst.] -"And maybe- 
that is firue. Bat lire problem is 
flat tfre militar y are dpirtg every-. 
. . dungr in .thor powtx already to 
caferfefee simatiKL aoct still it is - 
^ gening worsei' 1 .- .*;: ■>» 

;ThtfH5 seemed.' to trefettade 
' .WOdd£ : -ttV havebeen largely 


Its leaders—Abassi Madam, Al. 
Bdhaj' and AbcteJkadh-Badiam 
—have been imprisoned- Thon- 


It . has 

bear a sad slide for Algeria over 
the past three years, when its sad¬ 
den opening from Eastern Woe- 
style socialism to multi-party 
democracy plunged the country 
from dizzy euphoria to the brink 
of civil war. An Islamic funda¬ 
mentalist party, fee FIS, swept 
the first national elections in the 
country’s history with more than 
three million votes. 

In what surrounding aittocratic. 
Arab regimes have pointed to 
soberly as a lesson in tire pitfalls 
of quick democracy in tire Middle 
East, the FIS was stopped only: 
when the army stepped in two 
years ago. It toppled President 
Chadli Bendjedid and installed a 
constitutionally dubious five- 
member High Committee of State 
to rule. The committee was sup- - 
posed to restore order, initiate 
political reconciliation and give 
way to new national elections this 
month. 

- Instead, it has found itself pow¬ 
erless to initiate a national dia¬ 
logue among Algeria’s political 
factions, who seem to be able to 
agree on only one thing: the 
existing government’s 

illegitimacy. 


.Tire government announced 'it 
was. extending Its. lease on life 
imriF the of Ismnary and said 
it hoped to convene a; national 
reconciliation co nfer ence by -25 n 
January, 

The- outlawed FIS, holding 
forth from exile in France and; 
Germany, has. said it expects an 
"explosive' msunectian" before 
the year's end.. The even more 
militant Armed Islamic Group, 
which claimed responsibility for 
the Croatians 1 murders and other 
attacks cm foreigners, has threat¬ 
ened revenge against anyone who. 
even thinire of engaging in talks 
with "the illegal junta." :Other, 
political factions, even those who 
most detest the Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists, have proclfiimed' tbar 
any national dialogue is useless 
without the FIS. 

Outside analysts say the pros¬ 
pects ova: the next several weeks ] 
include anything from outright 
civil war to a cosmetic attempt to' 
placate tbe FIS to—worn of all, 
lit fee belief of* many Arab • 
regimes - also- " plagued .with : 
Islamic . violence—a genuine 
political accommodation, fix* the 
first time in North Africa, with- 


sands of i te supporterabave been 
jailed-in detentioncamps in' the 
Sahara:' , '■ 7 
'' -The party officially'was 
solved'by'adminvstrative decree. 
Ife two; , newspapers have been 

- banned and its- dearies have; been. 
replaced: , with' . government 

-' supporters. -- fv 
; But by all appearances, fee HS . 

- aud its more militant descendants 
. - are stronger than eyer,tn strong¬ 
holds jn the quartiers pqpulaines 
.of downtown Algiess,in' fee-mys^ 
tenons Kasbah of the central dty^; 

- in fee. tenement-laden sobsute 
outside, -fee city and- m .tire -vfl-: 

. iages of fee Adas,-fee'FIS stiH 
;holdsstfay. / V •/) 

' to. many.areas of tlte country: 
skte, tire army penetrates Islamic 
strongholds qniy.on occasional 
patrols, Tetunn»g_ to barracks 
- before .dark: Folra.jriveep. fee 
..streets of- Algiers only on -the ■; 

backs, of trades;-their feces 
* shrouded in masks*.machine gains 
bristling out fee sides.of tbdr 
vehicles; •- 

. AH bat . twa of ': the -massive 
^ detention camps that once housed , 
up to 8,000 suspected militant 
'lreve been shut down; not .only. 

■ became of pressure from bumaB 

- ri^Us group but because they bad 
. turned into breeding pounds, for 

• militancy. ITS supporters itaw 
. succeeded m imposing aOs&ict 


'replaced: 


The di 


Arafat—An 


bis psychological health is being 
increasingly questioned, as Is his 
’obsessive' need to control all 
aspects of deriri on-making,” 
observed David Hirst in a story 
last week in fee London 
Guardian. 

During an interview with the 
Middle East Broadcasting Corpo¬ 
ration in London on December 
15, Arafat frequently interrupted 
fee friendly questions of man 
Nizam Al Din and referred to 
remarks he said Prime Minister 
Rabin made to him publicly. 

Asked by the interviewer about 
the preparations made for the 
recent indecisive meeting 
between him and Rabin, Arafat 
responded: ■'When Rabin came, 
you remember Rabin delivered 
his famous speech when be said 
'I would have liked to meet Presi¬ 
dent Arafat before this time to 
discuss wife him tete-a-tete all 
these details.” 

In fact, Robin has never 
referred to Arafat publicly as 
"President of Palestine," and 
Rabin insisted that the White 
House refer to Arafat as "PLO 
chairman" during (he 13 Septem¬ 
ber ceremony. 

Rabin’s advisers say he has 
also never referred to Arafat pri¬ 
vately as "president," bat Arafat 
seems very concerned about the 


point . . 

He has broken 
out emotionally 
when, he was 
characterized as 
PLO chairman 
during several 
recent inter¬ 
views and even 
(hiring the intro¬ 
ductory remarks 
by Swedish offi- 
riais preceding a 
public address in 
Stockholm. 

Sources close 
to Rabin have 
said that the 
PLO leader sur¬ 
prised Rabin 
wife lachrymose 
emotional mg- Arafat’ Changing moods_ 
bursts during 

their recent 

meeting in Cairo—-which was 'ror* during 
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ror* during an interview wife 


especially . uncomfortable for : Jewish journalists. 


Rabin, who dislikes public dis¬ 
plays of emotion. Advocates-of 
Arafat acknowledge that be is 


.“As we returned, foam the 
encounter, I felt—-as did the rest 
of our- delegatibn=^tliat we had" 


under extreme pressure, and they .just spent two hourswith it man 


cite the fact that the PLO chair-' 
man was known for emotional 
outbursts. 

The Jerusalem Post (Middle 
East Page, August 25) featured 
accounts of' "Arafat’s bizarre 
statements and eccentric behav- 


wbo was completely divorced 
from rcaHtyi* remarked Mayer 
Abramovftjc; of the Broward Jew- ■. 
ishWorUtin .Florida. - - V •' ' 

I In all fenness, to Arafat, how-' 
ever, Israeli leaders-• have also 
stprmedout of interviews, git off - 


questioners and even had emor 
. tioiuri breakdowns. ; 

ffioKm Peres rwaHced out of a 
-'-recant interview wife' the Israeli 
Dan 5hHon, .when asked a. tough 
question. Meaachem Begin, who 
was known for long answers, 

. occasionally hinted he wouktend 
^ezyiews;. mtervieweis 

Tried "«1nt^rjecr feeir .own 
:riJmarkl - V V 
CMorepw, Tqxxts of erratic 
behavior by foraeli leaders con¬ 
tinue to this day. 

panel JBar-Simon of fee Labor 
paper Dcnw Recently wrote' a 
searehmg profile of Rabin 
describing Jmn as an overwoiked 
.man living' on dgaretics and cof- 
fee wbq had iK) time to 5leq> and 
wl» was given to burets of tem- 
per wife os closest associates. 

Bar-Simpn's account may also 
have-been a, veiled reference to 
Rabin^s one-d^y break-down in 
May : 1967.-^ch Rabin later 
attributed pri ah Excess of caffeine 
; and nicotine.'.. 

Rabin hhnseif recently said that 
he found Arafat to be in'control 
of v ’ his . -faculties . ‘during 1 their 
December 33 Cairo meeting, sod 
. Arafat raibjidy heaped praise on 
Rsibm ' nn .bems a bold exponem 
rif'feepeace,jtfo«ss.B 
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Reconciling Islam 


| Islam in Modem Turkey, 
i Religion, Politics and Literature 
in a Secular State 
> By Richard Tapper (editor) 
j LB Taoris, London pp. 314. 


Reviewed 
by Sirri Uyanik 

! HOW TO reconcile Islam with 
j modernity and technology? This 
i was and has been the single most 


Book 


important question on fee agenda 
of many Muslim intellectuals in 
both Ottoman and Republican 
Turkey « well as in other parts 
of Muslim world 
So, wondering if there is a 


change in this agenda, one only 
las to turn to chapter nine fay M. 
Meeker on the works of new 
'Muslim intellectuals' of Turkey, 
to find an answer. As products of 
modern Turkey, such intellectuals 
leave behind (hem tins century- 
old question, as well as others, 
such as fee culture and dvilisa- 
tion/lechnology and technique 
dichotomy, behind, as bang irrel¬ 
evant to a Muslim living in a sec¬ 
ular Westernized-mode raized 
environment Instead, having 
evaluated and found out the 'ills’ 
of Western culture and civilisa¬ 
tion. they are trying lo recon¬ 
struct a distinctively Islamic out¬ 
look in an attempt to present 
Islam as an alternative to Vest- 
emist-secularist ideology; Strik¬ 
ingly, being aware of the environ-" 
meat in which they are operating, 
they make use of modem intdlec- 
tual tools of social science and 
generally secular discourse to 
make their point In this respect 
therefore, they have been suc¬ 
cessful attracting many readers; 
this discourse is quite different 


frozn fee traditional Islamic rheto¬ 
ric This is only one of fee very, 
interesting topics, chosen for frir- 
feer discussion infers book. 

This book, in a sense, sets out 
to investigate bow far.has the pri¬ 
mary arm of fee Kcmalist Revo¬ 
lution. embarked upon more than 
six decades ago, in creating a 
Turkish nations! identity; feat is, 
changing fee baas of community 
membership from and religious 
to a secular-political one' been 
achieved. In other words..today, 
what effect, if any have ihe'rclig- 
ious characteristics of the mem- 
bets of this conoumity had on 
feeir membership? The answer to 
tin's question seems to be both 
very easy and voy difficult, as 
- discussed in chapter-two. In one. 
seaAc'cz^'bccanse-at-fea -for- 
. mal-legal level it is .dearly ■yes,' 
At fee- behavioral level, however, 
the answer, is rather .complicated- 
Islam is an indispensabte.element 
in. the defifettan of.a "Ttarie/ It is, 
feus, not surprising feat ihe con¬ 
temporary political community 
have some; reEgioudy-tesed 


• attritetes^feou^r fee ftnk&nxrn? " efenic -4&liugs' in a provincial 
tal : basis of, legitimacy , is not .vtownm fee extreme sw^hwcsterii 
reb'gifei. -. • .. ^Confer of Toricey. Tlte-'result of 

-fa tfae last few "- d e c a d es- the > this wittorangfeg approach is 
incieated ylsibfflty -af/ Blafe iaT probably fee mosr attractive fea- 
Toriccybas created greater inter-of th& book. the reader will 
icst in fee Westa&'weH asvritfair'; cenainty g^n some inrights into 

= ^ w hwh are raised by 

attention. Although' the- inultidlT ;, ^fonruilating 

mensionai.'fekfee- of.lt ii ft®:: ^ *«=«««* and finally 

queatjy acfafewledged, other fac- - J 1 *, ^ /ragmoiied and 

ets^of Islam,-sfefe as *Suff oitim, . °‘ vei 5xSed nature of- ^lamic 
fee growing islfenic, Sterature; . movemeqe teH : bs sfcout fee 
etc,-are aot systemaocafly ekzr& ~ .° f soaal aal poL'tical pto- 

ined io one volume. This K-pre-- - ^ 5111 ¥ a .owmiry where there is 
feteiy'.what k feempted fa, tins' •> ® P«coliar .and imeasy combina^. 
book:- * broad 'cOvera^4-in J 2 ., ’fem of secularism and. capitalism 
chaptcra -whlfe afegr^ fee -dne -band and fakm as 

feree pats-^ianging 'frour .^r/Pi^tiar^rel^lous on- the other, 
analyses of IsJanut jofeaals zq/S . J Elabpratiag on all these feemes, 
books pixbiished irTi^kcy,tp fee 7 ; fee bodtshould be of interest io 
discnsricss pf ^tlas; ibdts. rof . well as^ro the geo- 

■ptesentfeiy- rote; crf atigicRS-. .eralread*;*- - . 

Sufi-axterv sod, ki‘ ^popiriar^r'; C _ .... • • ' ; . 

perte^ons of felauvmnted_wife - BRiaffiSNEWSLETTER ^l 


lsJarmc i^me nj aluipa all . the 
nation’s : prisons, md; detimtidn 

- centers, Algarian joujiialists say. 

. A can^m^i of assassndfrto 
land tf iucr Algerian iotet- 

lectuals, judges ahd journalists— 
disavowed . by fee FIS but.- 
imdbrsed by. the more; roflifani 
.. annedigroop—has left fee capital 
in constant fear^UmvffiSity pro-- 
lessors open thor mail to find a, 

; ringle btfett in an earmfepe or a 
-drawing' of-s coffin. Joomalisis ( 
waBc. caaade their, offices-, or 
homes and are cut dpwn with 
madfetognn fire. 

Foreigners have booked.every 
flight: to Europe ferpugh feis 
jmmfe. After tbc Irillings and fee 

- Itidn^oiHiig of feree French cun- 
solar officdala, most, foreign 
eofeassies and companica are 
reducing staff andsfe w i ng f am fly 
members . . home.. • iThe': US 

^ Embassy has advised tfll citizens 
to teave wbo do not hav&a very 
good reason for staying.'. 

The NaJonai Coinmissfon cm 
'''. Dialogue commenced in Novem- 
ber. to'try- to bring' tc^ber fac- 
‘tions to .reach « consensu on 
?hbw to. goyon Algeria. Everyone 
has setfeedr conditions for partic- 
ipating in fee conference, sched¬ 
uled between .25-26 January .and 
most say [the talks won't gp any- i 
v^ksb. unless the FIS participates.. 
But FIS assassiiiaiicm 

-iffeeyjbisL • •’ 

.., Political analysts say fee gov¬ 
ernment may-tashkm ^.-cosmetic 
srfeiti(»-by finding some accepta- 
hle-former FIS leaders to enter 
; the cfialoguc, thrii . it will propose 
a new ferce-mcmbcr ruling com¬ 
mittee that would include an Isla¬ 
mist, such as former FLN leader 
’ Taleb Ibialiimi, who is close to 
fee fundamentalists. Another see- 
• nario, stly some AIgerian ana¬ 
lysts, is that the-regime may 
finally decide tip give-the HS a 
cfeance: - - 

" LA Times-tyaritington Post 
. . - -Newsservice , 
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THE STAR& 


By Carey Goldbe 


rg 


MOSCOW—Is Vladimir V. Zhjr> 
. inovsky a KGB agem or isn’t he 1 ’ 
Is be or isn't he a self-denyi n p 
te « ^ he a benefici- 
aty of neo-Nazi funding from 
Germany? Is be or isn't he men¬ 
ially ill? 

As Moscow columnist Alexan¬ 
der Minkin put it* "He's terrible' 
the whole world is holding j« 
breath. ... And before whom? 
Who is he? The devil knows ,n 
For all the countless hours that 
he has spoken nonstop, Zhirinov¬ 
sky—the ultra-nationalist dema¬ 
gogue whose success i n \2 
December elections pm an omi¬ 
nous new face on Russian poli¬ 
tics—remains in many ways a 
mystery, not only to the world 
but to his own people. 

The life story he has presented, 
in statements and in his book. 
The Last Dash South, is full of 
holes. He is known to lie bra¬ 
zenly, to deny statements he has 
■ made,, and to promise the impos¬ 
sible. Now, a key question in the 
wake of his sensational election 
■success is whether any of his 
falsehoods will catch up with 
him, whether the dark side of his 
biography will discredit him 
enough to step his political rise. 

. Among the most damaging of 
the accusations against Zhirinov¬ 
sky is that he was—and may still 
be—a hireling of the KGB. The 
allegations have mounted to the 
point that Zhirinovsky, 47, a law¬ 
yer, said he obtained special dis¬ 
claimers from the Soviet spy 
agency announcing that he has 
never been an agent or sroolie. 

But the very idea of such a dis¬ 
claimer, former KGB chief Vik¬ 
tor Ivanenko told the Los Angeles 
Times, Is "nonsense. The KGB 
has not given out such notes." 
Ivanenko said he bad heard Zhiri¬ 
novsky got some kind of a dis¬ 
claimer from the deputy KGB 
chairman in 1991. But that notion 
made no sense, since no spy chief 
would ever blow a secret agent’s 
cover, Ivanenko said. 

Judging by Zhirinovsky's back¬ 
ground, his knowledge of several 
languages and extroverted per¬ 
sonality, Ivanenko said, "Without 
a doubt, he was a person who 
would have interested the intelli¬ 
gence services. He would have 
been an interesting person. But as 
for proof ... of course there's no 
proof." 

In any case. Ivanenko said. 


Vladimir Zhirinovsky: 


Russia's mystery 


man in Moscow 


Zhirinovsky would have been a 
Md agent, too self-absorbed and 
jjrauc; he would have recalled 
■intelligence maxim that "The 
only thing worse than a fool is a 
fool with initiative." 

I think that if any stake was 
made on him at the first stage, 
they were soon convinced he was 
the wrong person," said Iva¬ 
nenko, a KGB veteran who 
headed the agency in late 1991 
and now runs a government oil 
company. "This is a person with 
a tendency toward mystification 
and personal conflicts." 

It is enough for roost Russians 
to read Zhirinovsky's book, with 
its accounts of how he traveled to 
Turkey. France and elsewhere at 
a time when ordinary Soviet citi- 


Cnmmittw an organization of 
purported peace activists known 
in die West purely as a front for 
the Communist Party and KGB. 

Gleb Yakunin, long a dissident 
Russian Orthodox priest and now 
a lawmaker, said be expects Rus¬ 
sian President Boris N. Yeltsin, 
who dissolved the KGB’s succes¬ 
sor agency on Tuesday, to open 
its archives "and find the Zhiri¬ 
novsky file so that the whole 
country, and his party too, can 
see what he was In reality." 

If Yeltsin plans to fight Zhiri¬ 
novsky in earnest, such a charac¬ 
ter attack would be a more effec¬ 
tive means than following other 
allies’ advice that he focus on the 
campaign promises that Zhiri¬ 
novsky Mis to fulfill. Because 


He is known to lie brazenly, to deny 
statements he has made, and to 
promise the impossible. Now, a key 
question in the wake of his sensational 
election success is whether any of his 
falsehoods will catch up with him, 
whether the dark side of his biography 
will discredit him enough to stop his 
political rise. 


a mysterious 
"centrist 
bloc" sud¬ 
denly 

appeared in 
the Soviet 
Parliament, 
led by the 
hitherto 
obscure 
Zhirinovsky. 
Although be 
then was not 
even a Par¬ 
liament 
member, 
Zhirinovsky 
was immedi¬ 
ately invited 
to the Krem¬ 
lin to meet 
with Vladi¬ 
mir Kryuch¬ 
kov, the Par¬ 
liament 
speaker ana 
then-KGB 
chief. 

Zhirinovs 



zens were kept at home, to 
become convinced he had KGB 
ties. He studied at the prestigious 
Institute for the Countries of 
Asia and Africa, which was con¬ 
sidered a feeder for Soviet intelli¬ 
gence services. He was arrested 
in TUrkey for spreading commu¬ 
nist propaganda. Zhirinovsky 
also worked for the Soviet Peace 


Zhirinovsky will be only a Parlia¬ 
ment member with limited 
power, he will be able to disclaim 
responsibility for all the pledges 
be made, and promise their ful¬ 
fillment only when he becomes 
president, 

Yakunin also pointed to a later 
incident in Zhirinovsky’s career 
that suggests KGB ties. In 1990, 


Zhirinovsky 

ky’s party 
also had a 

suspiciously easy time of it when 
it arose in 1990, just as the Com¬ 
munist Party monopoly was 
waning. 

Despite these and other signs 
of KGB connections. Zhirinov¬ 
sky and his backers remain 
staunch in their denials. "I have 
known Vladimir Volfovich for 
more than 10 years now, and 1 
must say that all allegations about 
him having anything to do with 
the KGB are totally groundless," 
said Stanislav Zhebrovsky. dep¬ 
uty chairman of Zhirinovsky's 
misleadingly named Liberal 
Democratic Party of Russia. 

Suspicions of Zhirinovsky's 
KGB ties overlap with another 
potentially explosive subject: His 
involvement in the late 1980s 


with the creation of the Shalom 
Jewish cultural center in Mos¬ 
cow. Several Moscow Jewish 
activists dearly recall that Zhiri¬ 
novsky participated enthusiasti¬ 
cally in the center's launch and 
offered his legal services in writ¬ 
ing its charter. 

Tancred Golenpolsky. editor 
of the Jewish Gazette said be has 
the protocols of Shalom, founded 
in late 19S8. He said they list 
Zhirinovsky as head of the sec¬ 
tions on law. philosophy and 
religion, history and foreign eco¬ 
nomic ties; Golenpolsky said be 
believes that Shalom was set up 
either by the KGB or the Com¬ 
munist Party to split the liberal 
Jewish movement in the Soviet 
Union. 


Yefim Bdder. a writer and for¬ 
mer member of Shalom, said he 
saw Zhirinovsky at the group's 
first session, when the organiza¬ 
tion's charter was discussed. Bei¬ 
der recalled: "All of a sudden, a 

young gentleman rose from tbe 
audience and said in a loud 
voice—"I know how charters are 
written. 1 am a professional in 
this sphere. I am a lawyer by edu¬ 
cation. So please entrust me with 
this. Let me do iL I know bow it 
should and should not be done.' 
Then be would run around the 
hall and say; 1 know how to do it. 
Ask me.’" 

Beider said he had suspicions 
then that tbe KGB was "standing 
behiod" Zhirinovsky. 

But one tiring is certain, he 
said: "At that time, he considered 
himself a Jew. He came to US. 
which proved he was a Jew—all 
our members and everybody who 
we assigned to do any work for 
us were naturally Jews. That was 
the whole idea of setting up a 
Jewish association." 

Zhirinovsky also denies strenu¬ 
ously there was anything fishy 
about his campaign financing, 
through the hours or prime-time 
television he bought bespoke 
mind-boggling sums. He claims 
that virtually all his money came 
from ordinary supporters. He said 
at one point that he had spent 
about one billion rubles almost 
one million dollars—on the cam¬ 
paign and owes S200.000 for TV 
time. 

This is one mystery that may 
never be solved, because Russian 
campaign-finance laws are so 
fuzzy and permissive; officials 
adroit they are unable to prove 
improper funding from outside 
sources. The laws appear to 
require disclosure only of how 
campaigns spend government 
money they receive. 

But Andrei Zavidiya. a busi¬ 
nessman and Zhirinovsky's run¬ 
ning male in the 1991 presiden¬ 
tial campaign, claims he and his 
conglomerate, known as Galand. 
provided much of Zhirinovsky's 
financing. Now. Zavidiya told tbe 
Itar-Tass news agency, they have 
had a falling-out and he has cut 
off the money and Zhirinovsky 
"is in debt up to his ears." ■ 


Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 



Secret clauses in the 
PLO-Israel agreement—the 
economic dimension; 


■ As a follow up from last week, we will continue examining 
the secret clauses in the Gaza-Jericho agreement that was 
signed on 13 September and about to be implemented, concen¬ 
trating on the economic aspects of the deal, derived from the 
Russian translation of the text and published by the London- 
based Sorokin. 


The economic level: 


LA Tunes-Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Nato’s role: 


US, Europe at odds over 


the pact’s future role 


By William Drozdiak and 
Daniel Williams 


ALTHOUGH IT has failed to end 
tire war. Western policy io Bos- 
nia- Herzegovina has brought 
about an important shift in the 
relationship the United States has 
with its key allies in Western 
Europe. For the first time since 
World War II, Europeans have 
asserted primacy over Washing¬ 
ton in tire handling of a key 
regional conflict. 

The United Stales continues to 
lead its NATO allies in the con¬ 
struction of a new relationship 
with Russia. But the refusal of 
two successive American admin¬ 
istrations. to commit ground 
troops to halt fighting in the Bal¬ 
kans reflects what is seen both in 
Washington and on the continent 
as a reueat by the United States 
from active leadership in Europe. 

The surg: of Russian national¬ 
ism, as shown by the ascendancy 
of Vladimir Zhirinovsky's rightist 
party, in Russia’s 12 December 
parliamentary elections, is likely 



One of Nato’s exercises 

to thwart any full American with¬ 
drawal The United States is still 
seen-as the ultimate guarantor 
blocking any resurgent imperial¬ 
ism by the world's second 
nuclear power. 


"Russia is the key factor, all 
others are extraneous,” a senior 
US stale department official said. 

But while the United States 
maintains its focus on Moscow, 
the new threat of ethnic warfare 


in Europe, as seen in the 
Balkan conflict, demon¬ 
strates a divergence of 
interests for allies who. as 
long as the Soviet Union 
existed, believed their 
security aims must 
remain indivisible. 

Exit the first time since 
World War D, the United 
States did not take the 
lead in handling a conti¬ 
nental security crisis. The 
fragmentation of Yugo¬ 
slavia was seen in Wash¬ 
ington as a problem that 
should be resolved by the 
European Community, 
which aspires to build a 
common foreign and 
security policy that can 
assure a zone of stability 
on the continent. 

Many Europeans per¬ 
ceive Washington's reluctance to 
send even a symbolic contingent 
to join the 10,000 European 
troops helping on the ground to 
deliver humanitarian aid in the 


former Yugoslavia as part of a 


growing American reticence to 
become involved in any conflict 
that does not directly affect its 
national interests. 

The Clinton presidency at first 
signaled a willingness to roll back 
Serb aggressors in Bosnia who 
seized territory by force and com¬ 
mitted war crimes such as mass 
rape and the forced evictions 
known as “ethnic cleansing.” But 
President Clinton's reluctance to 
put troops on the ground under¬ 
mined Washington's leverage 
with the Europeans. In the end, 
the administration allowed Euro¬ 
pean leaders to block a Clinton 
plan to arm Bosnia’s beleaguered 
Muslims and use air strikes 
against attacking Serbs, and has 
twice gone along with European- 
backed peace plans that Washing¬ 
ton initially opposed—including 
the current scheme for partition. 

Now, even though NATO has 
prepared, in painstaking derail, a 
blueprint to enforce an eventual 
peace agreement in Bosnia. US 
diplomats acknowledge it seems 
highly unlikely that tbe United 


States will dispatch half of the 
50.000 soldiers necessary to cany 
out the NATO plan, as Washing¬ 
ton initially promised. 

Some European diplomats in 
Washington say the NATO sum¬ 
mit scheduled for early next 
month in Brussels ought to take 
up the next stage of peace¬ 
keeping in Bosnia, in the event 
an agreement is reached. The dip¬ 
lomats say Europe should seek a 
new commitment from Clinton, 
who will be making his first trip 
as president to Europe, that US 
troops will participate in imple¬ 
menting any peace agreement 
But after debacles involving US 
forces in Somalia and Haiti, US 
officials say it would take a sus¬ 
tained public relations effort by 
Clinton to convince Congress and 
the public of tbe wisdom of send¬ 
ing troops to the Balkans. 

Instead, the Clinton administra¬ 
tion is expecting endorsement at 
the NATO summit of its new 
plan to build pan-European secur¬ 
ity. called the Partnership for 
Peace. The proposal would 
encourage military lies, joint 
exercises and planning among 
NATO, the former Warsaw Pact 
countries and the ex-Soviet 
republics without extending 
NATO protection to any of them. 

Although the plan is likely to 
be endorsed, it has not weakened 
the new belief among US allies 
that Washington is ceding its 
dominant security role. The Euro¬ 
peans point to events such as the 
recent complaint by secretary of 
state Warren Christopher that 
American policy had been “too 
Eurocentric” in the past and that 
future initiatives should be more 


•* Israeli government pledges its' economic support for the 
Palestinian self-rule areas—Gaza and Jericho, 
w* The Palestinian transitional government, will allow the 
Israeli business community to establish commercial and indus¬ 
trial enterprises in the self-rule areas. 

«* A special Israeli budget will be created for the benefit of the 
membeis of the Palestinian government and their families giv¬ 
ing them special privileges and access to such provisions as 
free education paid for by the Israeli government. 

Indeed, according to Sorakia, the budget of the self-rule 
government is an indivisible part of the Israeli budget for the 
development of the self-rule areas. 

Palestinians have the right to establish banks and/or joint 
financial institutions and impose taxes in the autonomous areas. 

The transitional self-rule government, will not object to 
Israelis selling or buying real estate and will facilitate then, the 
administrative procedure. 

** The Palestinians have the right to build an airport in Gaza, 
so long as its security is jointly administered by a Pnlestinian- 
Jsraeli command. 

** A financial support campaign, will be launched by the 
Israeli government for the self-rule areas. The transitional 
authority however, is not allowed to receive direct financial 
support from Israeli donations. Any such funds received will 
have to be made directly to the Israeli government and made 
through the special budgeL 

The transitional government will not be entitled to bunch 
any joint financial or commercial projects, nor sign any agree¬ 
ments without the permission of the Israeli government. 

The import and export of commodities for civilian use. can 
only by made through the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Trade. 
Any such decisions will not be taken by the Palestinians 
singularly. 

«■ The official currency in Israel and in the self-rule areas will 
remain the shekel. 

*■ The self-rule government will not be permitted to have any 
foreign currency dealings or receive external credit without 
reference to Israeli economic, trade and financial laws. 

It will not be permitted to hold any financial, economic, or 
trade dealings with the Palestinians living outside the self-rule 
areas, and those living in the Arab countries; but any such deal¬ 
ings must be made through special agreements reached with 
individual host Arab countries. 

The Israeli government will facilitate the movement and 
return of Palestinians wishing to work in the Arab oil countries. 
•* The Palestinian self-rule government in turn, will help Israel 
acquire development projects in the Arab world, after peace has 
been achieved between Israel and the Arab world. 

** Palestinians in the self-rule areas, will have the right of edu¬ 
cation in Israeli universities. 

The final part of the secret clauses, those on security arrange¬ 
ments. will be exposed next week in The Star. 
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focused on Asia. 

Christopher's insistence at a 
recent NATO meeting on the 
need to secure a global trade deal 
provided further evidence to the 
Europeans that the Clinton 
administration places a higher 
priority on US economic interests 
than on continental security 
questions. 

The Europeans, meanwhile, are 
embarking on a new initiative to 
prevent future Yugoslavia from 
exploding on their continent. 
France will host an EC confer¬ 
ence in April for Baltic and East 
European states to draw up a 
“stability pact" designed to guar¬ 
antee minority rights and consoli¬ 
date frontiers. 

“Europe is not in a position to 
dictate to the United States what 
its vital national interests should 


be, nor is anybody else in the^ 
world. On the other hand, Europe p 
cannot wait to identify its own-!" 
vital and strategic interests until 
the United States has made up its 
mind.” said Sir Russell Johnston,^ 
a member of Britain's Parliament, jgj 
in a report for the Western Euro-® 
pean Union, an alliance that^H 
focuses on defense. £1 

"Europe must act now and pre- 
pare for a future where it wi'II^J 
have to defend on its own certain? 
vital and strategic interests it may >4 
no longer share with the United]" 
States, and will have to handle! 
under the benevolent eye. but) 
without the active participations] 
of, the United Statesthe report-*' 
said. ■ 


LA Tlmes-Washington Post! 

News Service i 


Mao remembered by 


Chinese as fallible hero 


By Rone Tempest 


BEUING—-ON the lOOtb anni¬ 
versary of Mao Tse-nmg's birth, 
president Jiang Zemin has called 
nn the Chinese people w remem¬ 
ber the late deader as a national 
hero who ' nevertheless made 
many grave mistakes that the 
country's current leadership is 

■WA 

speech at the Great Hall of the 
people first praised Mao. then 
diminished him. casting para¬ 
mount leader Deng Xiaoping as 
the man who saved China from 
Mao's errors. Deng, S9 and 
believed to be ailing, cod not 
appear in public to acknowledge 
ihc anniversary. 

All over China Sunday, events 
commemorating Mao. who died 


in 1976, seemed touched by 
ambivalence toward tbe man 
who guided the Chinese revolu¬ 
tion but who also launched the 
country into 10 years of terror 
during the 1966-’76 Cultural 
Revolution. 

One national television net¬ 
work aired scenes From "The 
Red Detachment of Women” 
operatic ballet and other patriotic 
works. Another featured a glitzy 
two-hour variety show with occa¬ 
sional tearful testimonials from 
those who fondly remembered 
China’s “Great Helmsman!" 

But most official speeches and 
statements were tempered by 
equal parts praise and criticism 
of the former Chinese leader, 
who ruled the People's Republic 
of China from its creation in 
1949 until his death. 



Remembering Mao Tse-tung:the 1976funeral 

The most reverent memorials unveiled recently. ^ 
took place in Shaoshan, in Mao's But at M^ms. the tony 
native Hunan province, where a French bistro in one of Beings 
20-foot-high statue of Mao was gleaming new high-nse office 


complexes, the centennial was 
turned into a high-camp event for 
the irreverent arts set and foreign 
residents. Some of the partici¬ 
pants in the Chrisunas/Mao fete 
dressed up as Red Guards or as 
victims of persecution during the 
Cultural Revolution. A Christmas 
tree had small Mao photographs 
as ornaments. 

At another club near Beijing 
University, hundreds of Chinese 
and foreign students danced to 
music by the Police, the rock 
group Ramones and the Beat¬ 
les—mixed in with cuts of the 
Chinese national anthem and the 
Maoist hymn “The East is RecL“‘ 

In the much more subdued set¬ 
ting of the national Propaganda 
Department in central Beijing, 
500 scholars convened Sunday 
for a five-day symposium to 
debate the legacy of Maoist 
thought. 

In a speech at the symposium. 
Hu Sheng, president of tbe Chi¬ 
nese Academy of Social Sci¬ 
ences, seemed to capture the offi¬ 
cial take on Mao in the Deng era. 

"Although in the later part of 
his life Mao Tse-tung experi¬ 
enced many twists and turns and 
made a grave mistake in launch¬ 
ing the Cultural Revolution.'' Hu 


said, “history will not forget his 
great deeds and his pioneering 
spirit of exploration." 

After the rally of an estimated 
10.000 people where Jiang was 
the featured speaker, the senior 
leaders and other VIPs visited 
Mao's mausoleum in the adjacent 
Tiananmen Square, site of the 
1989 pro-democracy 

demonstrations. 

The general public, including 
thousands who gathered Sunday 
on tbe fringes of the square 
despite a frigid northerly wind, 
will not be permitted in the stone 
mausoleum, where Mao’s body is 
embalmed in a crystal glass case, 
until Monday. 

The Chinese leadership still 
fears the potential of a populist 
political movement built around 
Mao. 17 years after his death. 

Economic policies under Deng 
have created yawning disparities 
in income between urban and 
rural areas, where Maoism main¬ 
tains its firmest hold. “In the 
countryside," said US author and 
Beijing resident William Hinton, 
"Mao is still revered." ■ 


LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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MP attends UNICEF talks 
at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel 

• M$ Toujan Faisal was given a warm 
Marriott welcome by members of the 
management team upon her arrival for 
the seminar on Cooperation Flans for 
Arab NGO’s on Children Rights Aware¬ 
ness, organized by UNICES’ and held at 
the hoteL (From right to left) Mr Joseph 
Khoory, director of sales & marketing, 
Mr Richard Lyon, general manager ««i 
Mr Rami SaEadi, sales ex ecu ti ve. Partici¬ 
pants discussed papers on inffeasing 
people's awareness of the Children 
Rights Convention and its implementa¬ 
tion, through workshops, studies, and 
the circulation of information on children. 



Depicting subconscious worlds: 

Mohammad Issa's 
surrealism at its purest 


By Adrian Yahya and 
Mahmoud A) Abed 

Special to The Star 

IT IS said that Buddba. failing to 
solve the endemic problems of 
humanity, gave up and departed. 
And just as such, a nagging ques¬ 
tion keeps recurring: "Why has 
Mohammad Issa. who was one 
of the most prominent and pro¬ 
lific artists in Joidan, shunned the 
Jordanian art movement? 

In response to the question, 
Issa talks bitterly about the obsta¬ 
cles facing any real artist, and 
about the disappointment that 
threw him into despair and led 
him to forsake the march into sol- 
itude and isolation. However, the 
artist foresees an imminent return 
'with confident steps. 

In the meantime, he is working 
on a huge sculpture of solid wood 
; shaped like two big palms reach- 
ling up toward 'freedom' and the 
sky. It is a symbol that makes us 
. optimistic about his breaking the 
chains of isolation. He will dedi¬ 
cate this masterpiece to Amman: 
parity he loves passionately. 

Jordan's first surrealist painter 
directed much of his creativity 
'towards uncovering the essence 
of nature and women, translating 
both into vivid images. 

Issa started as an oil painter. In 
his paintings, he created a gentle 
world of surrealism as bis sub¬ 
conscious poured forth a stream 
of dreamlike landscape and 
human figures. 

Then he became a sculptor. 



A wooden statue of a pair of hands 


According to one critic, lss3 
"translated bis organic surrealis- 
tic images from bis oils into the 
three dimensions of solid wood. 
The smoothly polished, curving 
and elegantly elongated forms, in 
some cases, give a real aesthetic 
pleasure." 

Another critic draws a similar¬ 
ity between Issa and Earnest 
Hemingway in that both narrate 
mythological stories about the 
sea, and set up expressive dia¬ 
logues between the characters in 
a flow of associations. The best 
example of this is his large oil 
mural entitled 'A Sun In a Trap', 
which represents a complete 
epic. 

Issa's work expresses surreal¬ 


ism in its purest form: transpa¬ 
rency and ingenious colouring. 
He depicts subconscious worlds 
that hold subtle relations with 
reality. 

Issa has a substantial command 
of his media and is able to depict 
his visions in the most specific 
details and novel dimensions. 
Although Issa was influenced by 
famous artists, including Piere 
Brueghel, Boesch and Salvador 
Dali, he devoted his art to local 
and national issues, thus giving a 
unique flavour to his works. 

Women in Issa's works arc not 
only gentle and beautiful crea¬ 
tions. On the contrary^ he depicts 
women as a symbol oftJte-earth* 


Artist Mohammad Issa 


freedom and the homeland using 
solid wood as a medium. The 
abundance of empty spaces and 
details within the sculpture sym¬ 
bolizes his persistent attempts to 
unveil the secrets of this symbol, 
and indicates his warm and deep 
feelings towards iL 

Bom in Haifa in 1942. Issa led 
the typically difficult life of the 
average Palestinian. In the 1960s 
he went to Kuwait to work as a 
carpenter and through his experi¬ 
ences witnessed the Palestinian 
people's struggle for survival in 
the diaspora. 

Issa's surrealism seems highly 
-eumponak raging and violem/yet 
pure and honest. ■ r .~~ 


Jordan must improve 
tourism infrastructure 


By Bilal Hijjawi 

Star Business Editor 

BOASTING THAT Jordan is 
Petra says little more than a his¬ 
torical fact about the Kingdom. 
Jordan is more than the Nabatean 
dty Petra. Jordan is the clean 
sheets a traveller slips under after 
a long, exhausting drive iu the 
country. Jordan is the nice warm 
shower a traveller enjoys. Jordan 
is a smoke-free bus. airport and 
taxi environment Jordan is clean 
streets and plastic-free outdoors. 
Jordan is a package of hotels, his¬ 
tory, nature and hospitality 
served to the tourist in an original 
style. 

Such conditions make Jordan a 
tourist attraction and a favorable 
choice. Or this is what the King¬ 
dom could be when peace blos¬ 
soms into economic prosperity. 
Tourism should be shifted to the 
top of Jordan's national agenda. 
Jbe Government and private sec¬ 
tors must give tourism top 
priority. 

: According to Charles Barker. 
General Manager of the Forte 
Grand Amman Hotel, "the mar¬ 
ket is open for a variety of inter¬ 
ests: religious and sun-sea type 
holidays, and those who come for 
the historical aspects in Jordan." 
Other tourists come to get a gen¬ 
eral feel for the country while 
there are those who come as part 
of a group. Mr Barker adds. 

And like all industries, there 
are segments that maximize the 
financial rewards of tourism. “A 
lot of business conferences rake 
place in the Middle East. Jordan 
could attract much of it if the 
pght policy was implemented. 
Mr Barker added. 


Incentive 
business is 
another impor¬ 
tant segment in 
global tourism: 
"This is when a 
company takes 
its top execu¬ 
tives or top per¬ 
formers on a 
holiday for 
some days,” Mr 
Barker said. 

These people 
serious 
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dan attracts 


next lo nothing 
in this segment 
of tourism! 


But for Jor¬ 


dan to become 


a serious con¬ 
tender in this | 
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Charles 

Grand 


industry. it 
needs a com¬ 
prehensive 
tourism strat¬ 
egy. Accord¬ 
ing to Mr 
Barker, Jordan 
needs to 
develop a stra¬ 
tegic tourism plan to attract a 
worthy share of regional tourist 
markets. "Both Government and 
private sectors will have to coor¬ 
dinate to implement this plan." he 
said. 

"The Government should allo¬ 
cate more financial resources for 
development of the sector while 
many agencies in Government 
will need to coordinate their 
works to develop something com¬ 
prehensive and contact in the 
long term." Mr. Barker told The 
Star. 



Barker, General Manager, Forte 


There are a number of success 
stories in tourism, but finding 
some of them may prove hard. 
According to the Fone executive, 
“the rest house in Umm Qais is 
an excellent guest house, but 
remains very difficult to reach. 
There are no road signs that lead 
you to that place.” Umm Qais. 
one of Decapolis 10. has been 
transformed into a unique attrac¬ 
tion overlooking Tabarya lake 
and the Joulan Heights. Kan 
Zcman and the Tibeh Village are 
a good example of other original 
ideas that draw on Jordan's his¬ 


torical resources. But “you can’t 
have a dozen Kan Zamans or 
Tibeh villages,” Mr Barker con¬ 
tended. The new balloon service 
offered by the International trad¬ 
ers in Wadi Rum is “another orig¬ 
inal creative idea iu tourism.” 

Government should support the 
private sector by developing road 
signs and information services 
around the country. “Schools for 
training the human resource are 
essential if one wants to see this 
sector developing,” Mr Barker 
added. 

On a different scale, the Forte 
Grand has been receiving some 
of the renovation medicine. 
“Forte had been exercising a 
rebranding strategy globally, but 
has been carrying this stage fur¬ 
ther in the Middle East. We need 
to increase the number of hotels 
in the Middle East and very 
strongly awaken the marker to 
the fact that Forte is a serious 
top-of-tbe-range product,” said 
Mr Barker. 

Despite being a comparatively 
small player in the hotel business. 
Forte Grand Amman should be 
seen as a turn-around operation, 
“where the objective is to offer 
impressive . and _ innovative 
services." 

Though Forte has always run 
the hotel, customers thought the 
old Plaza Hotel a local operation. 
“We needed to bring the hotel up 
to its international image to make 
it more competitive and to inter¬ 
nationalize it more," the execu¬ 
tive said. “By which I mean it 
appealed so much to a limited 
market but did not have a broader 
spectrum. We needed to expand 
our base and make It more attrac¬ 
tive to an international clientele.” 
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Agenda 


EXHIBITIONS 

Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation is hosting an exhibi¬ 
tion of paintings by Fakhr El 
Nissa Zeid at Darat At Funun 
until 15 January. 

An exhibition dedicated to 


the 100th anniversary of the 
death of Guy de Maupassant 
will be on display at the French 
Cultural Center until 13 January 
1994. 

In celebration of Christmas, 
the French Cultural Center will 
be closed until 4 January. 

FILMS 

"*■ The American Center will 


show the Rescuer Down Under. 
Thursday, 30 December, at 5:00 
pm. 

•“ Iraqi artist. Abed AI Jabar 
Salman, will hold his solo paint¬ 
ing exhibition. The Beduin Cul¬ 
ture. at the Royal Cultural Center 
on Saturday, January 1st 1994, at 
5:00 p.m. The exhibition win run 
through 7 January. 



Avon: 

Giving women an 
opportunity in Jordan 

IN THE 1880's, a door-to-door book salesman, David McConnell, 
often gave his women customers a gift of inexpensive perfume. His 
gifts were so popular that be decided to start a perfume business. His 
former employer, now retired in California, suggested a name for this 
company aid the California Rsrfirme Company was bom. 

By 1939, the California Perfume Company was doing business in 
48 states. A new line of products called Avon was introduced in 1929; 
and in 1939 the company’s name officially changed to Avon Products 
Inc. An international division was set up to handle operations outside 
North 
America 
and by 
1959 Avon 
was intro¬ 
duced in 
the UK, 
which 
became the 
main head¬ 
quarters 
outside the 
US. 

Today, 

Avon Jsl 

one.,pt.ibe v :„,.;; ^ , y. .--nci ■■■ 

world's largest manufacture^^ cosmetics^ fragrances and toiletries. 
Avon’s products are sold in over 80 countries and has over 1.5 million 
representatives world-wide. 

Avon’s products have just been introduced in Jordan through the 
Malhas Group located in Tla* El Ali. The Star talked to Mrs .Edwins 
Sorkin, international sales manager of Avon, during her visit to die 
Malhas Group in Amman and Avon's new agent in Jordan. 

“We started work with the Malhas Group few months ago, and we 
know we have an excellent distributor. Malhas Group has an excellent 
marketing system in JordanMrs Sorkin said. 

Today more women work with Avon than any other company in the 
work!. *7 see enormous potential for Jordan, 1 think women in Jordan 
demand an opportunity with Avon. We can see that women here are 
looking for an opportunity to be independent, and make a career for 
themselves." she added. “We will be introducing lots of new products 
from time to time, as the market develops,” she said. 

British Council undergoes 
renovation 


• During January and February, the British Council newsletter 
will not be published because of a major program of building ren¬ 
ovation affecting many of the council's facilities. Renovation, will 
be completed during the first three months of 1994. Hie British 
Council is likely to be dosed for the public for a week or two in 
early March. 

Hie good news is that the council win host in April one of Brit¬ 
ain's foremost theatre companies, the New Shakespeare Company 
in a performance of The Taming of The Shrew. . . 



**ln the Stars ★★ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): 
Do research and you may settle 
an ongoing argument. Demands 
of career may infringe on your 
domestic life. 

TAURUS (20 
April-20 May): 

Concentrate on an 
assignment and 
still find time to 
contact a distant 
friend. Don't 
expea to get as 
much work done. • 

GEMINI (21 
May-21 June): 

You'll be chipper, 
but don’t spend 
more money than 
you have, A good 
time for shopping 
and returning gifts. 

CANCER (22 
June-22 July): A 
tough assignment's due this 
week. Your mood should 
improve. You may catch the eye 
of a suitable romantic prospect. - 
LEO (23 Joly-22 August): 
Check out a group activity. You 
may learn something. The pres¬ 
sure's on this week. Focus on fin¬ 
ishing work you promised. 
VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): You should be very effec¬ 
tive working with a group. That 
could lead to a more intimate 
relationship, if you're interested. 
LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber); You're good at expressing 
ideas, but don't make decisions. 


The full moon puts- pressure-on 
you. Humor a moody boss. ' 
SCORPIO (24 October- ;2I 
November): Take care of papers 
work . about 
money. A -great 
time for navel and 
for learning. 
Work • with 'atr, 
older person .and 
you’ll soak • up 
new maieriak 4. 

SAGFTCARIUSTV 
(22 Noveniber-21 
December): You 
.may " have . - to 
invest moreithan 
just time.in a pro*' 
jeer this - week. 
Discuss that; and 
^everything, -With 
^yourbest friend. 
CAPRICORN-- 
(22 December-19' /January): 
This ; is sTvery lucky week- for 
yon. Yooil have to work though,/ 
. reading* or writing: Just about 
everything is in your favor. '. 
AQl/ARIUS (20 Jannary-18! 
February): If aiigtatpbea 
■ pretty good ' week, although 
yob're under quite a bit of pres¬ 
sure. Do all the hardest stuffffrsi ’ 
PISCES ~ (W February-20 
: Marcb): Don't let an argument 
/with i roommate get you down. 
Talk it over with Wends. They31 
. probably say you're tight f. ' 




C > 
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Who are weddings for 
anyway’ 


wroien-Laughing totttyseit, i mougm u* u*. - 

Kcraimonnceroenfcof s nscinwrapcramre^3ie\^ug ■ 

. Once the devafor’s door opened wc was 

flash-fightr the video^camero awaited - 

flower bouquets pavedour way as we shook 

berofunfSarftccs. However, i did'recognize 

the hridc and grooiffjad'thdr relives .becauseTwite 

resemblances, but couldnottdl who the rest werf -' n 5 l *rj^; 

cight-yeawtid ante end of Ac Hnc * fixing hisbow-uc. 

Lathe : ball,vwrwere surprised by the number of people 
invited Wb.jcmgdn.’t ste out friend's rafale and fe(t awkw 
also felt that ev^ate was lookingos, not only 
we are. but commenting of course cm the clothes jwe wore aw 
wondermg what vyfrdkTfora living! My husband finally s Pp I j£“ 
our friends, dashed .quickly for their cable and hence to inc 
saf^ofaaonytiti^^' K , 

We, IBte evefyHjtiy else, continued chatting as if this was Ha- 
very essence of ocmaliiy, eycs gazed on the most intricate ana 
private ofdeUtils.-f-v v?° - 

Soon aftcr, tn/ j£r' r^crediW)■ loud, boisterous and long 
entraicei the bride and groom walked in, taking their seats with 
the guests watching ;and’busbly. passing' comments about me 
bride's looks, hair and dress—the groom of course hardly 
received irmentiotu/ o -.! L’. 

The wedding ceremony ended with a hHge applause and soon 
the mad (lancing begaa.lt.wasdifficulL to make a conversation 
after that because_qf ifec music and of the fact that we were all 
too busy warehiogUmakiog-oor little irrational judgment* at just 
about everyone, including the waiters and their service! 

A few hours later,’the.bdl rangopening the buffef. il w as then 
that I became aware of the behaviorof 'locusts.' Everyone 
rushed to the - buffet: tabte,Sffvtymg the food, complaining 
about the variety, hot pgtiog up enormous amounts any way! 

After the raitiwasow/tbc beat was on again and the mad 
house was in fufl^swingt 1 kept my distance from the dance 
floor: plugging'*^talking, rather shout- 
ing. to the closesiperson next to me. \ * 

■ Modi iaicr. wo c^ngyarulapxl' the .exhausted bride and groom 
and we went back baste: Wasn't this wedding.like ali the rest? It 
caused distress atid fiijariatit^, tbbqthfamilics and let the Tash- 
ion-conscious paratte tbetnsejvcs in W open house of gossip, a 
frecdicmcraiiAdam^LSd^af^ralt of this, who do you suppose 
weddings are for? B ';/ vr : ’ 





not for me 

. . r -,/; J^teTybjiir>g l<just^n Jw>Ur ago." -; ; 


,0;M, 

sg. - - -r , mm 


Mb ,, ^rj b sb 


“O^igqtjone^dayxxrsay ; ctariitt' cif’dern ftT 
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Le 


Lucarne a succes 


ourdain 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


# Une femme, blonde el en colere , difend de toute son inergie son domains famil¬ 
ial menaci de destruction. "Le chateau des oliviers ” est mte saga passioanante sur 
fond d'intrigues famiUales et de dicouvertes arckeologiques dans le cadre enchan- 
teur de la Provence du Sud de la France. Cette side tSIevisie a rentporti un 
immense succes, cet ete, sur les lucames frangaises et a gagni un "7 d'or ", la plus 
haute recompense du petit icran. ",Le ch&teau des oliviers”, c'est sur la deuxieme 
cfuttne tous les mardi a 17h30. Ne ratez pas le premier episode, cette semaine. 

Autre nouveau succts sur la tilivision jordanienne: "Taratata ", lejeudi a 17h30. 
Cheque sememe, le semidant Nagui (Vanimateur qui n 'en finit pas de monter sur la 
TVftmtfaise) regoit une grande vedette de la chanson. Carte blanche pour Vinviti. 
Prodigieusement realisee en public, cette Emission n 1 a rien a voir avec les tradition - 
nets shows de variites. En direct integral, c'est & cheque fois Voccasion d'un mini- 
concert de stars. La semaine demiere, on pauvait dicouvrir Lenny Kravitz chanter 
aux cBtSs de Jean-Louis AuberL Une emission 6venement. 



Premiere 


La radio en francais 


puissance trois 


Le ler janvier, les programmes en frangais de Radio Jordanie passent de 2 a 6h par jour. Une 
avalanche de nouveautes sur les ondes et un pari a remporter par l'equipe francophone. 


SUR LES ondes, le P&re noEI 
aura une semaine de retard. Cest 
au matin do premier de J'An que 
vons trouverez dans vos postes le 
cadeau de Radio Jordanie: des 
programmes en frangais multi¬ 
plies par trois. Aprfcs 1'expErieace 
d'une annEe avec deux ben res 
magnates, la station francophone 
oaft v&itahle rasnt avec la nou- 
velle annEc. De 7b % 24b, diffu¬ 
sion non stop sur 90 FM avec six 
heures de programmes originaux 
en frangais. 

Tin 92, nous avions profite de 
la visfte du president Mitterrand 
pour dEmarrer la diffusion en 
frangais. Ccla avail Ete trEs ra¬ 
pt de. D nous a eased te fallu un an 
pour trouver des Arabes franco¬ 
phones et pour les former aux 
techniques radiophoniques", ex- 
plique Jaw ad Zada, respoosable 
•des services Grangers ft la radio. 
La petite Equipe des d&>ats 
(Kawther, Haitham, Ossama, 
Akthara) s'est enrichie de quafre 
pEti llantes jeunes femmes et 
deux noovelles recnies sent at- 
jeodues le mois prochain. 

% 4 3» 1'efTervescenct gagne 

le servibe frangais. Khadija 
s’entraine ft la confection de la 
revue de la presse jordanienne. 
Une nouvelle rubrique qu’elle 
piEseatera dfes samedi matin. 
Haitbam et Thierry soot en stu¬ 
dio pour crEer gEndriques et jin¬ 
gles inEdits. Chacun reptee sa 
place sur la nouvelle grille. En at¬ 
tendant farrivEe des nouveau* 
animateurs, Te mois de janvier 
sera pour tous trfes chargd. 

"La nouvelle formule demande 
beau coup plus de travail de prep¬ 
aration et de prise de mien) 
qu'auparavant L'ambiance aussi 


va changer. D y aura du 
monde toute la journEe au 
service frangais. C'est une 
excellente chose", confie 
Haitham qm rempiit main- 
tenant le r&le de chef 
d'Edition. Pour Thierry, ex¬ 
pert frangais auprfes de la 
radio, une pdriode de rod- 
age est inevitable: "Avec 
une cascade d'Emissions 
nouveOes. le premier d6fi 
sera que lout s'enchaine 
bien ft I'antenne". 

Chansons frangaises et 
infos, le goflt du "Croissant 
Chaud” matinal demeure et 
se prolongs jusqu’S 10b. 

Un rEvefl torn que avec d&s 
7hl5 un nouveau rendez¬ 
vous: "Same, forme, beau- De 7h & 20h, Radio Jordanie propose un coktail de nouveautes en 
tE". Autre rubrique inEdite: frangais sur 90 FM. A vos postes dis le ler janvier! 
la revue de presse. Aprfes les 



litres de 8h, les joumaux jordani- 
eas sont passes an crible, puis 
c'est le tour de la presse frangaise 
apaEs le flash de 9b. 

En plus de Phonoscope, des 
programmes de la television et 
des horaires de Royal Jordanian, 
l'animatrice fera le point sur le^ 
expositions et films ft ne pas 
manquer avec TL'agenda" de. 
7h45. Elle proposera aussi un 
"Rendez-vous avec la langue 
frangaise" ft 9hl5 et un rappel 
des grands Evfcnements du passE 
avec "Cest amvfi aujourdhui" & 
9h45. 

De 10b k 17h, place ft la mu- 
si que dassique. Un moment ap- 
pteciE par de nombreux aucb- 
teurs. Dans le courant de I'annEe, 
un animateur devrait annoncer ft 
i'antenne le litre des oeuvres pro- 
grammEes. "Nous sommes c dis¬ 
ci ents que diffuser de la znusique 


sans ancune indication n'est pas 
satisfaisanL Avec de nouveUes 
recrues. nous aUons y reinEdier 
rapidement". promet Jawad 
Zada. 

A partir de I7h, Radio Jorda- 
nie propose- une aprts-midi -en 


intemationales") vienneiu 
completer une tranche "tout info" 
jusqu'h 19b. Dfes la seconde moi- 
tlb de janvier, I'dquipe franco¬ 
phone de la radio concoctera un 
magazine de reportage local. Une 
Emission "maison" sur le module , 


langue frangaise total ement infi- da "Jordan Weekly tti5 &u‘'igrv?<Je 
dite. Elle ' r s‘aaend a toucher* tin ~ Vn«fSr» * ’• • •-'Htov 

vaste public nouveau. Si les pro¬ 
grammes matinaux s'adressent 
suit oat aux femmes au foyer, 
rapres-midi va pennettre aux 


pereonnes actives, €tudiants et 
dcoliers de d£couvrir les Emis¬ 
sions en frangais. 

Tomes les heures, 1’actuaJite de 
la jountee est d&linfie en "li¬ 
tres", "Rash info", "Revues de 
presse" avec comme moment fort 
le "Journal de sept minutes" i 
J8h30. Des magazines en alter- 
nance ("Hh'granes". "Monu¬ 
ments", "Portrait", "Perspectives 


Aprds-midi avant tout <fc diver¬ 
tissement. la musique se faille la 
part du Hon sur les ondes. Chan¬ 
son frangaise. bien stir, raais aus¬ 
si du Jazz, le dimanche, du Zouk, 
Ie mercredi, et du RaT, le vendre- 
tti. "Nostalgie" went combler les 
amoureux des grands inteqjrfeies 
frangais. Piaf, Montand, Trfnet 
(...) seront alors au rendez-vous. 
Retour dans le passfi aussi avec 
"Cette annCe-ia" pour entendre 
les grands succfes des ann6es 60 b 
nos jours. Et en 30 minutes, le 
“Portrait de Chameur" permettra 


de mieux oonnaitre une person¬ 
nel]'te, sa vie et ses chansons. 

Le dimanefae, de I8h40 h 19b, 
les auditeurs sont ft la program- 
Eoation avec l'fraission de d6tfi- 
caces- Envoyez, dfts aujounfhui. 
vos messages et suggestions par 
courrier. Cc programme est le 
vfltre! Enfln, le dernier moment 
fort de ces apfos-uudi en frangais 
sera le "Top France": le classe- 
ment des chansons les plus popu¬ 
lates du moment Ce top est le 
fruit des indications donndes par 
une vingtaine de stations franco¬ 
phones Epaipillfes dans le 
monde, de I'Asie ft VAmtirique du 
Sud. Un son neof ft 6coliter deux 
fois par semaine ft partir de la mi- 
janvier. 

Cette nouvelle grille, particu- 
liftrement copieuse (voir le tab¬ 
leau ri-contra), n'a pas 6puis6 
toutes les iddes de l'dquipe de la 
radio. L'annfie 94 pourrail voir la 
cteation d'une Emission 
d'interview en studio, de directs 
telEphoniques avec les audi¬ 
teurs...etc... Radio Jordanie a 
choisi le mouvemenL Aux audi¬ 
teurs de sui'vre. Pour Jawad 
'Zadfc'le "cadeau du Ittrjanvier" 
n'est qu'une Etape: "E y a2GFans, 
le service en anglais timfttait 2 
heures et demie par jour. Depuis. 
nous sommes passEs ft 17 heures 
quotidiennes. Le service en 
frangais suivra le mSme cfaeimn". 
Premier pas dbs samedi. Alors, 
calez-vous sur 90 FM! ■ 

Florent ChevoOean 


Choisissez vos chansons prfiTE- 
rGes, dedkacez-Ies ft vos amts 
en Ecrivant ft Radio Jordanie: 
Radio Jordan 
French Section 
PO BOX 909 
AMMAN 


La nouvelle grille 
sur 90 FM 


7h a 10k: Croissant Chaud 

• 07.15: Saute, Forme, BeantE 

• 0730: Le Journal 

• 07.45: L'Agenda (Expos, Films...) 

• 08.00: Les Hires de 1'ActnaUtE 

• 08.02: Revue de ha Presse Jordanienne 

• 08.05»>08.15: Sequence Internationale 

• 08.15: L'HfHroscqpe 

• 0830: Farler an Quotidien (samedi, dimanche, luudi, mar¬ 
di, mercredi) 

Regards sur la France (jeudl, vendredi) 

• 08.45: Programmes de la TEJEvision 

• 09.00: Flash Info 

• 09.04: Revue de la Presse Frangaise 

9 09.15: Rendez-vous avec la Langue Frangaise 
9 0930: Horaires de Royal Jordanian 
9 09.45: Cest ArrivE Anjonrd'hui 
910.00: Flash Info 


10h a 17h: Musique Classique 


17ka20h: Les 
Nouveautes 

917.00: Flash Info 
917.04»>1730: 

Jazz (dimandie) 

91730: L'Agenda 
91733>»l8.0(h 
Nostalgie (dimanche) 
918,00: Les Hires de 
1'ActualitE 



918.02>»1830: Portrait de Chan tear (mardi) 

Zouk (mercredi) 

Ral (vendredi) 

91830: Le Journal 

91837: Revue de la Presse Jordanienne 
91&40>»19JKH FRigranes (luudi) 

Monuments Omardi) } 

Portrait (mercredi) 

Perspectives Internafiondes (jeudi) 

Maga z ine de Rqiortage (courant janvier, lejecdi) 

918.40»>20.00: les DEfficaces (dimandie) 

Cette AnnEe-Lft (samedi) 

919.00: Les litres de FActualitE 
19.03: Revne de la Presse Frangaise 
919.05>»20.00: Le Top Ftrance (luudi et jeudi, courant jan- 
yier) 

91935: Flash Info 


20k a 24k: Reprise des Emissions en 
Anglais 


Jordan 


1 Exp 


ress 



Sourire a I'antenne 


Documentaliste de formation, Khadija est devenue une "pro" de 
1’ animation et des infos en quelques semaines. Rencontre avec une voix 

frangaise de la radio. 


KHADDA. C’EST te sourire. Sa bonne humeur illu¬ 
mine les marinates de la radio en frangais depuis 
bientOr trois mois. DiplSmEe en sciences de 
me fe 


reformation, cette jeune femme de 29 flits Etait bib- 
liothEcaire dans une universite marocaine ft Rabat 
MariEe ft un Jordanien, elle est ft Amman depuis ft 
pwV un an. Avant aoflx. elle n'avail jamais pEnEtrE 
daws un studio de radio. 

"La premiftre fois que je me suis retrouvEe devant 
le micro, j'dtais pE&ifiEe. MEmc le_ fait d’entendre 
ma voix me dErangeait". Pour Khadija, comme poor 
les trois autres jeuoes femmes engagEes cet Ete, la 
radio reprEsentaii un dEfi angoissant 

En quelques semaines, Khadija, Yasmine, Nassi- 
ma et Fadila ont dQ apprendre toutes les ficelies d'un 
nouveau inEtier. Et m£me de deux mEtiers puis- 
qu'elles sont ft la fois animatrices et jouroaJistes. "A 
TEpoque, je ne me sentais absolument pas ft la hau¬ 
teur. Mais Ie fait de travailler en Equipe m'a beau- 
coup aidEe", confie la souriante animatrice. 
Redaction des litres, du flash, du journal de la re¬ 



vue de presse; techniques de mortage, de montage; ttnadya P**J ei 
lancemem des chansons, confection de rubriques, samedi matin. 
exerdees au micro: les quaere nouveUes, devenues 
amies. n’ont pas chfioiE pendant leur formation assu- 
rtfe par l'Equipe initiaie du service frangais. Dfes septembie, elles 
Etaient ft I'antenne. „ , . . , , ,, 

Leur frangais ureprochable a 
sEduit les ficteles de "Croissant 
chaud” et leur entbousiasme 
esc aujouttThui un atom pour la 
teussUe de la nouveOe formule 
lancEe le ler.janvier. "Elies 
sont exceUcntes", reconnait 
Haitham, un des piliers du ser- - 
vice frangais. "A Taise, gaits, 
souriantes, elles n'ant pas ft 
rougir de 1ft comparaison avec 
des animamces sur les radios 
frangaises". 

Avec I'ouvenure des pro¬ 
grammes 1'aprfeS-midi. chacune 
a voulu un rendez-vous teguh'- 
er avec les auditeurs. Une 
fagon d’apposer sa griffe. de 
pri w lEgier ses gotits musicaux, 
de fidEliser sa propre audience 


S*iSonraS; Khadija perfections sa technique de la revue presse pour etre prete dis 



sur one demi-joumEe pnScise. Fan des rythmes endiablEs, Khadija 
ptesoitera la derai-heure de Zook, te mercredi Elle a aussi donnE 
ridge des portraits de chanteurs, mais elle ne sera pas la seule ft 
animer ce nouveaux programme hebdomadal re. 

Pour Khadija. le dEcUc c'est I'ammarion: "Jaime ce contact cha- 
leureux avec les gens. Je me sens plus dEtendue. plus naturelle que 
lorsqne je prEseote les informations". Ce contact Etabli ft travers 
les ondes rfconforte beaucoup la jeune dEradnEe. "A I'antenne, j'aj 
' 1'impression tfexister. Cela comble mon isoleraent". 

Khadija n'est pas exemptEe pour antam de ses devoirs 
d'actualitE. Trois fois par semaine. elle pnSsentera la revue de 
presse jordanienne, puis frangaise. Les joumaux EtalEs devant elle, 
le dictionnaire ft portEe de main, elle s'entraone ft cet cxcrcice diffi¬ 
cile. "La preparation de la revue de presse dure au molns deux 
beures". 1 

En sirivaot Khadija en studio, qui poprrait songer que cette 
femme rayonnante et dEanvolte face an micro etait une novice il y 
a exaq mois ft peine? EUe n'a pourtant pas gomme toutes ses an- 
goisses. "Lorsque je dois Eire ft la radio ft 4h du matin pour ptepar- 
er les joumaux, je ne peux pas fermer l'cril tte la unit J'ai irop peur 
de ne pas me rEvdller!". ftxrr samedi prochain, au moins, elle ne 
serabas la seule... Reveillon de la St Sylvestre oblige. 

F.C. 


ISLAMISTES - Les elec¬ 
tions au sdn du Fmnl 
d'action islumique ont t-u 
la riefoire des mndens. 
Husieucs leaders e\lrv- 
mistes. comme le rjjpme 
Abu Zanl n’ont tus 
missi ft gagner un .siege 
dans le Conseil du parti 
Pour la premiere fois uni 
femme a ete elue ft a 
conseil. 


SYNDICAT - Le Pa de¬ 
ment examine, en ce 
moment, un pnijel tie Jo: 
pour la creation de sjn- 
dicats d'enseignunts. 
Apres son adoption par la 
Chambre bassc, c'est au 
tour du Serial de dtibaUrc 
de ce texte. Le Haul cor.- 
seil pour l'interpretation 
de la loi a juge le projel 
conlraire ft la Constitu¬ 
tion. Le Senat a done dec¬ 
ide dc Ie renvoyer devant 
sa commission judicial re. 


DETTE - L'AUcmagne 'i 
annule 93 millions DJ dc '* 
la detle de la Jordanie a'^ 
son egard. C'est la 
deuxieme fois, cette 
annec, que les autorites | 
allemandes decident une 
telle mesure pour sou-'* 
lager I'econonue jorda- [ 
nienne. La dette jorda-*" 
nienne envers -'ll 

I'Allemagne chute ainsi 
de 234 millions DJ a 213 
millions. ' • ‘‘5 


BANQUE - A la demande ^ 
de 1'OLP. Ie gouveme- i 
raent decide de retarder j 
''oirverture de succursalcs 
de banques jordaniennes 
dans les Territoires occu- 
pes. Le mois dernier, la 
Banque centrale avail 
encourage les banques du 
Royaume a Etudier la 
reouverture de (curs 
branches cisjordaniennes 
fermees aprfts la Guerre 
de 1967. ■ 


Les 


Conference 

droits de l'enfant 


conformes a la Sharia 


La Conference de 1TJNICEF, h Amman, s'est penchee sur l'app]ication de la 
Convention des droits de l'enfant. Certains pays musulmans demeurent recalcitrants [ 


SEULS QUATRE pays musuJr 
mans n'ont pas encore rarifiE la 
Convention intemarionale des 
droits de l'enfant Malgng des modi¬ 
fications du texte pour le rendre 
compatible avec la loi islamique 
(sharia), ces Etais conrinuent de 
camper sur tears positions. A tord. 

Depuis 1989, annEe de la signa¬ 
ture de la convention par 
I r Assemble gEoEr^e des Nations- 
Unies, 147 pays exit soutenu les 
prindpes posEs par ce texte de nSf- 
Erence. La pluport, dont la Jorda¬ 
nie, a d6jS pris les mesures nEces- 
saires pour tEaHser "un monde 
meflleur" ft leurs enfants. 

Au corns de la conference organ- 
isEc, la semaiiie demiere, ft Am¬ 
man, par le Foods des enfants des 
Nations-Unies, te Dr Sa'eed Dak- 
kak a ptesentE ft la tribune un papi¬ 
er dEtajllE sur la compatibQitE de la 
Joi islamique avec te Convention 
des droits de l'enfant. D a prouvE 
comment cc texte insiste star les 
principes et les libenEs prdnEes par 
llslam et garantit les droits prinri- 
paux de llndividu et de l'enfant 
L’opposition des pays musul- 
mans contra te convention lore de 
1a Conference (TAlexandrie en 
1988 Etait cOTcefflrEe sur trois 
prams prindpaux: 1a Kberte de la 
“gjoru les droits des parents et te 
principe de I'adoption. 

Lore de la deuxiftme lecture de la 
convention, les objections soule- 
vEes par les pays musulmans ont 
Ete prises en compte, Plusietxre 
modifications ont Ete introduites 
pour que ce texte puisse Eire adop- 


Ifi par tous les pays 
du monde. Toutr- 
fois. certains fernct- 
tent encore des iE- 
serves. 

Sur le premier 
point. Dr Dakkak a 
monttequelaliber- 
te (ir la religion est 
la ifberiE pour les 
minorite (te prau- 
quer leur rites relig- 
ieux dans te pays 
oil ib lEsidem. "Le 
problcme pour les 
enfants dans te 
monde arabe n'est 
i videmment pas de 
changer leur foi m 
dc les convertir ft 
une autre religion. 
Ce qu'ils ont besoin 
esi d'obtemr leur 
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Les droits de Verf ant existent dans une convention Internationale depuis 7958.; 
Mais, plasieurs pays musulmans refitsent encore de ratifier ce texte. 


droit de penser et tfexprimer leurs 
reflexions librement". 

La convention insiste aussi sur te 
droit de la famine et des parents 
que les enfants doivenr respecter. A 
maintes reprises, la convention fait 
Elusion mix droits de la famiUe. 
L'anicte trois, par exemple, garantit 
le fien-Ems des enfants "en tenant 
coirpte des drdts et des responsa- 
hjlites de tears parents oa de leurs 
gaidiens". 

Le tnusiftme point, considErE 
comme le phis important et fe plus 
sensible, est l'article concemant 
I'adoption. En principe. te loi mu- 
sulmane interdit I'adoption. Selon 
cite le oora de l'enfant ne doit pas 
ctre modifiE ra rempJacE par celui 


de ses paraziLs d'adoption. La con¬ 
vention. qui reconnait fadoption 
comme le systeme principal em¬ 
ploye par les pays signataiies. a ete 
modifiE au cours de la deuxi&mc 
lecture. 

A ptesent, le texts inclus fe lerme 
"kafala" avec cTaums modes de 
protection parentafc, exduant ainsi 
le systeme d'adoption comme la 
seule mEihode appliquEe. Dans la 
loi islamique, le "kafala" stipule 
que les parents dEsirants adopter un 
enfant rionl pas le droit de lui don- 
ner lair nom de famille. Selon la 
convention, le role des parents se li- 
mite ft foumir 1a protection et Taide 
nEcessaire a l'enfant adopcE afin 
qu’ii puisse menerune vie normaJe, 

"La flexibility el I’universalite ca- 


ractErisem ainsi la Convention de? 
droits de l'enfant", assure Dr Dak- 
kak. Pbur lui. les demiere pays mu^ 
sulmans n’oru plus aucun prEtcxtc 
pour refuser leur ratification. 

Lots dc la conference a Amman, 
un repteseniam dc fun des pays te- 
caJdtram n'a nuUement monuE sa 
volomc de changer cfavis. "La coni 
vention doil seulement stiputer It* 
systems de Tcataia'. Ce n'est pas en£ 
core le cas". s'cst-il comentE dc te-* 
pondre. Au milieu des nombreuscs; 
recommandations dc cette confer-j 
ence de IX'NICEF, un nouvel appcl* 
ft te ratification a Etc lance. Espt- 
rons qu'ii sera entendu. Dans 
finterel des enfants. ■ 
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Programs on 


Panorama 
Wednesday, at 9:00 
pm 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — The Fanelli Boys 
09:00 — Talk Show 
09:30 — The Campbells 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Feature Film: Big 
Business. Starring Bette Mid¬ 
ler. Lily Tomlin. Bizarre hap¬ 
penings occur when two identi¬ 
cal twins check Into the same 
hotel. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — You Bet Your Life, 
with Bill Cosby. 

09:10 — The Power Game 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Island Son. A mother 
faces anguish and morality 
about whether to donate her 
dying daughter’s heart to a 
boy with heart failure. 

11:10— The Golden Palace 

MONDAY 

08:30 — The Torkelsons 
09:10 — Thirty Something. 
While Nancy is in hospital for a 
cancer operation, Mike receives 
some shocking news about a 
friend. 

10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Clayton. Lee Van 
Cleef plays the role of a sheriff 
who is after a family responsi¬ 
ble for a number of crimes. 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — The Respected Family 
09:10 — Man and the Machine. 
The police are after brokers 
who seO Romanian babies for 
adoption to American families. 
10:00— News at Ten 
10:20— Cape Rebel. In South 
Africa, the Boer War prisoners 
are taken to St Helena Island. 


IT'S A COLD 
NIGHT TO &£ 
WAITING ON A 
MOVIE LINE. 
BALLOON □ BEARD 
CACTUS D QAtsY □ 
FLAMINGO □ 

GHOST □ HEART D 
PAFER PLANE □ 
SKIER □ SLICE Of 
PIZZA □ PYRAMIDS 
SNOWMAN □ 


Never 
ceasing to 
be funny , 
Cosby 
improvises 
jokes on 
the spot in 
You Bet 
Your Life , 
Sunday, at 
8:30 



This is the story of one prisoner 
who prefers a sentence for life 
than facing a firing squad. 

11:10 — Night Court Dan is 
bitten by a dog. 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Too Close for Comfort 
09:00 — Panorama: Peace 
made in Hell. A trip behind the 
scenes into the mak i n g of 
Europe's most vulnerable new 
states. 

10:00 — News at Ten 

10:20 — Till Mnrder Do Us 

Part 

THURSDAY 

08-30 — Flesh and Blood. 
Rachel, a lawyer, finally meets 


her long-lost brother. 

09:10 — Da Beat’s On 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
Marked for Mnrder. Upon the 
recommendation of a psychia¬ 
trist, a tough prisoner is set 
bee to help with police work! 

FRIDAY 

08-30 — Walter and Family. 
Zack, while at his grandpar¬ 
ent's house, pretends to be sick 
to avoid going to school. 

09:10 — Faces and Places 
10:00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — The River Kings 
11:10 — Yes Minister 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANQA1S 


SAMEDI 

0530 — Les Aventimers de 
L'espace 

05:41 — L’Ecole des Fans 
06:30 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — UshnaXa 

DIMANCHE 

5:30 — Film: Des Cadavres k la 
Pelle (Part IT) 

07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—FenetreSur 

LUNDI 

05:30 — GeopoDs 

0630 — Magazine Local, pre- 

sent£ par Saleh Madi 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

HARD! 

0530 — Le Chateau des Oli¬ 
viers (Episode I) 

06:00 — Beatunanoir 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Varigtfe 

MERCRED1 

0530— Only 

0^:00 — Sports: NBA 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L'BBstoire 

JEUDI 

0530—Tara tata 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

0530 — Les Cles de Fort 
Boyard 

07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15—Le Cirque Mondial 
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- j Color me 


re now reedy la solve today's puzzle. Study the picture for a hint, 
play around with the latter* In die circle*. You'H find you can put 
harder *o they rnehe etunny answer. 
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SNAPDRAGON by Steve Barr 


GREAT 

PARTY, 

WIZARD/ 


THANK YOU/ 
SNAPPY IS 
IN CHARGE 
OF THE 

REFRESHMENTS.. 



WHAT 
DO YOU 

recommend?] 




Recommended Listenings 

A Real Dead One 
Iron Maiden 

IRON MAIDEN has released tune albums since 1980- They 
with enormous success especially in Europe but their popularity 
in the States took a dive in the late 1980s. 

Earlier this year Iron Maiden released This 

Real Live One. featuring classic tracks made since 1986. inis 
was followed by A Real Dead One. an album that continued Iron 

Maiden’s expose of their earlier songs. ’• _ 

A Real Live One disappointed toe. It is completely unoriginal 
and is not the best works of Iron Maiden, as 1 am sure most or 
their fans would agree. This disappointment continued as their 
last album Fear of the Dark, was simply icmble. . 

Listening to classics like Hallowed Be Thy Name or Wfo.rc 
Eagles Dare brings back images of one of the greatest heavy 
metal bands that ever existed. ' , _ . .'s' 

Compared id their legendary Live After Death, it lS J lb '™ uS 
that the band has lost its edge, since the aforementioned album 
has betler versions of live tracks than A Real Dead One. 

This album con¬ 
tains 12 songs. 7 of 
which were previ¬ 
ously ■ released in 
Live After Death. 

So, if you already 
have this album, 
think twice before 
buying the new one. 

A Real Dead One 
kicks off with The 
Number of the 
Beast, The Trooper, 
then a track origi- 
j nally performed by 
ex-vocalist Paul Di 
Anno, who per¬ 
formed in the first 
two albums with 
Iron Maiden. On the 
A side, there are 
actually five other 
tracks from the first 
two albums, includ¬ 
ing an instrumental: 

Transylvania and 
Remember Tomor¬ 
row with Bruce 
Dickinson rendering 
special versions of 

these songs. . . . 

Side B starts with a bad version of Sanctuary, but contains 
two of the Maiden's best live tracks: Running Free and Iron 

Maiden. . • 

The release of this album is meant to mark a new era in tee 
band's history; an era that might end the spell of death on tire 
band since vocalist Bruce Dickinson left (the band's first shock. 
rame when guitarist Adrian Smith took a hike). Besides lus. 
unique voice, Bruce was one of the band’s most influential 

members. „ _ ., _ - 

Finding a proper replacement for Dickinson -was far from 
easy, but the band is determined logo on and.a replacement wtt- 
be announced soon, with the possibility that their old vocalist 
might come back. , 

I've always been an ardent fan of Iron Maiden, aid 1 (toot 
think that this turn u> a British-styte New Wave Metal is doing 
them any good. They must go back to their original classic 
sound or, quite frankly, be doomed! ■ 

AymanShihsdeb 



Bridge 

By Tannah Hirsch 

Bridge Crimes Can Pay 
Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* Void 

Q 8 6 5 

0 A K 10 9 7 4 3 

* A Q 

WEST EAST 

* A K J 9 3 * Q 10 6 5 2 

<7 J 10 2 K 

0 5 0 6 2 

# K 8 7 2 #3 10 643 

SOUTH 
#8 74 
A 9 7 4 3 
OQJ 8 

* 95 


The bidding: 



West North 

East 

South 

1 4b DU 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass Dbl 

Pass 

6 9 

Pass Pass 

DU 

Pass 

Pass Pass 




Opening lead: King of # 

In the best of all possible worlds, you would be rewarded for 
your good deeds and punished for your crimes. In real life, 
unfortunately, that is not always the case. 

When North could force his partner to bid at the five-level 
vulnerable with his repeat takeout double. South judged that 
his cards would all be working, so he leaped to six hearts. 
East’s did not have a double of seven hearts, let alone,six. 
However, his action had strange repercussions in the play. 

West led the king of spades, ruffed in dummy. Declarer 
could think of no reason for East’s double other than a trump 
stack. In order to hold his trump losers to two shouldEasthave 
started with all four trumps, declarer elected to lead the queen 
at trick two. That also offered a chance to make the contract 
should West have a singletc.n jack or ten. .. r ’ 

West covered perforce, and declarer won the ace* was 

«>ill one chance for the contract-—that trumps were 2 - 2 —S 3 
declarer led a trump. West was able to take two truoip.tricks 
and two spades for down three—80fr points out of thin airv 
Had there been no double, declarer would have made De 
contract easily. The normal way to play the cramp suit is to 
cash the ace, then lead toward the queen. Since the king would 
have dropped, declarer would have had no trouble in holding 
his trump losers to only one, so he would have romped home 
with his contract. / 

e 1WJ. Tnfcwie Media Service* - 


WORD WISE 


Q: Iconsiderrayselfa care¬ 
ful writer, but I’m always 
stumped by the use of beside 
and besides. No matter what I 
write, it never looks right. 
Can you give me a simple 
rule to guide me? . 

A: Both words can be used 
as prepositions and adverbs-. 
But that probably doesn’t 
clear up your confusion.-I 
hope this does: Beside means 
at the side of. For example. 


"Mycai likes tositbesidemei” 
or ‘^Shirley was beside herself j 
wjth grief When her-husband 
died." Besides means in addi-. 
tion to nr other than.. For ex- 
■ample, "Besides John. ’two 

/ other menare going camping,'! 

or ‘7 opted not to go; besides,. 
I wasn’t invited.’’ . 

Send questions or comments fm: 
Word Wise to P.O. Bdi ’4367, 
Orlando, Fla- 32802-1367. : 

C 19M. Ttf*dne Media Sernas 


Artist 

Bry an Adams 
Guns’n'Roses : .y. 

MariahCfey ‘ 

Scorpions.. j >' ;X 
Nirvana - • ■' 
PttSHapBpiX: 

Billy Joel 
pearl Jain v-\;' 

Phil Collins 

K^adioHead.- 

KiissKross 

DefLeppard . ... 

Iron hfeid&n, r . 
Chaka Demus & Pliers 
Whaled:-—;’’ .... 
Gloria Esteftm 
BefindaCarlisle^ - : 
Dr Dr e \ 

UB40 .v.T; - #rr :.. ”. 

Blind Melon 
prince; J *•' 

Color Me Bad 
CoromohThread 
Soundtrack 
' Billy Idol -r ;'■'■■■ 
2Unlimitec! 

. Paui ypuag .^ v. ; 
Melissa Etheridge 


top pop 

ALBUMS 

1. Back to -Broadway,. 
Barbra SteTsond. Columbia 

2. JaneL. Jianrt Jackson. Vir¬ 
gin 

3: Unplugged—and Seated, 
Rod Stewart, Warner Bros. 

4; The Chronic,; Dr. Dre. 
Interscope • 

5. Cor e:StoneTemple Pilots, 
Atlantic. ' 

6 . Sleepless in Seattle; 
Soundtrack;, Epic 

7. The ' Bodyguard. 
Soundtrack, Ariista 

8. Breathless. Kenny G* 
Arista . 


Tltte y _ 

Xffat -i-- 

SuFarSottoxt- 


, Factlhe ft**: ,-vKo^- 

In Vieto . 

River of Dreams ' ' i 

Bath S&s 
: pablo Honey ' 

Da Bomb 

Zodrp&i -'. ■ '. T'^%’ 

Retroactive 


i’.'S’.'rWL 




Tease Me 
. N’ssi N’ssi .i- 
Mi Tierra 
Reed . " i r,: 

The Chronic 
; promises •& Lies 
Blind Melon 
.The Hits L AM.’ 

Time A Chance . 

The Songs of ihcBagles-^i 
Lost Action Hero 

Cyberpunk 

No Limits 
: . The Crossing 
Yes l Am 
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TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1 . Whauiup!. Tag Team, tif^ 

2. Weak. SitV. EastWest 

3 . Can't Help Falling In 
Love, UB40. Virgin '.; 

4. Knockin' Da Boots. ■//* 
Town. Luke 

5 .. That’s the Way toy* 
Goes. Janet Jackson, Virgin 

6. Freak Me, SUk ElcktraL ■■■ 

7. Show Me Love. RobinsS.. 
Big Beat 

8 . HI Never Get Over You. 
Expose. Arista 

9. Dre Day. Dr. Dre* 

Interscope . , . 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 Parched ---■ 

5 Supreme 

happiness 
10 Vegetabte 
dish. 

1* Box hie- - 

flieetwr 

15 Unceiwiy" 
tGDrythe . 

dishee' ' '• 

17 Fly up and 
-. around . 
ia -Lome —" 1 

19 Lighten 

20 Where Lake 
Victoria Is • 

22 Amounted to 
24 Snug - 

26 Opening - ---- 

27 One-celled 
animals 

31 Ghmsway 
35 Depriyatipn : . 
38 San — 
Obispo 
38 Springe - • 

38 French. - 

friend 

40 Crftlclie- 
42 — compos 
mentis 


43 Indigent' 
4$-Wntfol_rr 
dub 

46 Bugtecati 

47 BuHngtriw- 
49- Sideways ;. 
ST Evergreen-r 

. trees 

53 Land ot. ’- - 

. leprechauns 

54 Control • 

58 Not fro- .-■■ 

: quwdr v 

82 Solar disk 
63 Mystical. ■ -- 
card 

« Oetebrtty - 

86 Powder 
-ingredient - 

87 Sidestep- 

68 Mine car . 

69 Aidvabbr. 
TO Discourage 
71- LesndePs , 

love 

DOWN 

1.— breve. 
2 Penthouse 
locale - *• 
> 3 Stravinsky . 
: 4 Portrays 


■'S'Ownlhda 
... S-CdastaVik 

•-■•tion 

7 GoWdub .. 
'•.-ft Body-. 

■ T •• cavity - 

•-'iSLPrapet,.. . 

;i0 Add honey 
• _ to : -- - 

-n False one: 

. 42 Chun* - 

are* 

13 Unwarned 

L .^..'ptwif : 

2 t BiH and — , 
. .23 Western 
- "capital .. 

. 25 Offspring - 
27 Factory 
-. 28 ni'teted. 

■ \ CfiW .. 

29 Willow rod 
. 30 Passageway 
.. .32-Hawaiian.-< 
--. porch 

33 Fumbles 

34 Signlflca- 
'^.tion 

37'Glove 
material 
..48 Actor . . 
Rttchard." 


41 Record book 
44 Inoperative.. 
46 The Bard’s ' 
“—Night" 
48 Spoketo 
aneudtonce 
. 5ft Pravtoua tp 
52 Str^-dt 
.wood 

54 Pro— . 

55 Greek 
• • tetters 

56 Becomes 

1 rooresoSd 

57 Part of 
. OED 

59 Challenge - 
GO Sharif 
61 Office note 
64 Poem 
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FEELIN 


' With thc oosci of. cold 
weuher.tsj sbie'outdoor 
exercise is done-with proper 
ge8r:Layerk tiitowftfkb^st, 
butdon't betoo eager uj shed 
them; yourbodytemperature 
can foolyoumtorhinkingit’s- 

wann .ah.d ihaeftd y qu wind - 
tip with a'caieoffra^jire! ' 
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triyal Cultural Centre. 

• -^inericanCentte'UhRirv 
British Council. 

661026/7 

B20101 

36147/8 

Jjaa Cinema^ 

^ladelphia CSnema 

— 699238 

.. fiuJAl 

Gaetlrc Institute.. 

637009 



■ Russian Cultural Cenlru.. 

Sparush Cultural Centre 
---'Diddsh Cultural Centre. M 

641158 

624049 

639777 

Royal Automobile Chib 

— 667181 
_ 810491 

. Haya Arts Centre.. 

* Hussein Youth City. 

Y;W.CA.... v . 

665195 

667181/5 

641793 

— 815410 

— 736572 

Y.WKA. 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre 
NabD & Hi sham's Theatre 
Concord Cinema. 

664251 

675571 

625155 

677420 

*v»yar Racing Qob daimvi-ii 

Jordan Bridge Assoc ■ 09 1£Vs& 

^sasszf-S 

,UN --837931/837937 



To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on lie Electronic 
. Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. Please call 68531) - Ext 71 








Algerian ... 64127 i/2 

Australian ... 673246/7 


Allan un . 644635 

Bahraini . 664148/9 

Air Lsniyjg _ _ coaivia 

Air France 666n55;<SiSZ? 

Belgian . 675683 

BulgiEsian . 818V5I 

Air InHio*.ODO055/667824 

Cfliiarfian .. A66P4 

Alitalia . .. 

Oiilean . 

Alyemda (Airyemen) 65 zaoi 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czechoslovakian . 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen 603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
French .. 641273/4 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.. 894484 

Austnan Airiines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines - .665909 

Bnush Midland . 694502 

GOTnan.6S9351 

Greek. —. 671331/2 


Hungarian. . 81SM4 


•’ Icelandic Consulate . 698851 

rilL a f iir ? a y s . 667028 

Delta Air Lines . 64 Z 6 *i 

Indian . .. 6379fi"> 

Egypt Air . .«5o? 

Indonesian . 82 RQ 1 i 

tnurates Airlines . 64.t*ai 

Iraqi . . 6^0331 

Gulf Air . "653613 

Irish Consulate Gen . 625632 

Hungarian Airlines . (ni3j5 

Jberia . 637827/644036 


Iran Air . .. 6 77 * 9 * 


Japan AirLines . 630879 

Libyan .. : . 693101/3 

Lebanese . .. 641381 

Moroccan . . 641451 

Netherlands .. 637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Consulate . 827926 

Omani . 686155 

P 4 ‘ 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines . 643831/2 

Lufthansa . 601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA .. 636104 

Olympic . 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines . 640200 

PIA . 625981 

Pakistani - .. 6*>97B7 

Polish Airlines .. 625981 

Palestine . 677517 

People's Rep. of China . 666139 

Qantas . . . 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian. 678321 

Saudia..639333 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian . 667738 

Russian . 641158 

Scandinavian Airlines- 604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines . 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Saudi Arabian . 814154/6 


SriLanki Consulate . 645312 

South Korean . 660745/6 

USAir . 694801/2 

Spanish . 614166/9 

Sudanese . 644251/2 

Swedish .. 669177/9 

Swiss . J . 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan . 671530 

Tunisian ™.,.. 674307/8 

Tutfcisjr^-:.: ‘ —' fidr>si 

Thai Airways .. 637195 

Trans World Airline.., 623430 

Turkish Airlines . 659102 

Yemenia Airways . 628175 

Queen Alia Airport . (08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info. . -(08) 53200 

. , .. .. 

U.A.E . 6433477643341 

British . f . 823100 

American . 820101 

■ * dyj* t'* "* r ‘ : '' 

Yemen.. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.i.694351/8 

ICRC.!.688645 

AlCazar . 314131 

Aqaha . 314091 


UNDP/WFP . 66817 U7 

UNRWA 669194/8 

Aquamarina I . .316250 

Coral Beach ... 313571 

UNICEF. . 629571 

Holiday Inti . 312426 

UNESCO.606559 

Miramar .-. . 314340 




Al Andaluriah ... 

.... 606821 

Al Barakeh.. 

. 687988 

Al Jabal... 

606669 

AlWaha .. 

...674105 

Avis... 

699470 

Budget__ 

604730 

1 Dirani .. ft/rani I 

Euro pear... 

National... 

601350/80 

639197/8 

Petra... —.. 

..605501 

Sahara... 

Hertz Shakhshir 

- 694883 
_ 668958 


* 2 .? VJfcT*!* r 



Irbid/Ramtha_ _ 

7 

Karak/Maan/Aqaba 

....3 

Jarah/Mafraq/Ajloun.... 

.. 4 

Balqa/Salt....... 1. 

s 


.6 

Tafileh/Wadl Mousa___7 

Queen Ah’a InL Aiiport/Madaba 8 
Zarqa/Free zone/Ruseifa 9 



Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 1 OOyears old, as well 
as mosaics from Madaba and Jerash ■ 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre. Amman. Open from 9am- 
S pm year round. Closed Tuesdays. 
Tel:651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Features an excellent collection of 
the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal A] 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Open from 9 
am -5 pm). Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, 
ceramics, and sculptures by coo- 
tenqjoraiy Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a col¬ 
lection of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist arti 3 ts.-Mnntazafc Jabafj 
Ldwefbdeh.'Open fronflO arirr 5 
pm. Closed "ftiesdays. Tel: 630128. 


Emergencies 

Police-192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade_622090/93 

Ambulance_ 199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police . 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents_897467/8 

Highway Police_787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, AbdaK.. 664164/6 

AI-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 
Al-Muasher Hospital.... 667227/9 

Amal HospitaL.674155 

Army.Marka..891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-AI-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman_636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani. 664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240150 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University HospitaL ..845845 

General 

Amman Municipality_843402 

Electricity Complaints.. 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints-.- 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints__896390 

Water Complaints_656390/91 

Jordan Television_773111/19 

Radio Jordan...774111/19 

Post Office Info_750981/2/3 

Telephone Information_121 



• - 


The Prime Mmistn-. 

Amman Greater Municipality 

Agriculture.... 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.. 

...641211 
636111 
.... 686151 
....666141 

636391 

Education & Higher Education ... 

Energy & Mineral Resources. 

Finance... 

Foreign Affairs.... 

,..669181 
... S15615 
... 636321 
... 644361 
,..663191 


641467 

Imerior Ministry... 

...663111 


Justice___663101 


Hit Depts. 

‘ 

Labour. 

69S1S6 

Municipalities & Environment. 

Parliamentary Affairs. 

Planning . 

Post & Communications. 

Public Health . 

.641393 

.641211 

.644466 

.624.301 

.665131 

Public Works & Housing .. 

.668481 

. 0?3l9l 

Supplies.. 

60’CM 

Tourism & Antiquities . 

Transport. 

Wafer & Irrigation. 

Youth... 

.642311 

. . 641461 

. 6S0I00 

. 60470J 
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^iOD first Dial OO 




.213 


... 33 




963 

xgentina... 

..... 5 

Paris 1 


Rotterdam 10 


DamaMUs 11 
Taiwan. 


Buenos Aires 1 • 


49 


.. 234 

.SSo 

..61 



Lagos 1 

Norway. 


Adelaide 8 



..30 

.47 



Brisbane 7 

Canberra 62 


Athens/Pinscus 1 
Hungary. 

..-36 

Oslo 2 

Oman.—. 

...90S 

Bangkok 2 

.216 

Melbourne 3 

Penh 9 


Budapest 1 

India.. 

...91 

Pakistan. 

Karachi 21 

.92 

Tunis 1 


Sydney 2 

.. 43 

Bang!ore 812 

New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with 


Lahore 42 


Ankara 4 


Vienna 222 
lahrain. 

973 

area 

Rawalpindi/Islamahad 51 
Paraguay.595 

Istanbul 1 

UAE. 

.971 


pelghnn .. 32 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil___55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 

Brazillia 61 

Bulgaria__-.359 

Sofia! 

Canada__ 1 

Ottawa 61 

Chile. 56 

Santiago 2 

(Cyprus-357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia-42 

ftague 2 

[Denmark___45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

(Ecuador—.. 593 

Quito 2 

Egypt-20 

Cairo 2 

Eire_ 353 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland_358 

Helsinki 0 


codes beginning with 1, 2. 
3.4. 5.6.7&S. 

Indonesia -.62 

Jakarta 21 


Italy. 

Rome 6 

Iraq.. 

Baghdad 1 

.39 

...964 

.SI 

Tokyo 3 

254 

Nairobi 2 

...965 

S. Korea.. 

.82 

Seoul 2 

.. 218 

Tripoli 21 

- 961 

Beirut 1 



....60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 
Mexico_ 

..... 52 

Mexico City 5 
Morocco... 

.. 212 

Fez 6 

Rabat 7 

Netherlands. 

—.31 


Asuncion 54 

Peru.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.to 

Manila 2 

Poland.48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.974 

Romania.40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia —.96o 

Al-Khobar 3 
AI-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca! 

Riyadh 1 

Spain -.34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 
Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan. 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden.—.. 46 

Stockholm 8 


Ajm:in t* 

Al Ain 3 

Dubai 4 

Fuuir.ili 70 

Gfnallil 52 

Ras AI khuinuh 77 

Sharjah <1 

Unim Al Quwain o 

UK.44 

London <inner 71> 

London (outer S 1 1 

Uruguay.59S 

Montevideo 2 

USA. I 

New York 212/7IS 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow (M5 

Venezuela.58 

Caracas 2 

Yemen.%7 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodci'dah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz 4 

Yugoslavia.-.38 









Alia Gateway.(08)51000 

Ambassador..................... 665186 

Amra - 815071 

Crown.—-- - 798181 

~C brnmodor. .....—.665181 

Forte GntDtl......... w..njuiij i674111 

Grand Palace--661121 

InterContinental...641361 

International... 841712/3 

Jerusalem —- —..665094 

Marriott.--— 660100 

Middle East._ 667150 

Philadelphia-663100 

Regency..660000 

San Rock._ 813801 

Tyche -661114 


--Vi 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 





British Midland 

694802 


For information & 
reservations 


Tel: 


'X.fXXXXXWWWXXXXXXWXXXXXWXXWXXWXXWXXXXXWXX 
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AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * 


For reservations call (03) 316636 

Fax (03) 318246 



THE 



The Best Oriental 
Food m Town 


M* 


RESTAURANT 

Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, Indonisian & 
Malaysian specialities 

<m~ Five branches all over the world and now one in 
Amman 
Live Band "b" nights a week 
[/ or World wjijgjYograms VIA satellite 

Hoona U Noon 12 Midnight 
r=- Fridas 5RM MkWghl 


46Hlulituri MriTl - 2 nd M. Ial»..l tnm,m - o.,|,„-iu I .. 6?34 ' S: 



The first hautefaisme 
menu designed for those 
who looe fine'food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm , Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 








.■luntrl Goutil Farfums C* Cremes 

■Urxjtidrr De Paris 

Lmacliemps Uitmr Products 
*/•', luirrrfr C' Ln*n»«r 

a 

ar.d manymprt... 

die boutique that has style. 

• v-\£ 

(J Ptmu &S0259 ■ 




Amman 

International Hotel 

4 ^ 

$ i 



ilaiO^ ip 
Rest 
Tel 841712/841713 



■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread 
■Cakes &. Pastries 5 

7th circle. Tol. 820099 


Si 



DOCTOR I 


ksck gmiw m gang 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Track are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Cal!:682097 
Our name says it all 


At NeGrEsCo Bar in 

SELECT HOTEL 
Zje/sdtM&A/> 

sa^i t aa 



One visit will make yon 
a steady, we beKeve!!! 



CHINA 

Hours 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from afl great re¬ 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 

P i tyred by am 
Oboe ckfi 

Open dafy lor 
lurch & dinner 

TMk mgr ante 

Jabal Al Hussein 

Mnistry ot Trade 
IRd. 


To advertise 
in this page, 
call us at 
645-380 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 



Amman-TeLS® 193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 

Businessmen 


The first & best 
Chinese- Resturant 
m Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. 

near Ahliyyah Girls School 

▼ate «w*y is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 

• 7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


To advertise 
in this page, 
call us at 
645-380 


. 7tk Cftrdb - opp. tastes fltoce 

828433 i 



I 




•t 

V 


.air 

o i :«* upper softness 
0 Tnc m*d sole nexfcSty 
o ino inner-solo active air system 
o The outer-sole duraBHfty 

1 Tie SCIENC E of COMFORT! 

AKSuwaifiah 

IV!: 827105 P.O. Box 850402 



To advertise in this page, call usatM5-3$Q 


Jordan’s leading economic newsletter 
JD 75 annually 
Subscribe today 

For more information call 645-380/Subscriptions 
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14the star 



THE STAR'S 



computing 



^ Cdmpiffi&rf 
Companies; 


many products released by Alalamiah and more on the wffjfc 

Alalamiah is to Arabise Borland applications. 


^You-are iowited 


ne;ws and views 
^ti^otmireaders 
Slppus^linic^t 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


^238a|ir:fa)fr 

$ v^jgur m? wrs'oiv 


Pentium, NT, multimedia and price wars: 

1993 in a nutshell 


WHAT A year 1993 was for 
HHW Like years before, it 
included die usual variety of new 


products, ground breaking tech¬ 
nologies, more- computerisation 
of our life styles and a continua¬ 
tion of our journey along the 
technological superhighway to 
the information age. On the other 
hand it included all sorts of new 
rattles of standards between 
hardware and software producers 
with new alliances, breakups and 
bankruptcies. For computer 
users, it’s been a very interesting 
year. It would be very difficult to 
include all the major product 
releases and every important inci¬ 
dent, but here’s a fast look at 
probably the most notable events 
of the year. 


reliable sub-notebooks have not 
spread. 

This year saw the release of 
the long awaited Apple Newton 
MessagePad, which proved to be 
a very good product of its genre 
of Personal Digital Assistants 
(PDAs) with good hand-writing 
recognition ami excellent com¬ 
munication abilities. All that and 


The year of the notebook 
& advanced PDAs 
This must have been the year 
of the notebook computer, with 
lighter models with better power 
management facilities, thanks in 
part to Intel's power saving pro¬ 
cessors. Notebooks now come 
with built in trackballs, PCMCIA 
slots, huge hard disks and crispy 
color screens. You got all the 
power of a desktop 486. at under 
six kilograms. 

Sub-notebooks also appeared 
with most of the notebooks' fea¬ 
tures but at as little weight as two 
kilograms! Still, powerful and 



beating problems and increased 
competition from RISC produc¬ 
ers who were not only promising 
cheaper, faster alterna¬ 
tives, but were also 
promising that they 
would run the thousands 
of Intel-based software 
packages. The Pentium 
was Intel's way but of a 
difficult situation by 
which competitors like 
AMD and Cyrix started 
to produce 486 clones at 
lower prices. Computer 
manufacturers welcomed 


aL Klamiah is 
‘^( land's Quattra 


to 

Pro 


Arabise 

s yuaaro rro spread¬ 
s' ‘X and Paradox database prod¬ 
uce and should lave versions 
ting in Arabic already, 
y ins was announced by.AIala- 
t’s general manager. Mr Ash- 
JJfTZalti, during GITEX *93 in 


QyOai last month. 


M|r Zaki said that, “Our 
g^gSnced Arabisation can be 
decS 0 ^ “P 011 Arabise virw- 


u6Dfi<^ * *ii w 

ajpjTlall software packages, and it 
is thl s 0 P mfl ess in our approach 
^ Sias brought Borland to Alala- 
, In comparison Microsoft 
not offer its Arabisation to 


miah 

dons 

input] 

tions 


opmw 


mi an 

J jM I 

devef opers in toe way that Alala- 

* does. Our transparent sohi- 
aDow Arabic data to be 
into all English applica- 
Also, using transparency 

vfc'dTj^move the tune lag in devel- 

* Arabic software. The Ara¬ 


bic solutions we have built will 
give total portability of data and 
files. For example, Adobe Type 
Manager doesn't run on Arabic 
Windows, whereas it runs seam¬ 
lessly on Sakhr. 

Last year was a good year for 
Alalamiah who released a num¬ 
ber of products, most important 
of which was Sakhr Arabic Win¬ 
dows 4 which Alalamiah have 
used to Arabise Workgroup pro¬ 
grams, Windows 3.1 and Win¬ 
dows NT. 

Another important product is 
A1 Moharer Arabic word proces¬ 
sor which combines transparency 
with powerful features such as 
OLE, all in Arabic, including data 
integration with other facilities. It 
includes an Arabic/English spell 
checker. 

Also released, was Alalamiah’s 
Arabic Full Text Database, bring¬ 


ing intelligent Arabic language . 
processing to the PC 


There are plans for early 1994 ; 
to release AlUstaz, a tugtLgaw-.r 
ered Windows .word processor, 
with features such as ArabrcroeU 
checker, indexing, Islamtc Art- 
wotte indndmg lines- and ttav 
deis. and calligraphic tpjafity 
fonts—-all practical productivity 
features which are easy to us&. : 

Alalamiah is developing Tngh- 
end Arabic - products including 
OCRTn Arabic; an Arabic gram¬ 
mar spell checker: Arabic. DTP 
and Al-basedArabic fonts which 
more closely replicate hand¬ 
written calligraphy. ", 1 , 

In 1994, Alalamiah will ship an 
engine which connects calbgrar 
phy in a mine traditional way,- 
aliowing contraction, expansion., 
of words, overlapping etc. m a 
completely traditional - caQr-; 
grapine way. ■ 


the support of Apple with further 
products in the Newton series 
and licensing Newton technology 
to the likes of Sharp, could make 
the Newton a pen-based stan¬ 
dard. On the other hand, pen- 
based PCs failed for the second 
year running to pick up. 


Pentium and almost all of them 
included a Pentium upgrade fea¬ 
ture in their 486 PCs. This defi¬ 
nitely did not mark the end of the 
486, which has now become an 
entry-level standard, but it has 
meant the end of the 386 which 
most manufacturers have already 
discontinued 


Intel launched the 
Pentium 

Named like a gasoline product. 
Intel's follow up to the 486 
proved to be a troubled one with 


Power to the people, 
losses to manufacturers 
The price wars that started late 
in 1992 went on into the begin¬ 
ning of 1993 with phenomenally 
low priced 4S6 PCs available to 
the public. Suddenly, everybody 
was word processing on a 
486DX! Tumbling prices and 
increased competition by new 
entrants, whose names nobody 
can even rememebr. meant lower 



profit margins for 
most manufactur¬ 
ers and, in some 
cases, heavy 
losses. Some old 
companies left the 
PC market while 
others managed to 
steer themselves 
out of this mess to 
victory like Com- 
big names in the 
ired like Gateway 
[The price wars slowed 
wards the end of the 
they had. by then, guar- 
it you could get your 
puter for 40 percent 
it cost last year. For a 
was progress. For most 
it was a disaster. 


more shape in 1993 with com¬ 
mercially available VR games 
complete with goggles and gloves 
to take you into digital world 
were everything is possible! The 
press has been trumpeting the 
many applications of VR in every 
field including medicine, geogra¬ 
phy. science in general and 
ente rtainmen t. 


Me 

Mi 

soundj 
and 
shelve 
becarnl 

and 
and bi 
educat 
import] 
Alor 
cept o| 


luhmwdiaand VR 

ia kits comprising 
CD-ROM drives 
were flying off the 
undreds of CD titles 
ilable on the market 
ia entered homes 
as a new form of 
presentation and most 
ly. entertainment 
the same lines, the con- 
rtual reality (VR) took 


The battle of operating 
systems flares with 
WindowsNT 

This was the year when users 
really had to make tough choices r 
regarding which operating sys¬ 
tem to use. 

The hattif of oper¬ 
ating systems contin¬ 
ued with a new heavy 
weight entrant, 

Microsoft Windows 
NT, and more UNIX 
power since Novell 
bought Unix rights 
from Bell 

Laboratories. 

For network man¬ 



agers, it’s been « nightmare hav¬ 
ing to decide between Windows 
NT, Novell Netware, OS/2 or 
some dedicated UNIX solution. 

This sparked a whole new mar¬ 


ket of emulation technologies.,. 
Sun were emulating Windows 
with Wabi and NeXT released 
NeXTStep for Intel PCs. 

The Macintosh and the IBM 
PC also came closer fifth, • 
Microsoft licensing Windows ~ 
APIs to anybody including- 
fe. in the hope that maybe a 
would" ran windows apptica.- ~ 
tions one day; not to mention the 
aspect of the PowerPC operating 
system, jointly developed by 
IBM and Apple to run Mac arid:* 
PC software flawlessly. For the . 
business user, tougher, choices ; 
are still to come. ; 

For die home users,’, 
the choice was Oifte . 
ample, Macintosh or 
Windows? The so hi- 
tions and applications 
offered were . the 
deciding factors for 
most users, especially; 
Arabic users who still 
found the Mac ideal 
for Arabic DTP.and. 
graphics design, aid 
dows ideal for almost ■ 
else! This was the 


Arabic WI 
everything 
year when software became more 
important, and more profitable, 
than hardware. ■ 


LOTUS 

SmartSuite 


vANALYSE IT 
LOTUS 1-2-31 


WRIT!-: IT 
LOTUS AMI 
PRO 


PRESENT IT A 
FREELANCE 
GRAPHICS 


ORGANIZE I 

LOTUS 

ORGANIZER 


SEND IT 
LOTUS 
CC: MAIL 


.ICC: 


Vuthori/cri IHaK-r I nr 
Lotos I’rodiKts 


FOR 

WINDOWS 


The word class 
spreed sheet 


processor 
Wr.d : ; .vs 


Superb charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


T!ie easiest way 
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In a variation of the 'sport of kings,' 
hunters compete using packs of dogs 
thal chase foxes or other bait animals in 
pens -25 to 600 acres - enclosed by 
electric fences. The activity is popular 
across the Southeast, where at least 
250 commercial fox pens are known to 
be operating. Pen operators pay $100 to 
$165 (or bad animals, often imported 
from other slates. North Dakota trappers 
exported at least 1,328 foxes to pens in 
1992. 


Astrals; ; 
member of 
tfettog 
fem^efte'-. 
American:' 
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The world most 1 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail ^ 


Jordan Computer Center 
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Computing in Jordan 


THETORDAJilA^ coni 

by. a number of 


WiaAw in -1993-" was characterized 
international events mid pheooipe' 


nahk_- StflL-snme things haw remained unique to our local irtarar 

aixLfite;hayehadxiiteOWn&ir's&areofaction- s 

Many - more computers wcresold during 1993 than in 
bcfore r espccially 486 IBM PC coti^atibl6s thanks to ctJTPD^ n § 
mtemational prices which started towards the mid of 1992. T-V* 
Tweanr seeing conmutere in actioti in a vrsiety of new fields in 
coon try,, or farther intensity of compata' use in'tiSKStional fielc* s 
One nfthp. mrprrstinp rhiwgg that dirt ha p pftn was the intensive utii * 
izatiOnJrf'compatcrsinthe la^pariiamentary elections. - 

This ye^.dcfinitely; was- a year sheet: of computer-related 






events £id activities, vnth a numbs of ^ows including the Apple 
Expo, by Ideal Systems;:tire SMS stK>w r .by the Scientific and 
Medical Supplies Co^tiie American Cotnjwter Products Show 
hcld at the Aiheriraa Embassy, and the show of shows, the 
Ammffli Computer Expb^^T, organised by the Jordan Computer 
Sociery (JCS). This was tiic major event winch gave-visitora the 
impression that the Jordanian computer industry bad grown and 
'expteided. and that fiiatiti^pnK^pects Vere Jpokiog" good The JCS 
■played a cetitraLrole-in many bthler events, that is, not forgetting 
tire many senmiars and social activities, it had cuganized during, the 
yeac. - ' '' 

•: .On die subject of ie mmar s, conferences and workshops, many 
were beld tiiis year with Microroft Middle East ^counting for a 
number of them* such as the Visual Basic workshop and the Win¬ 
dows NTttainihg senrinan Also mariy compaQies held their own 
'conferences and seminais for new produci launches or training 
purposes^ V. : -‘ 

; lire field of software development has grown Try the country, 
malting it one bf the high, potential areas for future exports from 
Jordan to the world. Proving oncc agam that even applied vo the 
computer iiKlustiy . 'OUr brams and sltilis couid make up for -pur 
lack of financial and msuerial resources. 

A- A. software dev^opment survey of Jordan* published by The 
^Star back, in september.-shed some light on tire advanced develop¬ 
ment tools used hy our dcyekqjers and their rather optimistic out¬ 
look for the fixture of software ddtelopmerit in Jordan. There have 
"be^n several'new releases, wcttier in the form of ready-to-use off- 
the-shelf products such as tire Windows Arabization lut for Auto- 
12 from Co 


a:-*, -i 


CAD 12 from ComSoft; MagidRle from AntoGiaphics; AJ Kha- 
zen A1 Mithali. and ar:iiew .updated, version of^ AJ .Muhasib A1 
^Mith^i fromTdeaBbfr Soiire enstomized syaenis and solutions, 
sometimes urehidtng haiidware, have ako. appeared such as the 
Voice ftrxx^ng Systcm from theJardan Computer Center. 

Coverage of the Jozdaman computer niarket in tire local press 
has remained insufficient arid their still isn't i monthly, compre¬ 
hensive Jordanian computer magazme. A number of newspapers 
havecontmuedtohaveweckly«mq)uter{»ges.likethe one you're 
hoTdtiig^ now. - and otbex. newmapers have published occasional 
computer supplements y spcciak- But tfae fact remains that Jorda¬ 
nian users have had to depend on foreign, or i^ional publications 
for tire technical and maaretInformation they'may require. This is 
adlnot bad, since Arabic cotnputermagazuies pubfisbed in Europe, 
the Gulf States or Egypt provide needed information on different 
products and basically what's going om 

j Anyway, people woridngni the compurer sector tiiink that, all in 
all. it was n good year wmcfa lakfthe base for more computerisa¬ 
tion and expansion of this tittle mai^ of outs, which has Jots of 
n^fonal potentiaL 1994 could be tire year when International com¬ 
puter companies target Jcndan and invest more lit its growing com¬ 
puter. markeL Let's hope we act upon this prppcriy and get what, 
we deserve.'Here'shojritigandwislnng a ha^pynew year loalL ■ 
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Human greed, 
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By Lena H. Son 
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CHEN jDU. China—In the cor¬ 
ner of her concrete cell Qing 
Qing c radles her tiny panda cub. 
which is squeaking from hunger. 
With ; i gentle nudge from the 
mother $ huge paw, the cub—the 
size of a small cat—finds a nipple 
and su cits noisily. After several 
minute », it drifts off into a con¬ 
tented Jeep. 

Witt luck, this cub may sur¬ 
vive. b it (he outlook for the giant 
panda, which is native to China, 
is gkx )my. Greed, indifference, 
bureau :racy, skyrocketing popu¬ 
lation growth harms its habitat 
and pc aching threaten tire survi¬ 
val of t he animal that has come to 
$) mbo ize international conserva¬ 
tion. ; ccording to Chinese and 
Wcsre;fn panda experts. 

*"We* can't guarantee that tire 
specie^ will not become extinct," 
said F:in Zhiyong, senior officer 
a: the Giant Panda Protection 
Office in Beijing. 

According to official figures, 
there tire only about 1000 pandas 
left in the mountains of Sichuan. 
Shaanxi and Gansu provinces. 
About another 100 are in captiv¬ 
ity. most of them in Chinese 
zoos. 

Pandas, with their unusual 
black-and-white coats, have 
thrived in China for 3 million 
years. lBut in the last 40 years, as 
:he country's population has more 
than dpubled to nearly 1.2 billion, 
their habitat has been destroyed 
by peasants and loggers, who cut 
down} forests of bamboo—the 
pandas main food—or Jog other 
trees, leaving the bamboo, which 
needs shade and moisture, 
exposed to the stm. 

Pandas also have become a 
lucrative commodity, with their 
pelts fetching as much as S 10.000 
b!ack markets in Hong Kong. 
Taiwan and Japan. World zoos 
pay SJ million a year to rent a 
pair of pandas, boosting zoo reve¬ 
nues but disrupting the panda's 
breeding cycles, critics charge. 

Because of the animals’ enor¬ 
mous popular appeal and the 
amount of money involved, the 
politics of panda conservation are 
vicious. 

"It s the worst politics of any 
endangered species fve worked 
with." said Devra Kleimsa, 
assistant director for research at 
Washington’s National Zoo. 

An ambitious drive is under¬ 
lay in China and abroad to save 
the panda. After four yean of 


consideration, the Chinese gov¬ 
ernment has finally approval a 
$100 million. 10-year plan that 
would double the number of 
panda reserves, find new jobs for 
state timber workers who log in 
the reserves, relocate peasants 
and establish “green corridors" to 
link up isolated breeding areas. 

The World Wide Fund, for 
Nature, known in the United 
States as the World Wildlife 
Fund, is organizing a meeting in 
Geneva next month to raise 
money from international devel¬ 
opment agencies for the Chinese 
plan. 

In February, the American Zoo 
Association hopes to outline its 
strategy for raising "tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars" for panda conser¬ 
vation. using long-term breeding 
loans that would bring the popu¬ 
lar animals back into US and 
Canadian zoos, according to 
Michael Hutchins, the associa¬ 
tion's director of conservation 
and science. The only panda in 
the United States is the National 
Zoo’s Hsing-Hsing—the surviv¬ 
ing male half of a pair given by 
China to the American people in 
1972. 

It is uncertain, however, if 
these measures are in the best 
interest of the panda, and if they 
can be funded and put into 
practice. 

The Chinese plan is fuzzy on 
such critical issues as financial 
accountability, according to con¬ 
servation experts. The American 
zoo program for long-term breed¬ 
ing loans to North American zoos 
could encourage che Chinese to 
take pandas out of the wild, 
where conservation efforts should 
be concentrated, said biologist 
George Schaller, who conducted 
pioneering research on China's 
wild pandas from 1980 to 1985. 

Ultimately, because pandas are 
native to China, the Chinese will 
have to save the animal Some 
skeptics accuse the Chinese of 
trying to use their unique positior 
to bully other countries and inter¬ 
national organizations into going 
along with Chinese projects, even 
though money raised in the past 
has not always been spent on 
panda conservation, sources said. 

“It's a hodage situation." said 
John MacKinnon, a former offi¬ 
cial with the World Wide Fund 
for Nature who now heads a 
Hong Kong-based conservation 
group. “The Chinese are pointing 
a gun to the bead of pie panda 
and saying. "If you want to keep 



Pandas: About 1000survive at Chida toddy 


it, fund iL Otherwise we'regoing 
to let it go.’ • 

During a census of pandas in 
I978, the Chinese announced that 
there were only about 1000 pan¬ 
das remaining in the wild, even 
though, they, conceded later, die 
actual number was much higher. 

“That was done to get more 
world attention.” acknowledged a 
Forestry-Ministry official. Fan. 

Scientists say that even though 
there-were more pandas than the 
Chinese officially announced;' 
their numbers have declined, 
greatly in recent yean. Since the 
I9ft0s pan* habitat hae stank" 
by halfi and hundreds of pandas 
have been kfiled by poachers, 
according to ScbsUer. 

In I98&China shocked conser¬ 
vationists when it announced the 
recovery/of 146 panda pelts in 
recent years. Chimr did not pas 
its first wildlifc proicction law 
until 1989. Now, trafficking in or 
killing' pandas is pumsbaWe by 
death.-and ai least five^ farmers 
have been executed.' 


' ; Besides one of the 

panda's-hugest enetnidP is- the 
Qtmere^bunraucrkyJ The Minis¬ 
try .of Forestry; is in; Charg& of . 
pandas in dte'wihLfiivl the Miztii.. 
try 'of Construction handles pan- 
das inc^^'ty—most of them in 
zoos. Cooperation between-Jibe 
twri has .been limited -at best. It 
was onlythtt;August thar-offi- ' 
dals frpm both ministries agreed 
to attend .die same intemationaj- 
meeting in' the United. States to; 
C3lk about ‘panda conservation,. 
paridacxpert&said. 


relocate about 4jt»0 viUagenj to 
new- govermBMl-built housing. 


' the villagers, most of them mino?- 
-ities,: have refused to move and 

continue to J farm cut timber 

for firewood. 

' Tbe-sph'i Management of nan * 
^ has J5 Sl5 S fierCe CDm P e tiifon 

for pandas and panda dollars. 

Zoos and breedinc centers sav 
.te additional 

became ftey .cm do a better job 

of-canng for and breeding pandas 
ftan «n be done -in the 
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WjNhiii.foe ; Forestiy Mimstiy,.- in cavity 

fodcroffictis evi» greater. : It« . J 

re^x^Jle both for protecting:. «»■ PMda has one 0 f 

pandas and cutting timber. ;About rates of anv 

60 percott ot the ironqr_Quna ’ Sixt y Percent 

rays if.needs for its new pamto; PfJ™ pan*s born since China 
---TKt il.KlIv#, 1963 
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ccmservatron 

find jobs for -- t —^ - 

toting and-CDArng down ite& in •; r -Jf ^ jwjmdas bom m can-iv 
reserve, accortling to Pm . ^ °n*y are still alive. Ti ll 

Bm jart relocation eff^Thave. ■; toenrrn-C2iina. ■ of 

met with little success. In tite prori ; - V- •' 

■ tected Wofeff^^paDda teaerye,’ - 
dissp&e: government efforts m,! 
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fa plane pour eux! 

# D'tf/? coup sec, le trewl tire le biplace immacali. L'ascension est verdgineuse. En 
quelques seconder, vous voita arrive d 300 metres de hauteur pour gouter llvresse de 
Valtitude. Seuls les chidnlemenh du vent sur la carlingue rythment cel instant de paix 
dans le del azur. Vous planez! 

Tenter cetle experience unique est possible torn les jours sur VaSroport de Marqa. De• 
puis 1986, le Royal Jordanian GUding Club inide les amateurs de sensations au vol & 
voile. Accompagne d'un instructeur quaiifiS, le bapteme de Voir est sans danger. Le vol, 
entre 5 et 10 minutes, coGte 5 DJ. 

L’iquxpe du club est constitue d'anciens pilotes de chasse. A disposition: six planeurs, 
un motoplaneur et un avion. Dis le dewdbme vol, sursaut d'adrenaline assuri lorsque 
Vinstructeur vous laisse le manche entre les mains pour quelques secondes... 

Aujourd'huL le cbib compte quatre-vingt membres actifs. Devenir membre revient a 200 
JD. II est aussi possible de se fare trader par un avion pour profiler d'un vol plus long. 
Pour voter en solo, il foot environ un mots de pratique -. Et le del est tout & vous! 



mire 


Bilan 


La valse lente des 
droits de l’homme 

Retour sur la Conference mondiale des droits de l'homme, le mois dernier a Vienne, par 
Suleiman Sweiss, membre de la delegation des ONG jordaniennes. Temoignage. 



' LE MOXS dernier, Vienne Itait 
bel et bien la capitale mondiale 
des droits de l'homme. Tout 
cTabord, du 10 au 12 juin, le 
Forum mondial Stait, en 
quelque sate, la conference 
aes organisations non- 
gouvemementales (ONG). 
Puis, deux jours aprfes, la Con- 
flrence mondiale sur les droits 
de l'homme, celle des gou- 
vemements (sous les auspices 
de I'ONU) a pris le relais jus- 
qu'au 25 juin. . 

An cours de ces deux su¬ 
rnames. des dlllguls de toutes 
les couleurs de.peau et de 
• toutes nationality se soot 
cQtoySs k 1 International Aus¬ 
tria Centre, sftge immense de 
la Conference. A La tribune, 
defilaient les repteseniants des 
gouvemements, ceux des ONG 
(tegionales et moodiales), des 
laurdats de prix Nobel... Tous 
parlaiedl des Droits: ceux des" 
femmes, des enfants, des peu- 
ples indigenes,. des rlfugils, 
des droits dconomiques, soci- 
aux et cnlturels... 

Au sous-sol (est-ce par bas- 
ard?), les quelques quatre cent 
. dnquante ONG venues des 
; quatre coins du monde exposai- 

• : ent livres, brochures, affiches 

et diffusaient mfime des films- 
. viddo sur les violations des 
cfroits de I’homme au Cache- 
mire (Inde), au Btesil, en Tuni- 

• sie, en Maude du Nord, k Chy¬ 
me, en Turquie, en Iran, en 
&innanie...etc... Une veritable 
Tone" des droits de l'homme! 

y Mais, une telle rencontre, la 



Venues des quatre corns du monde, de nombreuses ONG Stedent prdsentes a Vienne 
pour defendre leur vision des droits de l'homme. 


premiere depuis la Conference 
de TSheran de 1968, ne se li- 
mitait pas k des discours et k 
des aspects folkloriques. En ef- 
fet, une veritable confrontation 
politique avait lieu entre Nord 
et Sud dans la capitale autri- 
chienne. 

La Conference n'a pas rlussi 
k prendre de decision concrete 
sur les sujets les plus controver- 
sds. Faut-il crier ou non un 
poste de "haut commissaire des 


droits de l’homme" au sein de 
I'ONU? Faut-il ou non mettre 
en place une cour interaation- 
ale pour juger du respect de ces 
droits? Comment assurer 
1 'augmentation du budget con- 
sacrl par I'ONU aux activity 
menles par ses organismes 
dans le domaine des droits fon- 
damentaux? 

Mais, faut-il rappeler que 
dans ce genre de conferences, 
organises par les Nations 


Unies, l'echec -tout cotnme le 
succfes- est relatif? II faudra 
peut-Stre quelques annles pour 
mesurer 1 'impact des resolu¬ 
tions adoptees par la commu- 
nante intemationale. 

Nlanmoins, Je document spe¬ 
cial, baptise "Declaration de 
Vienne et plan d'action pour les 
droits de l'homme", constitue 
une arme morale, juridique et 
politique importance aux mains 
des ONG et des peuples du 


monde. On y insiste sur les 
droits des femmes et on y re¬ 
conn alt que la pauvretl est un 
obstacle k la conquSte et k 
Yexercice des droits de 
l'homme. 

Les deux delegations jorda¬ 
niennes, gouvernementale et 
non-gouvernementale, furent 
actives. La delegation offtcielle 
participant dans les dlbats des 
commissions de la Conference. 
Les ONG ont anim 6 plusieurs 
debats sur "le double standard" 
dans le domaine des droits de 
l'homme et ont distribul une 
brochure sur la situation de ces 
droits en Jordanie. 

Les Etats francophones, mal- 
grd quelques divergences entre 
eux, dtaient presents et leur rtile 
fut efficace. Deux quotidiens 
en frangais, "Egalitd" et "Vivie 
autrement", sont d'ailleurs par¬ 
tis tout au long de la Confer¬ 
ence. 

La declaration de St£phane 
Hessel. chef de la delegation 
frangaise, resume bien 
I'ambiance et I'espoir mitige qui 
rlgnaic dans la capitale antri- 
chienne: "Soyons r 6 alistes: 
nous n'aliens pas changer le 
monde, nous essayons de ren- 
dre aux peuples du monde un 
peu plus de developpement et 
de justice". Bref, la Conference 
de Vienne a termine ses tra- 
vaux, mais la lutte pour les 
droits de l’homme se pouxsuit! 


Suleiman Sweiss 



Les ONG en 
premiere ligne 

' A VIENNE, les grarvds principes. comme 1'universaliie des 
. droits deTbomme, ont ire preserves. Soit Mats, le texte fi¬ 
nal, cqncoctfpor les gbuvernemems, se distingue sun out par 
son absence aavancles concrfetes. Une deception pour de 
nombreux militants des mille cinq cents organisations non- 
gooveroexneraale*presents k Vienne. 

Pour les ONG, les gouvenieraents ont "manque de vision". 
Amnesty International parie mSme d'" 6 ehec". Face au dyna- 
nrisme de ces or- 

■ ganasatio ns- part- 
out dans., le 
moode, les diplo¬ 
mats out sembie 
-bien . ’ .frileux. 

Seules . . les 

. femmes, paiticu- 
Kferement natives 

' lors de la Confer¬ 
ence, ont enregis- 
tte une avanede 
me la recanoaisr 
v^ance ; de ,- droits 
• 'spldfiqueset. U 
nomination dW 
rapporteur 
' snr les vio’ 

■ deleurs rf mtfjg- - 
" r .Le • grand en- 

sdgnement de ces 
deux •*. semmses 
. -yiennoises v ; est 
.done te vitalihS. des organisations non-gouvemementales de 
’.defense des droits de l’homme. Principalement les ONG lo- 
' cales. CeBes-ci vom d'afOears tenter de faire vivre un r£seau 
: coayrant.I^nsemble de-la planbte .avec la creation dun "co- 
-.rnite de raprfes-Vienne", • 

"Les Natkms Unies cot €\£ placdes sur la defensive par 
Tuction des ONG. Toutes les idles neuves ont III avancles 
i par cfefles-cL Si nous pouvons rnaintenir la dynamique, notre 
yoix sera Ja plus forte H | esfimait Reed Brody, coordinateur 
des ONG, ^, la fin de-la dtinftrence. Cette consecration de 
une note d'optimisme k une reunion inter- 


j;. • IjaCtivttg despigaMs?tfM^jaxh\niennes participe bien de 
eetre 'dynaxjnqoe. Rappelons qu'h Voccaskw de cette confer- 
,' eppe, les GNG do. Royaarae s’ltaient ozganisles dans un cc- 
(faction cocpBania §ix:moisde travaux ensemble leur 
v«^derit, pefuiis dc plfinit des positions communes et 
; ^des pK^oations rlfl6cahieS6 Vienne. 

LaConffeence raontfialeu'a qejtes pas tenu toutes ses pro- 
; toesses^ niajs commc fe confiait un militant d'une ONG: 
: ;N<ms-iqiati^ aveg beaucoup d'lnergie". Une dnergie 
pfr te reject des droits fondaraen- 
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Jordanie 


I Exp r e s s | 


BANQl'E - La pcn»pcviiir 
d'ouvcrtun . 1 de succursalrs 
dans les Terriloires occu- 
pcs par des hanques cum- 
mcrcialcs dupe la Bourse. 
L'Amman Financial Mar¬ 
ket a battu son record de 
volume quofidicn 

d'affaires, la sviu.rine der- 
niere. Au moins dcuv 
banques. Rank of Jordan 
et Arab l.and Rank, se 
pnipurent ufficieHemcnt a 
leur arri%ee dans les Ter- 
ritoircs. a la faveur d'un 
prog res dans le processus 
de paix. 

PRESSE - l'n nouveau 
quotidicn en anihe a regu 
I'autorisation de parattre 
des septembre prochain. 
Intitule "Al Mithaq". le 
journal s'intcresscra surt- 
out a I'information econo- 
mique. Mustapha Abu 
Libdeh, journaliste jorda- 
nien, sera le redactcur en 
chef dc ce quatrieme quo- 
tidien en arabc du Roy- 
aume. 

FOUILLES - Le site ro- 
raain du ler sieclc apres 
J.C. decouvert reccmment 
en basse-ville, pres de la 
Central Bank, ne pourra 
etre restaure sur place. La 
voie bordee dc colonnes 
est enfouie sous des im- 
meubles modemes. Le de- 
partement des Antiquites 
a done decide dc trans¬ 
porter les blocs au musee 
de la citadelle pour etre 
preserves. 

DEMISSION - Lc main; 
de la municipality du 
Grand Amman. Moham¬ 
mad Al Bashir, a demis¬ 
sion ne de son poste. Cette 
decision pourrait 

s'expliquer par la volonle 
de Mohammad Al Bashir 
de se presenter aux pro- 
chaines elections legisla¬ 
tives. 




Television 


La guerre du satellite 

Recevoir les chaines satellite par micro-ondes ou sur une parabole "made in Jordan": deux surprises de 
Satellite-expo. Visite guidee d'un marche en explosion ou la concurrence fait rage. 


Etude 


MICRO-ONDES n'est pas for- 
clment synonyme de four k 
- caisson ultra-rapide... Dfes octo- 
bre prochain, la television mi¬ 
cro-ondes debarquera k Am¬ 
man. Promotoir de ce teseau 
d'un nouveau type: la television 
jordanienne. Lie systSme -Multi 
Microwave Distribution Sys¬ 
tem (MMDS)- a ete officielle- 
ment ptesente au public, cette 
semaine, k Satellite-expo, 
deuxilme du genre. 

Un an apris la legalisation 
des para holes satellite dans le 
Royaume, les Granges cou- 
poles continuent de fleurir k 
vive allure sur les toits. La de- 
mande est Inonne. seuls les 
. prix limitent I’avidite d'images 
: des Jordaniens. Une visite de 
Satellite-expo prouve que e’est 
vers les classes moyennes et 
populaires que les professdon- 
nels cathodiques lorgnent au- 
jouKHtui. 

Le systeme ddvoile par la 
JTV est ainsi alllchant pour les 
pedes budgets. L'installation 
d'une antenne "splciale micro- 
ondes". d'un conveitisseur et 
d'un d&odeur sera factund 250 
DJ. Ensuite, l'abonnement men- 
suel pour six chaines coOtera 
20 DJ. Rien k voir avec les 
k 6000 JD k dlbourser 
se mimir d'une parabole 
de Mception dtrecte. 

Le bouquet des chaines diffu- 
-4 s£es n'est pas encore d£termind. 

istribue actueUement 



Poroboles de reception directe et antennes micro-ondes 
vont livrer bataiUe a la rentree sur les toits d r Amman. 

un questionnaire pour coonaltre Euronews, Eufo^-port. Jordan 
les pnifdrences des futurs tells- space channel, }ATv ...etc... A 
-pectaiaure. Au choix: CNN, noier, deux ckames franco¬ 


phones pourraient faire partie 
du panel proposl: TV5 et Canal 
France International. Les fran¬ 
cophones doivent done se man- 
ifester rapidement pour esplrer 
les voir difftisdes par micro- 
ondes. 

Devant cette nouvelle con¬ 
currence, les vendeurs de para- 
boles de reception directe dero- 
eurent sereins. Chez Inter-Sat, 
l'argument claque: "Nos clients 
veuleat surtout Iviter toute cen¬ 
sure sur les programmes tellvi- 
sls. Or, avec ce systems de re¬ 
distribution par micro-ondes, 
les autorites pourront toujours 
decider de stopper la diffusion 
d'une chains si celle-ci va k 
1 'encontre de leurs interSts". 

Cette petite socilte a aussi 
choisi pour cible les foyers k 
revenus moyens en fabriquant 
elle-mSme le materiel de recep¬ 
tion. Premier prix: 799 DJ. 
Cette petite parabole fixe per- 
met de recevoir une poigttee de 
chaines, essentiellemeat euro- 
plennes, qui Imettent en C 
Band Le module mobile, k 
1199 JD, offre toute la palette 
des 35 canaux qui diffusent en 
ce format 

Pour ceux qui veulent capter 
Arabsat ou des chaines amlri- 
caines. comme CNN, la taille 
de la parabole et son prix aug- 
mentent Lmntediaiement- A par- 
tir de 2500 JD chez Satellite 
World. IX le materiel est ex- 
elusivement impottl. Les taxes 


et les tracasseries administra- 
tives pSsent lourdement dans 
l'additioo. "Pour chaque appa- 
reil que nous importons, on 
nous inflige un veritable mara¬ 
thon d'autorisarioos administra- 
tives", dlplore Bassam Hata- 
het, cadre de Satellite Worid. 
"Nous employons une personae 
a plein temps pour effectuer 
toutes les demarches rteces- 
saires!". 

Autre obstacle k un business 
en apparence juteux: une con¬ 
currence sauvage entre la ving- 
taine de revendeurs de para- 
boles de la capitale. "Beaucoup 
se sont lands dans le marchl 
du satellite sans aucune experi¬ 
ence antlrieure en flectro- 
nique", affirmc Bassam Hata- 
heL ”Ds c as sent les prix mais 
ne tiendront pas plus de six 
mois". 

Pour le moment, la reception 
de chaines satellite demeure 
done un luxe rfservl aux class¬ 
es aisles. Mais. la dlmocratisa- 
tion est en marche. Si le dlsir 
des Jordaniens pour ces chatoes 
Itrangbres existe bel et bien, le 
systems de diffusion par micro- 
ondes est promis k un joli 
sueds, tout comme les para- 
boles "made in Jordan”. Mais, 
dans la jungle actuelle de ce 
marchl, les previsions restent 
hasardeuses. 1 ! 

F.C. 


La sante, l'enjeu 
du futur 

Le rapport 93 de la Banque mondiale est consacre a l'etat 
sanitaire du monde. Une priorite: investir dans la sante. 


LETAT SANITAIRE et le 
dlveloppement sont deux don- 
nles intimement iiles. La sante 
des populations est un facteur 
dltenmnant qui condiuonne le 
progrfes Iconomique et 
l'antelioration de la productivi- 
tl. Pour son seizi&nte rapport 
sur le dlveloppemnit. le tb&me 
de la sante s'imposait done k la 
Banque mondiale. 

Le premier constat de cette 
volumineuse Itude est encoura- 
geanL Au cours des quarante 
demiferes annfees, I'ltat sanitaire 
des populations s’est amUiorfe 
comme jamais depuis le dlbut 
de lbistoire de lhumanite. Dans 
le monde en dlveloppement, 
l'esplrance de vie est passle de 
40 a 63 ans. La mortality infan¬ 
tile a fete divisle par uois et des 
fllaux monels, telle la variole, 
out Itl entiferement vaincus. 

Mais, le triompbalisme n'est 
pas de mise. Bien des signaux 
sanitaires demeureni dans le 
rouge dans les pays les plus 
pauvres. Chaque annle, sept 
millions d'adultes et deux mil¬ 
lions d'enfants menrent 
d’affections qui auraient pu &tre 
gulries ou Ivitees k peu de 
frais. A elle settle, la tubercu- 
lose, par exemple, cause deux 
millions de dlcfes. 


* De plus, le monde est con- 
firontl aujourd'hui it de nou- 
veaux dlfis. D'ici k Tan 2000. le 
tribut de plus en plus lourd 
payl au SIDA dans les pays en 
dlveloppemem pourrait facile- 
ment dipasser les 1,8 millions 
de mons par an. effagam ainsi 
les gains de reduction de mor¬ 
tality obtenus au terme de dl- 
cennies d'efforts... 

La resistance accrue de cer- 
taines maladies, comme le palu- 
disme, et les ravages causls par 
le tabac apparaissent comme les 
deux autnes grands problfemes 
du futur. Pour la Banque mon- 
diale, les systemes de sante en 
vigueur sont loin d'etre prepares 
k relever ces dlfis. L'essentiel 
des dlpenses de sante est dilap- 
idl pour de pifetres rlsultate. 
Principalement, lEtat finance 
de couteux traitements de faible 
efficacite k destination des pop¬ 
ulations aisles, tandis que les 
plus pauvres n'ont pas acces 
aux soins de base. 

Pour y remldier, le rapport 
livre une sine de recommanda- 
tions k destination des gou- 
vemements pour rlorganiser 
leurs systemes sanitaires. Tout 
d'abord, la situation Icono- 
mique et le degre d'instruction 
sont les dls de I'ltat de santl 


de la population. La pour>uiie 
d'une politique de croissant 
Iconomique et 1 'investissti:;?". 
dans la scolarisation. en parii- 
culier des filles, sont prion- 
tatres. 

Deuxifemement. les depenses 
publiques doivent etre anielio- 
rles pour supplier aux detail- 
lances du marchl et financer les 
services 5 destination des plus 
pauvres. Des etudes prou\em 
que I’allocation de 2 r r des de- 
penses de sante mondiales it des 
services de base permetzrait de 
rlduire d'un quart le fardeau 
des maladies. 

Enfin. la Banque mondiale 
encourage les Elats k promou- 
voir la diversite et la concur¬ 
rence dans la foumiture de ser¬ 
vices de santl et dans le secteur 
de I'assurance. Le rapport ne 
cache pas que la refnrme des 
politiques gouvemementales de 
santl se heunera 3 de nom¬ 
breuses resistances. Mais pour 
les pays qui accepteroni de 
modifier leur politique, la 
Banque mondiale fail deja mi- 
roiter la manne de 1'aide Inter¬ 
nationale. ■ 

F.C. 
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Machines rule 
the US Open 


AS USUAL, there's no 
shortage of grumbling 
and cursing at the lines¬ 
men at this year's Wim¬ 
bledon. But come the 
US Open, those com¬ 
plaints u ill fall on deaf 
ears. 

That’s because the 
United States Tennis 
Association has an¬ 
nounced that machines 
— not living, breathing 
linesmen — will rule 
the roost on its 4 show 
courts during the up¬ 
coming open, which 
starts August 30 at 
flushing meadow. New 
York. 

The Tel-System, an 
electronic line-calling 
device designed to eliminate 
human error will be determin¬ 
ing fair bails from ones that 
strav. Instead of 10 officials, 
the 4 courts will only require 
four — the umpire, a net cord 
judge and 2 foot-fault judges. 

Ifs a Utopian concept that 
could render the perfectly offi¬ 
ciated match, yet reaction to 
the Open's bold" move to bring 
21st Century technology to ren- 
: i' is receiving decidedly 
.v>< eJ reviews from the players 

.Yimbledon. 

don't think it's a good 
I'.iti..' said Goran Ivanisevic. 
L>t \ ear’s loosing Wimbledon 
finalist and a guy who's been 
known to raise his temper on 
court. "It's more fiin if you 
ha\e someone to tell something 
to. With machines you can’t do 



anything. I think it's going to 
change the game. But what can 
you do? You have to go out 
there, play and beat a ma¬ 
chine." 

Pete Sampras doesn’t like it 
either. He says the fans will 
miss those temper tantrums that 
have become a part of the 
game. 

"I think it takes a lot of the 
personality out of the game," 
the World No 1 said." Thafs 
why people come to watch ten¬ 
nis— the way people react to 
different situations, with line 
calls and the outbursts. 

Surprisingly, John McEnroe, 
the man who made such out¬ 
bursts an an form, has praised 
the technological improvement. 

"I think it's a good idea," said 
McEnfore, told NBC's Wim¬ 


bledon coverage, "I think it en¬ 
hances tennis because it focus¬ 
es more on the tennis." 

The biggest concern for most 
players is an unfamiliarity with 
the new system. Many think it 
should undergo a few trial runs 
at smaller events." 

"I can't imagine diem trying 
that at the US Open." said An¬ 
dre Agassi. "I think they should 
try it somewhere else first 
Players also voiced concern 
that the system will not be used 
on all the courts at the Open, 
which could mean having to 
adjust from machine to man 
and back several times during 
the touraamenL The player can 
lose confidence in linesmen, 
but maybe have confidence in 
the machines. ■ 


Zambians s 

to stay 



ZAMBIA EMERGED from 
the aircrash tragedy char killed 
18 players to upset Morocco 2- 
1 in an African Zone World 
Cup Soccer qualifier last week 
and remained on course for a 
place in next year’s finals. 

Zambia, forced to rebuild 
their national team after the 
April aircrash when the squad 
was enroute to a World Cup 
tie, rode an emotional roller 
coaster coming from a goal 
down to secure victory in Lusa¬ 
ka and go top of Group B. 

The match was one of 3 key 
African qualifiers at the week¬ 
end that also saw Zimbabwe 
and Nigeria claim their first 
point in the second round 
group matches. Zimbabwe 
sneaked a late goal to beat 
Cameroon 1-0 in Harare last 
week, while Nigeria thrashed 
Algeria 4-1 in Lagos. 

Zambia were playing their 
first competitive match since 
the military aircraft carrying 
their team and coaching staff 
for a scheduled World Cup 
match in Senegal exploded in 
mid-air of the coast of Gabon. 

Their new-iook team which 






mr 




included several European- 
based players who where not 
on the airauft, where given a 
standing ovation by a capacity 
home crowd before the match. 
They made a nervous start and 
fell behind to a long range ef¬ 
fort by Moroccan midfielder 
Rachidi Daoudi in the 16th 
minute. 

But roared on by their sup¬ 


porters in the second half Zam¬ 
bia scored twice inside 7 min¬ 
utes to win the match. Dutch- 
based captain Kalusha Bwalya 
netted from a free kick on tbe 
hour and then Johnston Bwal¬ 
ya, who plays for FC Bulle in 
Switzerland scored the winner. 

"It was a fabulous perfor¬ 
mance,” said Coach Freddie 
Mwila in a telephone interview. 


win over _ _ 
toon. In fine 
Bruce Grobbei 
experienced stri 
in the first half 


"The team 
played a marve¬ 
lous game* it 
was just the start 
we needed. But 
wc are keeping 
our feet on the 
pound. We still 
have three 
matches to play 
before we can 
start thinking 
about qualify¬ 
ing". Mwila add¬ 
ed. 

Across the 
border in Ha¬ 
rare, Zimbabwe 
opened their sec¬ 
ond round 
iup C with a 
iedCame- 
;eeping by 
croon's 
it at bay 
double 
wean 


substitution by _ 
coach Reinhard 
the tied of the match in hSisec¬ 
ond period. '.«£• 

Substitute Vfcflis Taka^jg 
provide the pass for 21-year^fc. _ 
striker agent Sawu to score^vV one point in the standings. 


minuses from linw tor Zimbab- 
n«» r s victory. It «as 
sixth goal of the 
campaign and means thu, al . 

«Z & the group, a - 

includes Guinea, are equal on 
points at the halfway stage. 

Nigerian striker Rachidi *V 
kini sewed twice as Nigeria 
beat Algeria in Group A to re¬ 
store their hopes of a firtt-ewf 
World Cup appearance Nige¬ 
ria. who lost their opening w- 
ond match against Ivory Cosim 
in May. fell behind after just 
five minutes to the vouthniLAl¬ 
gerians when Abdelhalid Tas 
feout intercepted a pass and ran 
on to score. 

But German-based mionciuer 
Augustine Okocha. winning 
only his second cap. put Nige¬ 
ria on level from a free kick in 
the 14th minute before Yekim 
struck twice to give Nigeria a 
2-goal lead at half-time. Dame 
la Amokachi of Belgian Club 
FC Brugge, scored from a goal¬ 
mouth scramble for Nigeria ;> 
fourth goal Jure in the game. 
Ivory Coast still lead Nigeria by 




Courier: 

Nobody 
is perfect 
in this 
world 

# A BRITISH reporter asked 
Courier if he thought his par¬ 
ents would be proud of their 
son for shouting because of los¬ 
ing a couple of points. 

"J think my parents are proud," 
Courier responded. "Nobody's 
perfect in this world. If we 
were, it would be pretty boring. 
It was not the forest time in the 
tournament. What do you want 
me to say? Are you perfect? By 
no means. Then don't ask any 
question. Keep your mouth 
shut, all right? Don't get abu¬ 
sive. You are getting abusive to 
me." 

In fact. Courier's mother. Lin¬ 
da, watched the finals from 



New York maratYion to 
offer bonuses. 


courtside and acknowledged 
her son occasionally loses his 
cool. "He gets his red hair from 
Ms dad," she said, "and his 
temper from both of us.” 



• New York City Mara¬ 
thon organizers . an¬ 
nounced, last week, that 
US citizens who Brush 
in the top five will re¬ 
ceive cash bonuses, in¬ 
cluding $100,000 for 
(_ winning. American, men 
and women who finish 
in the top five in tbe 
Nov. 14 race will receive 
double the normal prize 
money, currently 
$20,000 for die first 
place. $15,000 for sec¬ 
ond, $10,000 for third, 

$5,000 for fourth and I ..- 

$2,500 for fifth. Thus an * 

American winner could I 
earn $140,000. Other in¬ 
centives include ones based on "We are offering this addition¬ 
timing. weather and age and al $100,000 bonus to generate 

available to all nationalities. more interest and, hopefully. 


success among American nut 
athons, said Field Dircciu 
Fred Lebow. 


Major supports 
for Manchester 


BRITISH PRIME 
Minkier John Major 
said he will travel to 
\ Monie Carlo to sup- 
'V P° n Manchester's 
•; bid fur the 2000 
V; Olympics when the 
•'Intentjtional Olym- 
vpic ^ Committee 
'(IOC i $ ote> on Sept. 

23. Major told a 
'jjroop of JOC mem¬ 
bers ;n ;i reception 
dial lie planned to 
support Scott, 
bead *--t the Man¬ 
chester hid. in 
Monte Carlo. "This 
is a bid 1 v. i ch to see 
succeed and I want to be in 
Monie Carlo to help Bob Scow 
September.” Major said. 





WORD WISE 


Q: jnJ i.«r .ill. r. if "hciiwwi 

\mi .iiiJ I ‘ nr 'hvlwcen you and 
me'".' 

A: Mv«% M-CK'fhinj! of*dirty word 
in itii' vj-x 1 PiMple seem in go lo 

Icnv.'th'.iii junJ ii. Bui It i*, the correct 
word i «»ii In his hook. "The Care¬ 
ful Wriivr." Tifc.i<Jniv M. Bomsicin 
call- u-.irvj I ir. this context the 
uuitc -• : .ivul climter extending 
her pm!.\ ji itj. or prcwnnou$ oxer- 
-kill- 

Send mur-liui'' «■ slum menu for Word 
UIm i« P.O. K.»i iibt. Orlando. Fla. 

33MCJ.V. 


Sydney and Beijing are the 
front runners to stage the 2000 
Games. ■ 

Al Faisali wins 
the Cups' Cup 

• LAST FRIDAY Al Fisali 
made their victory over Al 
Wihdat, When they defeated 
them 2-1 in their postponed 
match and won die Cups' Cup 
Championship. 


Asian League poises 
for launch 


• AN INTERNATIONAL 
Basketball League involving 
teams from Asia and Australia 
is expected to become a reality 
within the next four weeks, or¬ 
ganizers said last week. For 
Asian cities — Hong Kong, 
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore and 
Manila — are poised to join 
Perth and Cairns in Queens¬ 
land's far north in the new com¬ 
petition. The six franchises, 
each paying a $100,000 licence 
fee, have been given until July 
31 to join the league, due to be¬ 
gin in December. Alan Mar¬ 
shal, director of Pacrim Lei¬ 
sure, which is partly owned by 
Basketball Australia, the sport's 
National Controlling Body, 
said "If it doesn't start in Dec., I 
am 100 percent sure it will hap¬ 
pen in 1994.” 


His Royal 
Highness 
Prince Ali 
attended 
the match 
that was 
played at 
Al Hassan 
Stadium 
in Irbid. 




On the Occasion of the 

12TH CONFERENCE OF THE ARAB ACADEMV OF MUSIC (ARAB LEAGUE) 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY/ 
NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

in cooperation with 


sooth EiEcnmc - 


4^ 


presents 

THE ARAB MUSIC ENSEMBlf OF 
THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

Sunday, 18 July 1993 - 9:00 p.m. 

The Orthodox Club - Wahbeh Tamary Hal! 

JD4 

Tickets at: 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 669026 

- Babrche, tel. 661322 

- F*hiladefphia Hotel, tel. 663100 » 

- AUB Alumni Club of Jordan, tel. 641325 

- Orthodox Club, tel. 810491 

- Romero Rest. tel. 644227 

- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 

<&> ROYALJORDAN1AN sCtfMiizjAi 



; j ordaii/V-I P. Hot-line 

? I ■ / 
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1 m: cue n-product or. s&rvh < 
;.y . Royal Jordanian 
•V;". Tmu Hn'i & Leisure 
Business & Finance 
HomeDesign 
'Education - 
^Shopping & Gifts • 
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Gifts Comer releases new 
men's cologne 

Gifts Comer, a subsidiary of Ibrahim and Khaled Abu Sha¬ 
qra have launched a new men's cologne. Horizon, from Guy 
Laroche. 

In a conference held on Wednesday at the InterContinental 
Hotel, a representative from Guy Laroche unveiled the new 
product before press and retail representatives. 

The makers of Horizon describe their product as the epito¬ 
me of the spirit of the 1990s combining both sweetness, vi¬ 
tality and warmth together with Indian grass and tree moss 
with musk tender touches, all producing a fresh breath of 
air. 

Horizon bottle is seen as work of art made of glittering blue 
glass cut from crystal — a dedication to nature. 

The conference was attended by Mr Khaled and Miss Abeer 
Abu Shaqra in addition to Mr Philip' Aqrouq andfMr Kab¬ 
bah Hijjawi from InterMarkets/Jordan agents for|puy La¬ 
roche. 


Computer for sale 

LEO 486DX, IBM PC/AT compatible, computer system includ¬ 
ing 4MB RAM, 89MB hard disk complete with SuperVGA mon-| 
itor. two disk drives, keyboard, mouse aid cables. Lot's of soft¬ 
ware including Excel, WordPerfect, Lotus 1-2-3 and many more. 
If interested contact Zeid at telephone number 602381. 



AL OH.AD AL IlCTISAO 


Jordan's leading economic news¬ 
letter. Pubilshedby Info-Media. 
Call 652 - 380 \ 


, On the Occasion of the 
12TH CONFERENCE OF THE ARAB ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
and as part of the functions of the 
12TH JERASH FESTIVAL OF CULTURE AND ARTS 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY / 
NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 
in cooperation with 
DAEWOO - SOUTH ELECTRONICS 
presents 





t 


.j. 



THE ORCHESTRA OF 
THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

: and 

THE KOREAN MUSICIANS: 

Hah - Don Lee, conductor 
. . . Jeong - Hyun Kim, flute 

Hae - Jeong Song, piano 

Friday and Saturday, 16 and-17 July 1993 -8:00 pjn 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

Tickets at: ; JD 5 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 669026 

- PNfadepftia Hotel, tsl. 663100 . 

- Bablche, tel. 661322 

- Romero Rest tsl. 644227 " 

-Safeway, tel. 685311 ' 

- AUB Alumni Club of Jordan,'tal. 641325 
-The.National Music Conservatofy, tal 687620 

^RCWAIJORDANIAN 



Jartw ft pail k ^a nniiflBdr 
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Tel: 652- 














































